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ESSAYS IN THE ArT OF, WRITING 


LETTER TO A YOUNG GENTLEMAN WHO PRO- 
POSES TO EMBRACE THE CAREER OR ART 

• • ^ ^ 

W ITH the agreeable frankness of youth, you^address 

me on a point of some practical importance to 
yourself and (it is even conceivable) of softie Jfravity to the 
world : Should you or should you not become an artist ? 
It is one which you must decide entirely for yourself ; all 
that I can do is te bring under your notice some of the 
materials of that decision ; and I will begin, as I shall 
probably conclude also, by assuring you that all ^epends 
on the vocation. 

To know what you like is the be^pning of wisdom and 
of old age. Youth is wholljr experimental. The essence 
and charm of thatj^mquiet and delightful epoch is ignor- 
ance of self as \^?ll as ignorance of life. I'hese two un- 
knowns the young man brings together again |ind Again, 
now in the airiest touch, now with a bitter hii^ ; now with 
exquisite pleasure, now with cutting pain ; ftut never with 
indifference, to which he is a total stranger, and never with 
that near kinsman of indifference, contentment. If he be 
a youth of dainty senses or albfcin eayly h^ated> the 
interest of thfs series of experiments grows upon him out 
of all proportion to the pleasure, lie receives. It is not?* 
beauty that he loves, nor pleasure thkt he seeksn? though he 
may think so ; his detigu #nd his sufEcient reward is to 
verify his own 'existence and taste the vanety of human 
fate. T^ hhn, before tjie razor-edg^ of curiosity is dulled, 
all that IS not actual livyig and the hot c];iase of experiensce « 
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4 ESS^?yS IN THE ART OF WRITING 

wears a face of a disgusting dryness difficult* to recajl in 
later days ; or if there be any exception — and here destiny 
steps in — it is in those moments when, wearied or sur- 
feited of the primary activity of the senses, he calls up 
before memory the image of transacted pains and^pleasures. 
Thus it is that such an one shie^ from all cut-and-dry 
professions, and inclines insensibly toward that career of 
art which consists only in the tasting and recording of 
experience. 

This, which is not so much a vocation for art as an 
impatience of all other honest trades, frequently exists 
^alone ; aiid so existing, it will pass gently away in the course 
rf years, Emphatically, it [s not*,:o be regarded, it is not a 
vocatiop, but a temptation ; and when your father the 
other day so fiercely and (in my view) so properly dis- 
couraged yo/r ainbition, he was recalling not improbably 
some similar passage in his own experience. For the 
temptation is perhaps nearly as common as the vocation 
is rare. But again we have vocations which are imperfect ; 
we have men whose minds are bound up, not so much in 
any art^^as in the general ars artium and common base of 
all creative work ; who will now dip into painting, and 
now study counterpoint, and anon will be inditing a 
sonnet : all these with eqilal interest, all often with 
genuine knowledge. And of this terA.per, when it stands 
alone, I find it difficult to speak ; but' i should counsel 
such kn oiy^ to take to letters, for in literature (which drags 
with so wide 'a net) all his information may be found some 
day useful, aild if he should go on as he has begun, and 
turn at last^into the critic, he will have learned to use the 
necessary tools. Lastly we come to those vocations which 
are at onc^ deci,sive^ani. precise ; to the men^who are born 
with the love of pigments, the passion of drawing, the gift 
"of music, or the impulse to create with words, just as other 
and perhapr the same "men are born with the lote of hunt- 
ing, or the sea, or horses, or tly^ttulning-lathe. These are 
predestined ; if a man lov^ the labour of any trade apart 
from any question ojF success or,, fame,* the^ g(\d8 have 
^ called him* He may have the general vocation too : be 
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may have agtaste fior all the arts, and I think he often has ; 
but the mark of his calling is this laborious partiality for 
one, this inextingui8hable«zest in its technical successes, 
and (perhaps above all) a certain candour of mind, to takt 
his very ifluifling enterprise with a gravity that would befit 
the cares of empire, and to think the smallest improvement 
worth accomplishing St any expense of time and industry. 
The book, the statue, the sonata, must He gone upon with 
the unreasoning good faith and the unflagging spirit of 
children at their play. Is it worth doing ?^when it shall 
have occurred to any artist to ask himself that question, 
it is implicitly answered in the negative. It doestiot occujP 
to the chil(f as he playssat being a pirate on the dinings 
room sofa, nor to the hunter as*he pursues Iiis quarry ; and 
the candour of the one and the ardour of the other should 
be united in the bosom of the artist. • \ 

If you recognise in yourself SQme such decisive taste, 
there is no room for hesitation : follow your bent. And 
observe (lest I shquld too much discourage you) that the 
dispocitiGfx does not usually bum so brightly at the first, 
or rather not so constantly. Habit and practice sharpen 
gifts ; the necessity of toil grows less disgusting, grows 
even welcome in the course of years^j a small taste (if it«be 
only genuine) waxes with indulgence into an exclusive 
passion. Enougli^^st now, if you can look back over a 
f^air interval, an^^ee that your chosen art has a little more 
than held its own among the thronging intereste of youth. 
Time will do the rest, if devotion help it ; sflna soon your 
e^ery thought will be engrossed in that belo\id occupation. 
But even with devotion, you may r^ind me, even with 
unfaltering and delighted industry, many thoilsand artists 
spend their lives, if the result be%c%arded ^utterly in vain : 
a thousand Whists, and never one'^wStk of art. But the ' 
vast mass of mankind are incapa]^le of doing anything^ 
reasonabl|( well, art among the rest* The wo^hless artist 
would not improbably l»avej)een a quite incompetent baker. 
And the artist) even if he dt>es not amuse the public, 
amusQS Jiimselfi^ so th^t there will always be,one man the 
happier ror his vigils. This is the practical side of a^t 
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its inexpugnable fortress for the true {iractitiener. The 
direct returns — the wages of the trade — are small, but*the 
indirect — ^the wages of the lifc — are incalculably great. 
Mo other business offers a man his daily bread upon such 
joyful terms. The soldier and thfe Explorer have^oments 
of a worthier excitement, but they are purchased by cruel 
hardships and periods of tedium that beggar language. 
In the life of the lirtist there need be no hour without its 
pleasure. I take the author, with whose career I am best 
acquainted ; aild it is true he works in a rebellious material, 
and that the act of writing is cramped and trying both to 
♦he eyes und the temper ; but remark him in his study, 
lilhen matter crowds upon him and words are hot wanting 
— in what a continual series of small successes time flows 
by ; witfi what a sense of power as of one moving moun- 
tains, he mar^hak his petty characters ; what with pleas- 
sures, both of the ear apd eye, he sees his aii^ structure 
growing on the page ; and how he labours in a craft to 
which the whole material of his life is tributary, and which 
opens a door to all his tastes, his loves, his hatreds, and his 
convictions, so that what he writes is only what he longed 
to utter.* He may have enjoyed many things in this big, 
tragic playground of world ; but what shall he have 
enjoyed more fully than a ramming of successful work ? 
Suppose it ill paid : the wonder is it sfeould be paid at all. 
Other men pay, and pay dearly, for pleasil*cs less desirable. 

No^ will the practice of art afford you pleasure only ; 
it affords Besides an admirable training. For the artist 
works entirelyiiipon honour. The public knows little pr 
nothing of those n\prits in the quest of which you are 
•condemned ^lo spend the bulk of your endeavours. Merits 
of design, the merit ot ffrst-hand energy, the merit of a 
• certain cheap accortl|)lifhment which a man df the artistic 
temper easily acquirq? — ^these they can recognise, and 
these they \jjlue. But<to those more exquisite refinements 
of proficiency and finish, whicji 4he artist so ardently 
desires and so ’keenly feels, for which (ih the vigorous 
words of Ba^c) he must toil lil^ a miser bumd in a 

*4lai^lip,'’ for which, day after day. he recasts ancl revises 

• # • • • 



LETTER TO A YOUNG GENTflEMAN 7 

ancl rejects^the ^ross mass of the public must be ever 
blind. To those lost pains, suppose you attain the highest 
pitch of merit, posterity mUy possibly do justice ; suppose, 
as is so probable, you fail by even a hair^s breadth of the 
highest, rflst certain they shall never be observed. Under 
the shadow of this cold thought, alone in his studio, the 
artist must preserve from day to day his constancy to the 
ideal. It is this which makes his life nible ; it is by this 
that the practice of his craft strengthens and matures his 
character ; it is for this that even the serious countenance 
of the great emperor was turned approvingly (if only for 
a moment)^ on the followers of Apollo, and that sternlj^ 
gentle voice bade the anist cherish his art. ^ * 

And here there fall two warnings to be made. First, if 
you are to continue to be a law to yourself, you must 
beware of the first signs of laziness. 'Thfs idealism in 
honesty can only be supported by perpetual effort ; the 
standard is easily lowered, the artist who says “ It will do** 
is on the downwaTd path ; three or four pot-boilers are 
enough at times (above all at wrong times) to falsify a 
talent, and by the practice of journalism a man ;runs the 
risk of becoming wedded to cheap finish. This is the 
danger on the one side ; there is not less upon the other. 
The consciousness of how lAuch the artist is (and must be) 
a law to himself,^/?Sbauches the small heads. Perceiving 
recondite merits very hard to attain, making or swallowing 
artistic formulas, or perhaps falling in love fjwith^* some 
particular proficiency of his own, many artists forget the 
ead of all art : to please. It is doubtless tempting to 
exclaim against the ignorant bourgeois ; yet 4 should not 
be forgotten, it is he who is to pay us, and that (surely on * 
the face of it) for services that Ae^shal} desire to have 
performed. TIere also, if properly considered, there is a 
question of transcendental honest 5 >. To give the publid 
what they do not want, and yet expect to hv supported : 
we have there Sj strang^ pretension, and yel;not uncommon, 
above all with painters. The first duty in this world is for 
a man flay nis way^; when thaf^is quite accomplished, 
he may plunge into wh?t eccentriej^ty he Ijkes ; but empht^ti-^ 
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cally not till then. Till then> he must assiduous cy^urt 
to the bourgeois who carries the purse. And if in the course 
of these capitulations he shall Msify his talent, it can never 
tiave been a strong one, and he w,ill,have preserved a better 
thing than talent — character. Or if he be of 'a mind so 
independent that he cannot stoop, to this necessity, one 
course is yet open : he can deiist from art, and follow som^ 
more manly way df life. 

I speak of a more manly way of life, it is a point on which 
I must be franlt. To live by-a pleasure is not a high calling ; 
it involves patronage, however veiled ; it numbers the 
Artist, h(?wever ambitious, along with dancing-girls and 
Wlliard-m^irkers. The French have a romantic evasion 
for one/jmployment, and call its practitioners the Daugh- 
ters of Joy. The artist is of the same family, he is of the 
Sons of Joy, chdse his trade to please himself, gains his 
livelihood by pleasing o^.hers, and has parted *with some- 
thing of the sterner dignity of man. Journals but a little 
while ago declaimed against the Tennyson peerage ; and 
this Son of Joy was blamed for condescension when he 
followec^ the example of Lord Lawrence and Lord Cairns 
and Lord Clyde. The poet was more happily inspired ; 
with a better modesty he accepted the honour ; and 
anonymous journalists have hot yet (if I am to believe 
them) recovered the vicarious disgraefl^^o their profession. 
When it comes to their turn, these gentl^fien can do them- 
selves' morp justice ; and 1 shall be glad to think of it ; 
for to my bafbarian eyesight, even Lord Tennyson looks 
somewhat out^’of place in that assembly. There should 
be no honoT^^rs for the artist ; he has already, in the prac- 
tice of his art, more than his share of the rewards of life ; 
the honours are ^^re^n/jted for other trades, J^ess agreeable 
and perhaps more useful. 

^ But the devil in these trades of pleasing is to fail to 
please. In^ ordinary bccupations, a man offei^ to do a 
certain thing or^to produce a errtain article with a merely 
conventional accomplishmeht, a design in which (we may 
almost say) it is difl^cult to fail.^ But file &rtk«t steps 
out of the crpwd arid propose*) to df light : an impu- 
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dent design^ in which it is impossible to fail without 
odio\is circumstances. The poor Daughter of Joy, carrying 
her smiles and finery quite unregarded through the crowd, 
makes a figure which it is impossible to recall without f 
wounding^ity. She is the type of the unsuccessful artist. 
The actor, the dancer, ^d the singer must appear like her 
in person, and drain publiCly the cup of failure. But 
though the rest of us escape this crowding bitterness of 
the pillory, we all court in essence the same humiliation. 
We all profess to be able to delight. Andihow few of us 
are 1 We all pledge ourselves to be able to continue to 
delight. And the day will come to each, and evfcn to the* 
most admired, when thc^ardoyr shall have degjined anfr 
the cunning shall be lost, and he shall sit by his (Jeserted 
booth ashamed. Then shall he see himself condemned 
to do work for which he blushes to take payment. Then 
(as if his left were not already cruel) he must lie exposed 
to the glues of the wreckers of the press, who earn a little 
bitter bread by the^ondemnation of trash which they have 
not read, and the praise of excellence which they cannot 
understand. ^ 

And observe that this seems almost the necessary end at 
least of writers. Les Blancs et les Bkxis (for instance) isisf 
an order of merit very differ<?nt from Le Vicomte de Brage- 
lonne ; and if an^^ntleman can bear to spy upon the 
nakedness of CaMe Dangerous, his name I think is Ham : 
let it be enough for the rest of us to read of it (npt without 
tears) in the pages of Lockhart. Thus in old age, when 
occupation and comfort are most needful, lire writer must 
lay aside at once his pastime and his breadwinner. The 
painter indeed, if he succeed at all in engaging the attention 
of the public, gains great sums aRiJ cj^ stgnd to his easel 
,until a great^age without dishont^urable failure. The 
'writer has the double misfortune be ill-paid while he 
can work,#nd to be incapable of wditking whe« he is old. 
It is thus a way of life%vhi4;h conducts dirpctly to a false 
position. * • 

For t^ WritOr (in spite of notorious examples to the 
contrary) must look to ill*paid. ^ Tcni^^son and Mont6- 
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pin make handsome livelihoods ; but ^e caanot all hope 
to be Tennyson, and we do not all perhaps desire to be 
Montepin. If you adopt an crt to be your trade, weed 
cyour mind at the outset of all desire of money. What you 
may decently expect, if you have some talent^ and much 
industry, is such an income as a clerk will earn with a 
tenth or perhaps a twentieth of your nervous output. Nor 
have you the right to look for more ; in the wages of the 
life, not in the wages of the trade, lies your reward ; the 
work is here the wages. It will be seen I have little sym- 
pathy with the common lamentations of the artist class. 
‘Perhaps ..they do not remember the hire of the field 
^labourer ; or do they think no parallel will lie ? Perhaps 
they have never observed what is the retiring allowance 
of a field officer ; or do they suppose their contributions 
to the arts of pleasing more important than the services 
of a colonel ? Perhaps they forget on how ' little Millet 
was content to live ; or do they think, because they have 
less genius, they stand excused from the display of equal 
virtues ? But upon one point there should be no dubiety : 
if a man be not frugal, he has no business in the arts. If 
he be hot frugal, he steers directly for that last tragic scene 
of le vieux saltimbanqiie; if he be not frugal, he will find 
it hard to continue to be honest. Some day, when the 
butcher is knocking at the door, hot^pay be tempted, he 
may be obliged, to turn out and sell a slovenly piece of 
work. I^ the obligation shall have arisen through no 
wantonness of his own, he is even to be commended ; for 
words cannot describe how far more necessary it is that a 
man should support his family, than that he should attain 
to — or preserve — distinction in the arts. But if the 
pressure comes through his own fault, he has stolen, and 
stolen under trust, ana stolen (which is the worst of all) in 
'such a way that no 1^ can reach him. 

And no\Y you may perhaps ask me, if tfie debutant 
artist is to have no thought of moiziey, and if (as is implied) 
he is to, expect no honour^ from the Statfe, he may not at 
least look fprward to the delight^ of popiularity ? Praise, 
you will tell me, is a savoury dis|i. And in so ^r as you 
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may mean tHe countenance of other artists, you would put 
your finger on one of the most essential and enduring 
pleasures of the career of aft. But in so far as you should^ 
have an eye to the comipendations of the public or the 
notice of tre newspapers, be sure you would but be cherish- 
ing a dream. It is trpe that in certain esoteric journals 
the author (for instance) is July criticised, and that he is 
often praised a great deal more than he deserves, sometimes 
for qualities which he prided himself on e^^schewing, and 
sometimes by ladies and gentlemen who have denied 
themselves the privilege of reading his work. But if a man^ 
be sensitive to this wild praise, we must suppose him 
equally alive* to that whifli oft^i accompanies a^id alway^ 
follows it — ^wild ridicule. A man may have done well for 
years, and then he may fail ; he will hear his failure. 
Or he may have done well for years, and Still do well, but 
the critics Aay have tired of praising him, or there may 
have sprung up some new idol of the instant, some “ dust 
a little gilt,** to whom they now prefer to offer sacrifice. 
Here is the obverse and the reverse of that empty and ugly 
thing called popularity. Will any man suppose 4 worth 
the gaining ? 



ON THET choice 0F A' PROFESSION! 

Y OU write to me, my dear sir, requesting advice at one 
of the mdst momentous epochs in a young man*s life. 
You are about to choose a profession ; and with a diffidence 
thighly pj easing at your age, you would be glad, you say, 
(j>f some guidance in the choice/u There is nothing more 
becoming than for youth to seek counsel ; nothing more 
becoming to age than to be able to give it ; and in a civilisa- 
tion old and i:omplicated like ours, where practical persons 
boast a kind of practicaj philosophy superior fb all others, 
you would very naturally expect to find all such questions 
systematically answered. For the dic^a of the Practical 
Philosophy, you come to me. What, you ask, are the 
principles usually followed by the wise in the like critical 

' The original manuscript of this essay lay for years in a bundle of old 
papers, and was always assufiied to be^thc “ I.ctter to a Young Gentleman 
Who Proposes to Embrace the Career of Art.'* Recently, however, a closer 
examination revealed it to be a hitherto unpublislf^ piece of woik, and for a 
while 1 was greatly mystified as to its origin and the i eon for its suppression. 
Its geii^cral character, the peculiar quality of the paper, even the handwriting 
itself — all we^t to show it was composed in Saranac in the winter of 1887-88. 
But why had it been suppressed ? 

Then in the d£n, halting way things recur to one, I began to recalj its 
history. It had been adjudged too cynical, too sombre in tone, too out of 
keeping with tke helpful philosophy always associated with R. L. S. Instead 
of assisting the .Young Gentleman it was thought to be only too likely to 
discourage and dep^ss h^. * Thus it was laid aside in favour of the other 
essay on the Career of Art. ^Whether we are right in publishing it now is 
c for the public to decide. We seem to be going against the wishes of the 
author, who had evidently content to leave it in oblivion ; yet on the 
other hand it**appcars wrong to keep so fine an effort, and ^e so brilliant 
and grimly humorous, from the many ^hp ^uld find pleasure in it. After 
all, there are others to be considered beddes Young Gentlemen ; and perhaps 
with these warned away we shall incur no reproach from the general lovers of 
• literature, but on the contrary gain their su^ort and commen^tioa in the 
course we have taken. « [L. O.} « 
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^ CHOICE OF A PROFESSION 13 

junfftures ? There, I confess, you pose me on the threshold. 

I have examined my o^vnf recollections ; I have interro- 
gated others ; and with all the will in the world to serv? 
you bettei> I fear I can only tell you that the wise, in these 
circumstances, act upon no principles whatever. This is 
disappointing to you ;*it painful to myself ; but if I 
am to declare the truth as I see it, I must repeat that wisdom 
has nothing to do with the choice of a profession. 

We all know what people say, and very foolish it usually 
is. The question is to get inside of these flourishes, and 
discover what it is they think and ought to say : to^erform,^ 
in short, th^ Socratic Ofieratiqp. — The more r^ady-madli 
answers there are to any question, the more abjruse it 
becomes ; for those of whom we make the enquiry have 
the less need of consideration before they reply. The 
world bein^morc or less beset wifcli Anxious Enquirers of 
the SoCi4uc persuasion, it is the object of a Liberal Educa- 
tion to equip people with a proper number of these answers 
by way of passport ; so they can pass swimmingly to and 
fro on their affairs without the trouble of thinking. How 
should a banker know his own mind ? It takes him all his 
time to manage his bank. If you saw a company of pil- 
grims, walking as if for a wSger, each with his teeth set ; 
and if you happea^ to ask them one after another : 
Whither they w^lre going ? and from each you were to 
receive the same answer ; that positively they yere 411 in 
such a hurry, they had never found leisure to enquire into 
thj nature of their errand: — confess, my^dear sir, you 
would be startled at the indifference they exh^ited. Am 
1 going too far, if I say, that this is the condition of the 
large majority of our fellow-men ihS almost all our fellow- 
women ? • • ^ 

I stop a banker. ^ • 

“ My g^d fellow,” I say, ” give ffic a momont.” 

“ I have not a moment ijp^spare,” says he^ 

“ Why ? ” I diquire. • 

“I m^8t»be^banking,” he replies. I am so busiW 
engaged in banking all jjay long that I l^ve hardly Icisirfe* 
for my^neals.” ^ 
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** And what/* I continue my interrogatory, “ is tfank- 
ing?** 4 

<• “ Sir/* says he, “ it is my business.” 

“ Your business ? *’ I repeatf “ And what<»is a man*s 
business ? ** 

“ Why,** cries the banket*, “ a® man’s business is his 
duty.** And with that he breaks away from me, and I see 
him skimming to his avocations. 

But this is A sort of answer that provokes reflection. Is 
a man*s business his duty ? Or perhaps should not his 
•duty bephis business ? If it is not my duty to conduct a 
«rbank (and I contend that it is tfiot) is it thd duty of my 
friend the banker ? Who* told him it was ? Is it in the 
Bible f Is he sure that banks are a good thing ? Might it 
not have beeh his duty to stand aside, and let some one else 
conduct the bank ? Or perhaps ought he not to have been 
a ship-captain instead ? All these perplexing queries 
may be summed up under one head :^the grave problem 
which my friend offers to the world : Why is he a 
Banker ? 

Well^ why is it ? There is one principal reason, I 
conceive: that the ^ man was trapped. Education, as 
practised, is a form of haj«iessing with the friendliest 
intentions. The fellow was hardly ii'^trousers before they 
whipped him into school ; hardly don'e-vith school before 
into an office ; it is ten to one they have 
into the bargain ; and all this before 
he has had tftne so much as to imagine that there be 
any other ^ractica|;>le course. Drum, drum, drum ; you 
must be in time for school ; you must do your Cornelius 
Nepps ; you must kee|) ^our hands clean ; you must go to 
parties — a youhg ifiarf should make friends^; and, finally 
- — ^you must take this opening in a bank. He has been used 
to caper tq,this sort « piping from the first ; ^d he joins 
the regiment of bank clerks for gre<:isely the same reason as 
he used to go lo the nursery at the strokef of eight. Then 
at last, rubjjing his hands with ^ compkeent smile, the 
toent lays his conjifring pipe aside. The trick is per- 
•mrmed, ladies and gdntlemen ; * the ^^rild ass’s* colt, ia 


they^muaglcd him 
had him married 
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broken in ;*and ftow sits diligently scribing. Thus it is, 
that* out of men, we make bankers. 

You have doubtless be#n present at the washing of 
sheep, which is a brisk, high-handed piece of manoeuvring^ 
in its way%; but what is ft, as a subject of contemplation, 
to the case of the poor young animal, Man, turned loose 
into this roaring worlfl, herded by robustious guardians, 
taken with the panic before he has wit endugh to apprehend 
its cause, and soon flying with all his heels in the van of the 
general stampede ? It may be that in aften years, he shall 
fall upon a train of reflection, and begin narrowly to 
scrutinise the reasons that decided his path anc^his con> 
tinned mad tictivity in th^t direction. And perhaps he ni^j^ 
be very well pleased at the retfospect, and see Afty things 
that might have been worse, for one that would hive been 
better ; and even supposing him to take the other cue, 
bitterly to deplore the circumstances in which he is placed 
and bitterly to reprobate the jockeying that got him into 
them, the fact is, jt is too late to indulge such whims. It 
is too late, after the train has started, to debate the need- 
fulness of this particular journey : the door is locked, the 
express goes tearing overland at sixty miles an l!bur ; he 
had better betake himself to sleep or the daily paper, ^nd 
discourage unavailing thoisght. He sees many pleasant 
places out of the wmdow : cottages in a garden, angles by 
the riverside, bijiJflnns voyaging the sky ; but as for him, 
he is booked for all his natural days, and mupt remain a 
banker to the end. • 

^If the juggling only began with school-titeie, if even the 
domineering friends and counsellors had made a choice of 
their own, there might still be some pretenSion to phil- 
osophy in the affair. But no. •Uhey too were trapped ; 
they are but®tame elephants unwiutirl^ly Cnsnaring others, 
and were themselves ensnared bj^tame elephants of 
older dogiestication. We have 5 ll learned our tricks in 
captivity, to the spiritgig of Mrs. Grundy ana a system of 
rewards and pifnishments.* The crack of the whip and the 
trough of fodd«r : the cut direct and an invitation to dinner: 
the galfows and the Sftiorter Catedhism : a pat noon 
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head and a stinging lash on the revere : tly^se' are the 
elements of education and the principles of the Practical 
Philosophy. Sir Thomas BroVjme, in the earlier part of 
tj\e Seventeenth Century, had already apprehended the 
staggering fact that geography il, a considerable part of 
orthodoxy ; and that a man who, when born in London, 
makes a conscientious Protestant, *»vould have made an 
equally conscientiius Hindu ff he had first seen daylight 
in Benares. This is but a small part, however important, 
of the things that are settled for us by our place of birth. An 
Englishman drinks beer and tastes his liquor in the throat ; 

Frenchman drinks wine and tastes it in the front of the 
mouth, ftence, a single beverag^Jasts the Frenchman all 
iiternoon ;* and the Englishfnan cannot spend above a very 
short tirtie in a cafe, but he must swallow half a bucket. 
The Englishman stakes a cold tub every morning in his 
bedroom ; the Frenchman has an occasional- hot bath. 
The Englishman has an^iinlimited family and will die in 
harness ; the Frenchman retires upon a^ competency with 
three children at the outside. So this imperative national 
tendency' follows us through all the privacies of life, 
dictates €ur thoughts, and attends us to the grave. We 
do nothing, we say nothing, we wear nothing, but it is 
stamped with the Queen’s Arms. Wc are English down 
to our boots and into our digestions. T^iere is not a dogma 
of all those by which wc lead young moir, but we get it 
• ourseUfes, between sleep and waking, between death and 
life, in a complete abeyance of the reasoning part. 

“ But how, sir,’’ (you will ask) “ is there then no wisdom 
in the world ? And when my admirable father was this 
I day urging Ine, with the most affecting expressions, to 
decide on an industrio|ts^ honest and lucrative employ- 

•ment ? ” EAougii,f3ir ; I follow your thoughts, and 

^dll answer them to the^utmost of my ability. Your father, 
for whom I entertain j^'i^ingular esteem is, I am^roud to 
believe, a prSfessing Christian : the pospel, therefore, is or 
ought to be his* rule of conduit'. Now, F am of course 
ignorant of the terms employed by your father ; but I 
«epQLte here from a very urgent letter, written by inother 
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parent, whft was % man of sense, integrity, great energy, 
and a Christian persuasion, and who has perh^aps set forth 
the common view with a tertain innocent openness of his 
own : • 

“ You \xe now come to that time of life,” he writes to 
his son, “ and have reason within yourself to consider the 
absolute necessity of making provision for the time when 
it will be asked. Who is this man ? Is ht? doing any good in 
the world ? Has he the means of being ‘ One of us ' ? I 
beseech you,” he goes on, rising in emotioft, and appealing 
to his son by name, “ I beseech you do not trifle with this 
till it actually comes upon you. Bethink yourself and 

bestir yourself as a maA. Tj^is is the time ” and 

forth. This gentleman has candour ; he is perspicacious, 
and has to deal apparently with a perspicacious pick-logic 
of a son ; and hence the startling pcrspieacify of the docu- 
ment. BiJt, my dear sir, what,a principle of life I To 
“ do gOuJ in the world ” is to be received into a society, 
apart from persoaal affection. I could name many forms 
of evil vastly more exhilarating w^hether in prospect or 
enjoyment. If I scraped money, believe me, it ^hould be 
for some more cordial purpose. And then, scraping money? 
It seems to me as if he had forgotten the Gospel. This is 
a view of life not quite the ^aine as the Christian, which the 
old gentleman pmfessed and sincerely studied to practise. 
But upon this jfwnt, I dare dilate no further. Suffice it to 
say, that looking round me on the manifestations 1)f this 
Christian society of ours, I have been often* tempted to 
eiKclaim : What, then, is Antichrist ? ^ 

A wisdom, at least, which professes one s^t of proposi- 
tions and yet acts upon another, can be no very entire or* 
rational ground of conduct. Efoflbtless,^there is much in 
this questidli of money ; and fof my part, I believe noT 
young man ought to be at pcace^till he is self-supporting, 
and has#an open, clear life of it tin his ow^j foundation. 
But here a considerattoij pccurs to me of, as I must con- 
sider, startling originality. It is this : That there are two 
sides this <fuestion,as well as ^ so many pthers. Make. 
morc^? — Aye, qjr speijd less ? ^ere^is no absolute ^tSlT 
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upon a man to make any specific incomef unlesS\ indeecj, he 
has set his immortal soul on being “ One of us.*’ 

A thoroughly respectable intome is as much as a man 
cpends. A luxurious income, or trpe opulence, is something 
more than a man spends. Raise the income, *1ower the 
expenditure, and, my dear sir, surprising as it seems, we 
have the same result. But 1“ hear you remind me, with 
pursed lips, of ‘privations — of hardships. Alas ! sir, 
there are privations upon either side ; the banker has to 
sit all day in Ifis bank, a serious privation ; can you not 
conceive that the landscape painter, whom I take to be the 
meanest and most lost among contemporary men, truly 
deliberately prefers th^ privltions upon liis side — ^to 
wear no gfoves, to drink beer, to live on chops or even on 
potatoes, and lastly, not to be “ One of us ** — ^truly and 
deliberately prefers his privations to those of the banker ? 
I can. Yes, sir, I repe^ the words ; I can. believe me, 
there are Rivers in Bohemia I — ^but there is nothing so 
hard to get people to understand as this : That they pay 
for their money ; and nothing so difficult to make them 
remember as this : That money, when they have it, is for 
most of (hem, at least, only a cheque to purchase pleasure 
with. How then if a man gets pleasure in following an 
art ? He might gain more cheques by following another ; 
but then, although there is a differef^re in cheques, the 
amount of pleasure is the same. He "^ets some of his 
directly ; ucilike the bank clerk, he is having his fortnight’s 
holiday, and doing what delights him, all the year. 

All these piftent truisms have a very strange air, when 
written dowp. But that, my dear sir, is no fault of mine or 
"'’of the truisms. There they are. I beseech you, do not 
trifle tvith them. Bethiftlf yourself like a man. This is the 
^time. ^ 

< But, you say, all thip is very well ; it does not help me 
to a choice.t, Once more, sir, you have me ; it does not. 
What shall I say ? A choice, tfs remember, is almost 
more of a negative than a positive. You embrace one thing ; 
but you refuse a thousand. The ijiost liberal "profession 
^Ifflprisons many eijergies^ and starvfs ma:py aflfections. If 



CHOICE OF A PROFESSION 19 

you jre in a1)ank, ^ou cannot be much upori the sea. You 
cannot be both a first-rate violinist and a first-rate painter ; 
you must lose in the one artff you persist in following both. 
If you are sure of your preference, follow it. If not — nayf 
my dear sft, it is not for me or any man to go beyond this 
point. God made you ; not I. I cannot even make you over 
again. I have heard of a scHbolmastcr, whose speciality it 
was to elicit the bent of each pupil : poor schoolmaster, 
poor pupils I As for me, if you have nothing indigenous 
in your own heart, no living preference, no fine, human 
scorn, I leave you to the tide ; it will sweep you some- 
where. Haye you but a grain of inclination, I will help^ 
you. If you wish to be !l costermonger, be it, ghame th% 
devil ; and I will stand the donkey. If you wis^ to be 
nothing, once more I leave you to the tide. 

I regret profoundly, my dear young sir* nof only for you 
in whom I see such a lively promise of the future, but for 
the sake of your admirable and truly worthy father and 
youi no less exceMent mamma, that my remarks should 
seem no more conclusive. I can give myself this praise, 
that I have kept back nothing ; but this, alas 1 is^ subject 
on which there is little to put forward. It will probably 
not much matter what you decide upon doing ; for nwst 
men seem to sink at length tS the degree of stupor necessary 
for contentment in.^heir different estates. Yes, sir, this 
is what I have dfJserved. Most men are happy, and most 
men dishonest. Their mind sinks to the proper tevel ; 
their honour easily accepts the custom of the tra*de. I wish 
you may find degeneration no more painful than your 
neighbours, soon sink into apathy, and be long spared in a 
state of respectable somnambulism, from the grave to 
which we haste. * * 

R. L. S. 
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T he scenp is the deck of an Atlantic liner, close by 
the doors of the ashpit, where it is warm : the time, 
night : the persons, an emigrant of an inquiring turn of 
^'mind aifd a deck hand. “ Now,” says the emigrant, “ is 
^here notrany book that gtves a true picture of a sailor’s 
life ? “ Well,” returns the other, with great delibera- 

tion and emphasis, ‘‘ there is one ; that is just a sailor’s 
life. You know* all about it, if you know tha^.” — “ What 
do you call it ? ” asks the emigrant. — “ They call it Tom 
Holfs Log,** says the sailor. The emigrant entered the 
fact in his note-book : with a wonderiiJg query as to what 
sort of stuff this Tom Holt would prove to be : and a doublc- 
headed prophecy that it would prove one of two things : 
either a solid, dull, admirable piece of truth, or mere ink 
arfd banditti. Well, the enjigrant was wrong : it was 
something more curious than either, for it was a work by 
Stephens Hayward, 


I 

(I 

In this paper I propose to put the authors’ namesMn 
capital letters ; theemost of them have not much hope of 
durable renown ; their day is past, the poor dogs — they 
begin swiftly t^ be, fcfrgotten ; and Hayward is of the 
number. Yet he was a popular writer ; and what is really 
^odd, he had a vein of , hare-brained merit. There never 
a mam of less pr&ension ; the intoxicating presence 
of an ink-bottl^, which was toc>mitich for the strong head 
bf l^apoleon, left him sobef and light-hearted ; he had no 
of literary vanity ; he was never af the trouble to 
be dull. His tworks^ fell out ef datp in the 4^ys of 
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printing. ’ TJhey w(?re the unhatched eggs of Arab tales ; 
^adft for word-of-mouth recitation, certain (if thus told) 
to captivate an audience o4 boys or any simple people — 
certain, on the lips of a generation or two of public story 
tellers, to iake on new mfcrit and become cherished lore. 
Such tales as a man, such rather as a boy, tells himself at 
night, not without smilfng,«a» he drops asleep ; such, with 
the same exhilarating range of incideift and the same 
trifling ingenuities, with no more truth to experience and 
scarcely more cohesion, Hayward told. If so consider 
The Diamond Necklace^ or the Twenty Captains^ which is 
what I remember best of Hayward, you will §nd thaU 
staggering narrative grow#quite conceivable. ^ 

A gentleman (his name forgotten — HaywarI) had no 
taste in names) puts an advertisement in the papers, 
inviting nineteen other gentlemen to joiq him in a likely 
enterprise. •The nineteen appear j)romptly, nineteen, no 
more, nc less : see the ease of the recumbent story-teller, 
half-asleep, hanging on the verge of that country of dreams, 
Avhere candles come alight and journeys are accomplished 
at the wishing ! These twenty, all total strangers, are to 
put their money together and form aii association*bf strict 
equality : hence its name — The Twenty Captains. Ajid 
it is no doubt very pleasant no be equal to anybody, even 
in name ; and migjjty desirable (at least in the eyes of 
young gentlemer^UK'aring this tale in the school dormitory) 
to be called captain, even in private. But the depce ofrit is, 
the founder has no enterprise in view, and here,^ou would 
th^nk, the least wary capitalist would leave <us chair, and 
buy a broom and a crossing with his^money, rather than 
place it in the hands of this total stranger, wh^se mind by 
his own confession was a blank, tand whose real name 
was probablydVEacaire. No such msittCr in*the book. With 
the ease of dreaming, the association's founded ; and againr 
with thejiase of dreaming (HA^fs^RD being^now three 
parts asleep) the enterprise, in the shape of a persecuted 
heiress and a truly damnafife a»d idiotic ariMocrat, appears 
upon the seen®. For some time, ouf drowsy story-teller 
dodges Slong upon the frontiers df incoherence, hardijf 
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at the trouble to invent, never at the trouble to write 
literature ; but suddenly his interest brightens upj he ^ 
sees something in front of him, turns on the pillow, 
shakes off the tentacles of slumber, and puts his back 
into his tale. Injured innocerlce takes a special train 
to Dover ; damnable idiot takes another and pursues ; 
the twenty captains reach the station five minutes after, 
and demand a thild. It is against the rules, they are told ; 
not more than two specials (here is good news for the rail- 
way traveller) are allowed at the same time upon the line. 
Is injured innocence, with her diamond necklace, to lie at 
fhe mcr^y of an aristocrat ? Forbid it, Heaven and the 
jCheap Press ! The twenty captains slip unobserved into 
me engint-house, steal ad engine, and forth upon the 
Dover <ine I As well as I can gather, there were no 
stations and no pointsmen on this route to Dover, which 
must in consequence be quick and safe. One thing it had 
in common with other and less simple railways, it had a 
line of telegraph wires ; and these tlje twenty captains 
decided to destroy. One of them, you will not be surprised 
to learn, had a coil of rope — in his pocket, I suppose ; 
another-*-again I shall not surprise you — was an Irishman 
an^ given to blundering. One end of the line was made 
fast to a telegraph post ; one (by the Irishman) to the 
engine : all aboard — full steam ahe^ — a double crash, 
and there was the telegraph post upmK^he ground, and 
here-^-mart^ my Hayward ! was something carried away 
upon the engine. All eyes turn to see what it is : an 
integral part the machinery ! There is now no meg,ns 
of reducing speed ; on thunders the engine, full steam 
ahead, dowFi this remarkable route to Dover ; on speed 
the twenty captains, n#t*very easy in their minds. Pre- 
% sently, the drivfcr of the second special (the aristocrat’s) 
^ooks behind him, sees an engine on his track, signals, 
signals in vain, finds hhnself being overhauled,, pokes up 
his fire ancP— full steam ahead in flight. Presently after, 
the driver of the first special Tmjured innocence’s) looks 
behind, sees a special on his track and am engine on the 
-“HpAQk of the special, signals, signals in vain, and Sie too — 
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full^team ahead in flight. Such a day on the Dover line ! 
But at last the second spej:ial smashes into the first, and 
the engine into both ; and for my part, I think there was 
an end of^that romance. • But Hayward was by this timf 
fast asleep : not a life was lost ; not only that, but the 
various parties recoveaed goysciousness and resumed their 
wild career (only now, of course, on foot and across qpun- 
try) in the precise original order : injured innocence leading 
by a length, damnable aristocrat with still ^ore damnable 
valet (like one man) a good second, and the twenty captains 
(again like one man) a bad third ; so that here was the story 
going on again just as before, and this appalling cAastrophfi 
on the Dover line reduced to the proportions of,a mornirjf^ 
call. The feelings of the company (it is true) are r^t dwelt 
upon. , 

Now, I do not mean that Tom Holt i^ quite such high- 
flying fo^ly as The Twenty Captaii^ ; for it is no such thing, 
nor half so entertaining. Still it flowed from the same 
irresponsible braih ; still it was the mere drowsy divaga- 
tion of a man in bed, now tedious, now extravagant — 
always acutely untrue to life as it is, often pleasantly 
coincident with childish hopes of what life ought to be — 
as (for instance) in the matter of that little pleasure-boat, 
rigged, to every bljjck and rope, as a full-rigged ship, in 
which Tom go^^'^ailing — happy child ! And this was the 
work that an actual tarry seaman recommended for a 
picture of his own existence ! 

II 

• 

It was once my fortune to an interyiew with Mr.*^ 
HAYWARD’Sipublisher : a very angbie gentleman in. a very 
small office in a shady court off Fleet Street. We had some* 
talk together of the works he issiftd and the authors wHb 
supplied them ; and it was strange to hear hkn talk for all 
the world as one of ouf ^u^lishers might have talked of 
one of us^ on^y with a more obliging frankness, so that the 
privattflife of these gfeat men was more or less unveiled to 
me. • So and 90 (he^ told me, tamong other things) 
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demanded an advance upon a novel) had laid out the sum .^ 
(apparently on spirituous drinjjs) and refused to finish the 
work. “ We had to put it in the hands of Bracebridge 
^ tlEMMiNG/* said the publisher with a chuckle : “ he 
finished it.” And then with conviction : “ A most reliable 
author, Bracebridge Hemming.” I have no doubt the 
nanq^e is new to tbe reader ; it was not so to me. Among 
these great men of the dust there is a touching ambition 
which punish^ itself ; not content with such glory as 
comes to them, they long for the glory of being bound — 
long to invade, between six boards, the homes of that 
'aristocracy whose manners they^^o often find* occasion to 
Expose ; ffnd sometimes (once in a long lifetime) the gods 
give the,m this also, and they appear in the orthodox three 
volumes and, are fleered at in the critical press, and lie 
quite unread in circulating libraries. One suchhwork came 
in my mind : The Bondage of Brandon^ by Bracebridge 
Hemming. I had not found much pleasure in the volumes ; 
but I was the more glad to think that Mr. Hemming*s 
name was quite a household word, and himself quoted 
for “a it?liable author,” in his own literary circles. 

On my way westward from this interview, I was aware 
of U first floor in Fleet Street rigged up with wire window- 
blinds, brass straps, and gilt lettering^ Office for the sale 
of the works of Pierce Egan. “ Ay, ]VfrS?pAN,” thought I, 

” and have you an office all to yourself ! ” And then 
remembered that he too had once revelled in three volumes : 
The Flower ofi*he Flock the book was called, not without 
pathos for the considerate mind ; but even the flower, of 
Egan’s flock vas not good enough for the critics or the circu- 
lating libraries, so that I(P®rchascd my own copy, quite un- 
read, for three sliiliings a railway bookstall. - Poor dogs, I 
thought, what ails you, that you should have the desire of 
this fictitious upper pc^wlarity, made by hack journalists 
and countersigned by yawning girls? .Yours is the mote true. 
Your butcher, the landlady^ at Y^ur seaside lodgings— if 
you can afford that indulgence, the barmaid v/hom you 
4]4Qibtt6SS court, even the Rates arid Taxes that 'besiege 
your door, have actually read your tales and actually 'know 
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vour names. •Ther<! was a waiter once (or so the story goes) 
who Imew not the name of Tennyson : that of Hemming 
perhaps had brought the fight into his eyes, or Viles 
perhaps, or Errym, or th§ great J. F. Smith, or the un-^ 
utterable Rfeynolds, to whom even here I must deny his 
capitals.' — Fancy, if yoy can (thought I), that I languish 
under the reverse of your c6nq)laint ; an(^ being an upper- 
class author, bound and criticised, long for the penny 
number and the weekly woodcut 1 ^ 

Well, I know that glory now. I have tried and on the 
whole I have failed : just as Egan and Hemming failed in 
the circulatiijg libraries. It is my consolation that'Charles • 
Reade nearly wrecked thA vali^ble property, tl|p London^ 
Journaly which must instantly fall back on Mr. JEgan ; 
and the king of us all, George Meredith, once staggered the 
circulation of a weekly newspaper. A setvant-maid used 
to come an3 boast when she had cead another chapter of 
Treasure Island : that any pleasure should attend the 
exercise never crossed her thoughts, I’he same tale, in a 
penny paper of a high class, was mighty coldly looked upon ; 
by the delicate test of the correspondence column.^ I could 
see I was far to leeward ; and there was one giant on the 
staff (a man with some talent, when he chose to use it) 
with whom I very early perceived it was in vain to rival. 
Yet I was thought- %ell of on my penny paper for two 
reasons : one thSt the publisher was bent on raising the 
standard — a difficult enterprise in which he has^to a great 
extent succeeded ; the other, because (lik^ Bracebridge 
Hemming) I was “ a reliable author.” For our great men 
of the dust are apt to be behind with copy, $ 

III 

How I came to be such a stuclptt of our penny press^ 
demands ^perhaps some explanation. I was brought up 
on Cassells Family Pdpev 4 but the lady, who was kind 
enough to read the tales aloud*to me was subject to sharp 
attacks #f ^conlcience.^ She took jthe Family Paper on 
confid^ce ; the f^les it«contained^being«Family Tales, not 
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novels. But every now and then, something would occur 
to alarm her finer senses ; she would express a well- 
grounded fear that the current? fiction was “ going to turn 
Out a Regular Novel ** ; and thejamily paper, with my pious 
approval, would be dropped. Vet neither she'lhor I were 
wholly stoical ; and when Saturday came round, we would 
study the windows of the st^itioner and try to fish out of 
subsequent woodcuts and their legends the further adven- 
tures of our favourites. Many points are here suggested 
for the casuist ; definitions of the Regular Novel and the 
Family Tale are to be desired ; and quite a paper might be 
•^written on the relative merit of reading a fiction outright 
and lusting after it at the stationer’s window. ' The experi- 
ence at least had a great effect upon my childhood. This 
inexpensive pleasure mastered me. Each new Saturday 
I would go from one newsvendor’s window to another’s, 
till I was master of the ^veekly gallery and had thoroughfy 
digested “ The Baronet Unmasked,” “ So and so approach- 
ing the Mysterious House,” “ The Discovery of the Dead 
Body in the Blue Marl Pit,” “ Dr. Vargas Removing the 
Senseless Body of F'air Lilias,” and whatever other snatch 
of unknown story and glimpse of unknown characters 
that gallery afforded. I do not know that I ever enjoyed 
fiction more ; those books that we have (in such a way) 
avoided reading, are all so excelleiitl_;^ written ! And in 
early years, we take a book for its matc/fdl, and act as our 
own krtists, keenly realising that which pleases us, leaving 
the rest aside. I never supposed that a book was to com- 
mand me untn, one disastrous day of storm, the heaven 
full of turbulent vapours, the streets full of the squalling 
of the gale, the windows resounding under bucketfuls of 
rain,^my mother read dWud to me Macbeth, I cannot say 
I thought the experiehce agreeable ; I far ^preferred the 
Mitch- water stories tl\"*t a child could dip and skip and 
doze over,, stealing at times materials for play; it was 
something new and shocking tq^be thus ravished by a giant, 
and I shrank under the l^utal grasp. But the spot in 
memory is still sensitiye ; nor do I ever rdAd tSia,’- tragedy 
**tfiCit I hear the galp howling up the, valley^ of the Leith. 
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All thiis'wliile I Muould never buy upon my own account ; 
^cnCt were scarce, conscience busy ; and I would study 
the pictures and dip into thetexposed columns, but not buy. 
My fall was brought about by a truly romantic incident^ 
Perhaps th^ reader knows Neidpath Castle, where it stands, 
bosomed in hills, on a green promontory ; Tweed at its 
base running through tke^gamut of a busy river, from 
the pouring shallow to the brown pool. 5 n the days when 
I was thereabout, and that part of the earth was made a 
heaven to me by many things now lost, by boats, and 
bathing, and the fascination of streams, and the delights of 
comradeship, and those (surely the prettiest and simplest) 
of a boy and* girl romance^-in those days of ArcaSy there^ 
dwelt in the upper story of the 'castle one whom*I believe 
to have been the gamekeeper on the estate. The res? of the 
place stood open to incursive urchins ; ^and there, in a 
deserted chamber, we found some half-a-dozen numbers 
of BlacL BcifS, or the Knight of the Road, a work by Edward 
V iLES. So far as we are aware , no one had visited that cham- 
ber (which was in a turret) since Lambert blew in the doors 
of the fortress with contumelious IDnglish cannon. Yet it 
could hardly have been Lambert (in whatever Ifurry of 
military operations) who had left these samples of romance ; 
and the idea that the gamekoeper had anything to do with 
them was one that ^jJe discouraged. Well, the offence is 
now covered by fyiifecription ; we took them away ; and in 
the shade of a contiguous fir-wood, lying on blaebesrics, 

I made my first acquaintance with the art of Mr. Viles. 
From this author, I passed on to Malcolm J. Errym (the 
name to my present scrutiny suggesting an anagram on 
Merry), author of Edith the Captive, The Treasures of St, 
Mark, A Mystery in Scarlet, George Barington, Sea-drift, 
Townsend the%Runner, and a variety* <>f other well-named 
romances. Memory may play me f^e, but I believe there 
was a kind of merit about Errym. ^The Mystery in Scarlet 
runs in my mind to t|jis day ; and if any minter after 
autographs (and* I think the^wqrld is full of such) can lay 
his hands osl a «opy even imperfect, and will send it to me 
in the cfte of Messrs. Scribner, my gratitude (the muse- 
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consenting) will even drop into poetry. For’ I. have a 
curiosity to know what the Mystery in Scarlet was, a'nd 
renew acquaintance with King George and his valet Norris, 
who were the chief figures in ^he work and may be said to 
have risen in every page supefior to history *ind the ten 
commandments. Hence I passed on to Mr. Egan, whom 
I trust the reader does not concfusi with the author oi Tom 
and Jerry ; the two are quite distinct, though I have some- 
times suspected they were father and son. I never enjoyed 
Egan as I did Errym ; but this was possibly a want of 
taste, and Egan would do. Thence again I was suddenly 
brought face to face with Mr. Reynolds. A school-fellow, 
acquainted with my debasing^** tastes, supplied me with 
The Mysteries of London ^ and I fell back revolted. The 
same school-fellow (who seems to have been a devil of a 
fellow) supplied me about the same time with one of those 
contributions to literal, ure (and even to art) from which 
the name of the publisher is modestly withheld. It was a 
far more respectable work than The l^ysteries of London. 
J. F. Smith when I was a child, Errym when I was a boy, 
Hayward when I had attained to man’s estate, these I 
read fdr pleasure ; the others, down to Sylvanus Cobb, 
Lhave made it my business to know (as far as my endurance 
would support me) from k sincere interest in human 
nature and the art of letters. l _ 

IV 

What kinA of talent is required to please this mighty 
public ? tjaat was my Ihrst question, and was soon amended 
with the words, “ if any.” J. F. Smith was a man of un- 
deniable talent, Erry^x knd Hayw^ard have a certain spirit, 
and even in Egai 4 tiie very tender might- recognise the 
rudiments of a sort pf literary gift ; but the cases on the 
other sid^^are quite^cbnclusive. Take Hemming, or the 
dull luffian Reynolds, or Sylv^t)iU?>Cobb, of whom perhaps 
I have only seen unfortunate examples— ‘they seem not to 
have the t^ents of a rabbit, and yvhy any^oneJ- should read 
is a thing that passes wonc^er. A plain-spoken and 
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possibly tiigH-thinKing critic might here perhaps return 
^pon me with my own expressions. And he would have 
missed the point. For I sBnd my fellows have no such 
popularity to be accounted for. The reputation of an^ 
upper-clas^ author is made for him at dinner-tables and 
nursed in newspaper paragraphs, and, when all is done, 
amounts to no great matter* ^We call it popularity, surely 
in a pleasant error, A flippant writer in the Saturday 
Review expressed a doubt if I had ever cherished a “ gen- 
teel ” illusion ; in truth I never had many, but this was one 
— and I have lost it. Once I took the literary author at his 
own esteem ; I behold him now like one oi those* gentle- • 
men who rea*d their own MS. descriptive poetry aloud to 1 
wife and babes around the evening hearth ; addressing a 
mere parlour coterie and quite unknown to the great world 
outside the villa windows. At such pigmy* reputation, 
Reynolds or* Cobb, or Mrs. Soutjhworth can afford to 
smile. JJy spontaneous public vote, at a cry from the 
unorganic masses, these great ones of the dust were laurelled. 
And for what ? 

Ay, there is the question : For what } How is this great 
honour gained ? Many things have been suggesteS. The 
people (it has been said) like rapid narrative. If so, the 
taste is recent, for both Snfith and Egan were leisurely 
writers. It has been maid they like incident, not character. 

I am not so sur#.^ G. P. R. James was an upper-class 
author, J. F. Smith a penny pressman ; the two ar6 in 
some ways not unlike ; but — ^here is the curiosity — James 
made far the better story, Smith was far the more successful 
with his characters. Each (to bring the parallel hpme) wrote 
a novel called The Stepmother ; each introduced a pair of old 
maids ; and let any one study thS Fesult ! ^ James’s Step- 
mother is a cipital tale, but SmithS^old maids are like 
Trollope at his best. It is said a^ifi that the people like 
crime. C^ainly they do. But tire great ones sf the dust 
have no monopoly of that, |ind their less fortunate rivals 
hammer away af murder and abduction unapplauded. 

I returji tt) liilger aboi^t my seaman on the Atlantic liner, 
I shall be told he^is exceptional. I*am {empted to think,' 
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on the other hand, that he may be n6rmal.^' The critical 
attitude, whether to books or life — how if that were thl^„ 
true exception ? How if Toin Holts Log, surreptitiously 
^perused by a harbour-side, had been the means of sending 
my mariner to sea ? How if fie were still uitfconsciously 
expecting the Tom Holt part of the business to begin — 
perhaps to-morrow ? Hov^, ‘feveh, if he had never yet 
awakened to the discrepancy between that singular picture 
and the facts ? Let us take another instance. The Young 
Ladies^ Journal is an elegant miscellany which I have 
frequently observed in the possession of the barmaid. 
In a lone house on a moorland, I was once supplied 
with quite a considerable fi\& of this prbduction and 
(the weather being violent) devoutly read it. The tales 
were not ill done ; they were well abreast of the aver- 
age tale in' a ecirculating library ; there was only one 
difference, only one th/.ng to remind me I w-ls in the land 
of penny numbers instead of the parish of three volumes . 
Disguise it as the authors pleasedr(and they showed 
ingenuity in doing so) it was always the same tale they 
must relate : the tale of a poor girl ultimately married to 
a peer of the realm or (at the worst) a baronet. The circum- 
slance is not common in life ; but how familiar to the mus- 
ings of the barmaid ! The titles were not true to what men 
see ; they were true to what the reai^'crs dreamed. 

Let us try to remember how fancy^v orks in children ; 
with what selective partiality it reads, leaving often the 
bulk of the b^iok unrealised, but fixing on the rest and living 
it ; and what a passionate impotence it shows — ^what pQwer 
of adoption, what , weakness to create. It seems to be not 
much otherwise with uneducated readers. They long, 
not to enter into the li^S of others, but to behold themselves 
in changed sSuatiorts, ardently but impcJ-cCntly precon- 
ceived. The imaginiition (save the mark I) of the popular 
author hqre comes to^he rescue, supplies soijgie body of 
circumstance to these phantqip aspirations, and conducts 
the readers where they will. Where they will : that’s the 
point ; elsewhere they will not follow. When 5 \^s a child, 
if I came on a bpok m which the^ characters wore armour, 
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it fell from my hancl ; I had no criterion of merit, simply 
That one decisive taste, that^my fancy refused to linger in 
the middle ages. And the mind of the uneducated reader 
is mailed with similar restfictions. So it is that we must^ 
account fo? a thing otherwise unaccountable : the popu- 
larity of some of these gfeat ones of the dust. In defect of 
any other gift, they have instinctive syippathy with the 
popular mind. They can thus supply to the shop-girl and 
the shoe-black vesture cut to the pattern qf their naked 
fancies, and furnish them with welcome scenery and 
properties for autobiographical romancing. 

Even in readers of an upper class, wc may perceive the ^ 
traces of a similar hestitatifcn ; eji^en for them a writer may 
be loo exotic. The villain, even the heroine, ma^ be a 
Feejee islander, but only on condition the hero is one of 
ourselves. ]^t is pretty to see the thing T*eversed in the 
Arabian tale (Torrens or Burton-^rthe tale is omitted in 
popular editions) where the Moslem hero carries off the 
Christian amazon ; •and in the exogamous romance, there 
lies, interred a good deal of human history and human 
nature. But the question of exogamy is foreigr^ to the 
purpose. Enough that we are not readily pleased without 
a character of our own race and language ; so that, when 
the scene of a romance is laid on any distant soil, we look 
with eagerness an^l Confidence for the coming of the 
English traveller.^ With the readers of the penny-press 
the thing goes further. Burning as they are to^penefrate 
into the homes of the peerage, they must still<|jDe conducted 
theS'e by some character of their own class, into whose 
person they cheerfully migrate for the time ^^f reading. 
Hence the poor governesses supplied in the Young Ladies' 
Journal. Hence these dreary virtuous q^vri^s and ouvrjires 
of Xavier de Ulontepin, He can dS nothing with them ; 
and he is far too clever not to be ajvtre of that. When he 
writes for«the Figaro^ he discards Th€se venerable puppets 
and doubtless glories in^their absence ; but so soon as he 
must address the great audienefe of the halfpenny journal, 
out com% tfie jJlippets and are furbjshed up, .and take to 
drink again, and sy-e onoe more replaime^, and once more 
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falsely accused. See them for what they are^Mont^pin’s 
decoys ; without these he could not make his public feeK 
at home in the houses of the fraudulent bankers and the 
^wicked dukes. \ 

The reader, it has been said, migrates intd such cha* 
racters for the time of reading : lyider their name escapes 
the narrow prison of the individual career, and sates nis 
avidity for other lives. To what extent he ever emigrates 
again, and hoyv far the fancied careers react upon the true 
one, it would fill another paper to debate. But the case of 
my sailor shows their grave importance. “Tom Holt does 
not appiy to me,” thinks our dully-imaginatiye boy by the 
harbour-.side, “ for I am uot a bailor. But if I go to sea it 
will apply completely.” And he does go to sea. He lives 
surrounded by the fact, and does not observe it. He cannot 
realise, he cannot make a tale of his own life ; which 
crumbles in discrete impressions even as he^'lives it, and 
slips between the fingers of his memory like sand. It is 
not this that he considers in his rare hours of rumination, 
but that other life, which was all lit up for him by the 
humbl^^ talent of a Hayward — that other life which, God 
knows, perhaps he still believes that he is leading — the life 
of Tom Holt. 



ON SOME TECHNICAL ELEMENTS OF STYLE 
IN LITERATURE 


T here is nothing more disenchanting to man than to 
be shown the springs and mechanism of any art,- 
All our arts and occupatic^s lie^ wholly on the surface ; it 
is on the surface that we perceive their beauty, fitness, and 
significance ; and to pry below is to be appalled by their 
emptiness and shocked by the coarseness of thb strings and 
pulleys TT\*a similar way, psycholpgy itself, when pushed 
to any nicety, discovers an abhorrent baldness, but rather 
from the fault of our analysis than from any poverty native 
to the mind. And perhaps in aesthetics the reason is the 
same : those disclosures which seem fatal to the dignity 
of art seem so perhaps only in the proportion of our 
ignorance ; and those conscious and unconscious artifioes 
which it seems unworthy of the serious artist to employ 
were yet, if we had tbt power to trace them to their springs, 
indications of a iflicacy of the sense finer than we con- 
ceive, and hints of ancient harmonies in nature. This 
ignorahee at least is largely irremediable. We sliall never 
leaffn the affinities of beauty, for they lie too deep in nature 
and too far back in the mysterious history of #nan. The 
amateur, in consequence, will always grudgingly receive 
detaib of method, which can Bfe •stated but never, can 
wholly be ex^ained ; nay, on the fh-fnciple laid down in 
HudihraSy that t 

• ** Still the leu l^ej^understand, ^ 

The more thejr^d^Ue the »l6ight-o£-hand,” 

• • 

many are c(|nsdous at each new disclosure of a diminution 
in the arefour of their pleasure. I must therefore warn that 
well-kihown character, the gencrak readcir, that I am herq 

^9 
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embarked upon a most distasteful busmess : ^taking dovm 
the picture from the wall ancj looking on the back ; and)^ 
like the inquiring child, pulling the musical cart to pieces. 

I . Choice of Words , — The ar( of literature stands apart 
from among its sisters, because the material iA which the 
literary artist works is the dialect; of life ; hence, on the 
one hand, strange freshness ‘and immediacy of address to 
the public mind, which is ready prepared to understand 
it ; but henc^, on the other, a singular limitation. The 
sister arts enjoy the use of a plastic and ductile material, 
like the modeller’s clay ; literature alone is condemned 
'to worl^in mosaic with finite and quite rigid, words. You 
have seep these blocks dear to^ the nursery : this one a 
pillar „that a pediment, a third a window or a vase. It is 
with blocks of just such arbitrary size and figure that the 
literary architect is condemned to design thejpalace of his 
art. Nor is this all ; for since these blocks, or words, are 
the acknowledged currency of our daily affairs, there are 
here possible none of those suppressions by which other 
arts obtain relief, continuity, and vigour : no hieroglyphic 
touch, Jio smoothed impasto, no inscrutable shadow, as in 
painting ; no blank wall, as in architecture ; but every 
wbrd, phrase, sentence, and^ paragraph must move in a 
logical progression, and convey a definite conventional 
import. ^ ^ 

Now the first merit which attracts in the pages of a good 
writer, or, the talk of a brilliant conversationalist, is the apt 
choice and cciitrast of the words employed. It is, indeed, 
a strange art to take these blocks, rudely conceived for*the 
purpose ofche market or the bar, and by tact of application 
touch them the fine^. |^eanings and distinctions ; restore 
to them their primgl energy, wittily shift them to another 
issue, or make of them a drum to rouse the passions. But 
though this form oi merit is without doubt the most 
sensible and seizing, *itis far from being equally present 
in all writers. . The effect of Avoitls in Shakespeare, their 
singular justice, significaneb, and poetic charm^is different, 
indeed, from the effect of words in Addition ortFielding. 
Or, to take an example jiearer home, the words in^Carlyle 
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seeiji dectrSied into an energy of lineament, like the faces 
of men furiously moved ; ^whilst the words in Macaulay, 
apt enough to convey his meaning, harmonious enough in 
sound, yet glide from tj^e memory like undistinguishrfl 
elements in a general effect. But the first class of writers 
have no monopoly of ]itera^ merit. There is a sense in 
which Addison is superior fo Carlyle ; ,a sense in which 
Cicero is better than Tacitus, in which Voltaire excels 
Montaigne : it certainly lies not in the cljoice of words ; 
it lies not in the interest or value of the matter ; it lies not 
in force of intellect, of poetry, or of humour. I'he three 
first are but^infants to the three second ; and yet #ach, in J 
particular point of literafy art| excels his superior in thei» 
whole. What is that point ? ^ 

2. The Web. — Literature, although it stands apart by 
reason of tjjje great destiny and general use of its medium 
in the affairs of men, is yet an art Jike other arts. Of these 
we may distinguish two great classes : those arts, like 
sculpture, painting, acting, which are representative, or as 
used to be said very clumsily, imitative ; and those, like 
architecture, music, and the dance, which are self-jufficient, 
and merely presentative. Each class, in right of this 
distinction, obeys principles apart ; yet both may claim a 
common ground of existence, and it may be said with 
sufficient justice ^tltet the motive and end of any art 
whatever, is to fnake a pattern ; a pattern, it may be, of 
colours, of sounds, of changing attitudes, geomelrical 
figures, or imitative lines ; but still a pattcifi. That is the 
phine on which these sisters meet ; it is by this that they 
are arts ; and if it be well they should at timet forget their 
childish origin, addressing their ii^telligence to virile tasks, 
and performing unconsciously fliat neceisary function of 
their life, to^make a pattern, it is Sill imperative that the ’ 
pattern shall be made. • • 

Musi^and literature, the tw6 femporal a<its, contrive 
their pattern of sounds itt time ; or, in .other words, of 
sounds and pauses. Communication may be made in 
broken •words, the business of Ivfe be carcied on with 
subst^tives alon^ ; but that is npt what we call literature ; 
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and the true business of the literary artist'is to plait or wpav( 
his meaning, involving it aroun^ itself so that each sentence 
by successive phrases, shall first come into a kind of knot, 
&nd then, after a moment of suspended meaning, solve and 
clear itself. In every properly constructed senrence there 
should be observed this knot or hjtch ; so that (however 
delicately) we ar^ led to forisle, to expect, and then to 
welcome the successive phrases. The pleasure may be 
heightened by pn element of surprise, as, very grossly, in 
the common fi^re of the antithesis, or, with much greater 
subtlety, where an antithesis is first suggested and then 
deftly evaded. Each phrase, besides, is to bp comely in 
pitself ; an^ between the inaplicaHon and the evolution of 
the sentence there should be a satisfying equipoise of 
sound ; for nothing more often disappoints the ear than a 
sentence solemnly and sonorously prepared, and hastily 
and weakly finished. Nor should the balance be too 
striking and exact, for the one rule is to be infinitely 
various ; to interest, to disappoint, to* surprise, and yet 
still to gratify ; to be ever changing, as it were, the 
stitch, aijd yet still to give the effect of an ingenious 
neatness. 

The conjuror juggles with two oranges, and our plea- 
sure in beholding him springs Irom this, that neither is for 
an instant overlooked or sacrificed, ^(^with the writer. 
His pattern, which is to please the supersdnsual ear, is yet 
addressed, throughout and first of all, to the demands of 
logic. Whatever be the obscurities, whatever the intrica- 
cies of .the argument, the neatness of the fabric must n6t 
suffer, or th^ artist hns been proved unequal to his design. 
And, on the other hand no form of words must be selected, 
no knpt must'be^,tied^,aifi<&ig the phrases, unless knot and 
‘ word be precisely whatls wanted to forward aAd illuminate 
the argument ; for to fail in this is to swindle in the game* 
The genius ef prose rej5c& the cheville no less emji^iatically 
than the laws of, verse ; and th^ shAnlky I should perhaps 
explain to some of my readeVs, is any meaningless or very 
watered phrase employed to strike a balance* in fh^sound. 
Pattern and argumtnt livp in each other and it is Ijy the 
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brevity, clearness, charm, or emphasis of the second, that 
we judge the strength and fitness of the first. 

Style is synthetic ; and me artist, seeking, so to speak, a 
peg to plait about, takes up at once two or more element% 
or two of^ more views 01 the subject in hand ; combines, 
implicates, and contracts them ; and while, in one sense, 
he was merely seeking an*o&asion for t^ie necessary knot, 
he will beiound, in the other, to have greatly enriched the 
meaning, or to have transacted the work qjf two sentences 
in the space of one. In the change from the successive 
shallow statements of the old chronicler to the dense and 
luminous flow of highly synthetic narrative, kthere iS 
implied a vast amount 01 both philosophy and^wit. Theb* 
philosophy we clearly see, recognising in the SYnthetic 
writer a far more deep and stimulating view of life, and a 
far keener ^ense of the generation and affinity of events. 
The vril vv’e might imagine to bejost, but it is not so, for 
it is just that wit, these perpetual nice contrivances, these 
difficulties overcome, this double purpose attained, these 
two oranges kept simultaneously dancing in the air, that, 
consciously or not, afford the reader his delight. J^^ay, and 
this wit, so little recognised, is the necessary organ of that 
philosophy which we so much admire. That style is 
therefore the most perfect, not, as fools say, which is the 
most natural, forj:lft most natural is the disjointed babble 
of the chroniclef ; but which attains the highest degree of 
elegant and pregnant implication unobstrusively ; "^r if 
obtrusively, then with the greatest gain^ to* sense and 
vtgour. Even the derangement of the phrases from their 
(so-called) natural order is luminoua for the# mind ; and 
it is by the means of such designed reversal that the elements 
of a judgment may be most perfmepfly lyarshalled, .or the 
stages of a Complicated action mo 9 t perspicuously bound 
into one. . • • 

The \^b , then, or the pattern : ft eb at once 5^nsuous and 
logical, an elegant arid pregnant texture; that is style, 
that is the foundation of the art of literature. Books 
indeed continue to be* read, for tl^e interest tof the fact or 
fable„in which tihis quality is pqprly represented, but still 
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it will be there. And, on the other hand, how many do 
we continue to peruse and re-yeruse with pleasure whose 
only merit is the elegance of texture ? I am tempted to 
fcention Cicero, and since Mr. i^hthony Trollope is dead, 
I will. It is a poor diet for the mind, a very colourless and 
toothless “ criticism of life but.wc enjoy the pleasure 
of a most intricate and dexterous pattern, every stitch a 
model at once of elegance and of good sense.; and the 
two oranges, eyen if one of them be rotten, kept dancing 
with inimitable grace. 

Up to this moment I have had my eye mainly upon prose; 
fbr though in verse also the implication of^the logical 
itexture is^a crowning beauty, ye\ in verse it may be dis- 
pensec^ith. You would think that here was a death-blow 
to all I have been saying ; and, far from that, it is but a 
new illustration <of the principle involved. For if the 
versifier is not bound to# weave a pattern of his own, it is 
because another pattern has been formally imposed upon 
him by the laws of verse. For that if the essence of a 
prosody. Verse may be rhythmical ; it may be merely 
alliteratiyjs ; it may, like the French, depend wholly on the 
(quasi) regular recurrence of the rhyme ; or, like the 
Hebrew, it may consist in the ^strangely fanciful device of 
repeating the same idea. It does not matter on what 
principle the law is based, so it be a It may be pure 
convention ; it may have no inherent beaity ; all that we 
have*a right to ask of any prosody is, that it shall lay down 
a pattern for tlyc writer, and that what it lays down shall be 
neither too easy nor too hard. Hence it comes that it is 
much easiertfor men<.of equal facility to write fairly pleas- 
ing verse than reasonably interesting prose ; for in prose 
the pattern itself has^ t<J he invented, and the difficulties 
first created before the]f can be solved . Hencrf, again, there 
follows the peculiar greatness of the true versifier : such 
as Shakespenre, Miltoif, and Victor Hugo, whonfc I place 
beside them as versifier merel)i,*n(>t as poet. These not 
only knit and knot the logical*texture of the style with all the 
de^erity and .strength gf prose ; they not cfcly 1511 up the 
paUern of the ver^ witl^ infinite variety* and sober wit ; 
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but they ghre us besides, a rare and special pleasure, by 
the* art, comparable to that of counterpoint, with which 
they follow at the same tiJne, and now contrast, and now 
combine, the double pattern of the texture and the versa. 
Here the mounding line ( 5 bncludes ; a little further on, the 
well-knit sentence ; and yet a little further, and both will 
reach their solution on^thc;»sAme ringing syllable. The best 
that can be offered by the best writer of prose is to show us 
the development of the idea and the stylistic pattern proceed 
hand in hand, sometimes by an obvious and triumphant 
effort, sometimes with a great air of case and nature. The 
writer of verse, by virtue of conquering another difficult)!^ 
delights us With a new scMes of triumphs. He follows three^ 
purposes where his rival followed only two ; and the change 
is of precisely the same nature as that from mdlody to 
harmony. Or if you prefer to return to the jhggler, behold 
him now. fb the vastly increased enthusiasm of the specta- 
tors, juggling with three oranges instead of two. Thus it 
is ; added difficulty, added beauty ; and the pattern, 
with every fresh element, becoming more interesting in 
itself. 

Yet it must not be thought that verse is ^mply an 
addition ; something is lost as well as something gained ; 
and there remains plainly'* traceable, in comparing the 
best prose with therf)est verse, a certain broad distinction 
of method in tli^ %cb. Tight as the versifier may draw the 
knot of logic, yet for the ear he still leaves the tissfle of 
the sentence floating somewhat loose. ^In * prose, the 
science turns upon a pivot, nicely balanced, and fits into 
itself with an obtrusive neatness likq a puzzje. The ear 
remarks and is singly gratified by this return and balance ; 
while in verse it is all diverted the measure. To find 
comparable passages is hard ; fofc* Sithet the versifier is ' 
hugely the superior of the rival, if he be not, and stilV 
persist ig. his more delicate en^rprise, he f^ls to be as 
widely his inferior. Biit J^t us select them from the pages 
of the same writer, one who was ambidexler ; let us take, 
for instante, flumour^s Prologue ^to the Second Part of 
Henry /F., a fii^e flourish of eloquence in Shakespeare’s 



40 ESSAYS IN THE ART OF WRITING 

second manner, and set it side by side with FaKtaiT’s praise 
of sherris, act iv. scene i. ; or let us compare the beautiful 
prose spoken throughout b^ Rosalind and Orlando ; 
Compare, for example, the first speech of all, Orlando’s 
speech to Adam, with what pasSage it shall plcftise you to 
select — ^the Seven Ages from the same play, or even such 
a stave of nobility as Othell(/s* farewell to war ; and still 
you will be able to perceive, if you have an ear for that 
class of music,^a certain superior degree of organisation in 
the prose ; a compacter fitting of the parts ; a balance in 
the swing and the return as of a throbbing pendulum. We 
tnust nc^, in things temporal, take from those who have 
Jittle, the^ little that they have f the merits of prose are 
inferior, but they are not the same ; it is a little kingdom, 
but an**independent. 

3. Rhythm of the Phrase, — Some way back, I used a word 
which still awaits an application. Each phrase* I said, was 
to be comely ; but what is a comely phrase ? In all ideal 
and material points, literature, being a, representative art, 
must look for analogies to painting and the like ; but in 
what is Jiechnical and executive, being a temporal art, it 
must seek for them in music. Each phrase of each sentence, 
like an air or a recitative in music, should be so artfully 
compounded out of long and' short, out of accented and 
unaccented, as to gratify the sensual ikar. And of this the 
ear is the sole judge. It is impossible lay dovm laws. 
Evefl in our accentual and rhythmic language no analysis 
can find thie secret of the beauty of a verse ; how much less 
then, of those phrases, such as prose is built of, which obey 
no law but fc) be lawless and yet to please ? The little that 
we know of verse (and for my part I owe it all to my friend 
Professor Fleeming Jen^kfii) is, however, particularly inter- 
esting in the present •'connection. We navtf been accus- 
tomed to describe the#>heroic line as five iambic feet, and 
to be filled^ with pain'aiki confusion whenever, es by the 
conscientious schoolboy, we hgyje heard our own descrip- 
tion put in practice. 

*'All<4ilght I the cjreid | lees ftn | ^cl fin | 
r , * Milton. t* 
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goes the'sckoolboy ; but though we close our ears, we 
^ling to our definition, in spite of its proved and naked in- 
sufficiency. Mr. Jenkin ^as not so easily pleased^ and 
readily discovered that the heroic line consisted of fouj 
groups, 6r^ if you prefer the phrase, contains four pauses : 

**A11 night I the dreadless | angel | unpursued." 

Four groups, each practically uttered di one word : the 
first, in this case, an iamb ; the second, an amphibrachys ; 
the third, a trochee ; and the fourth, an amphimacer ; and- 
yet our schoolboy, with no other liberty but that of inflict- 
ing pain, had triumphantly scanned it as five iambs. Per-^ 
ceive, now, »this fresh ricimess of intricacy in tlie web ; 
this fourth orange, hitherto unremarked, but ^till kept 
flying with the others. What had seemed to be on^ thing 
it now appears is two ; and, like some puzzle :n arithmetic, 
the verse is*«nade at the same time to read in fives and to 
read in tours. 

But again, four is not necessary. We do not, indeed, 
find verses in six groups, because there is not room for six 
in the ten syllables ; and we do not find verses of two, 
because one of the main distinctions of verse from prose 
resides in the comparative shortness of the group ; l^ut 
it is even common to find verses of three. Five is the one 
forbidden number ; .Jjecause five is the number of the feet ; 
and if five were^hosen, the two patterns would coincide, 
and that opposition which is the life of verse would instantly 
be lost. We have here a clue to the effect of polysyllables, 
above all in Latin, where they are so common and make 
so brave an architecture in the verse ;^for the polysyllable 
is a group of Nature’s making. If but*some Roman would 
return from Hades (Martial, for#Aoice), and tell me by 
what conductiof the voice these thixltieriilg verses should 
be uttered — '*Aut Lacedemonium T^enium'^ for a case in , 
point — I feel as if I should enter ^t last into the full enjoy- 
ment of tne best of hunjan verses. 

But, again, the five feet all iambic, or supposed to be ; 
by the meoe ccuint of ^llables the four groups cannot be 
all iambib ; as a (Question of eleganbe, I doubt if any one 
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of them requires to be so ; and I am certain thut for. choice 
no two of them should scan the same. The singular^ 
beauty of the verse analysed aWjve is due, so far as analysis 
4jan carry us, part, indeed, to the clever repetition of L, D, 
and N, but part to this variety of scansion in the groups. 
The groups which, like the bar in music, break up the verse 
for utterance, fall uniambicaKji.; ^nd in declaiming a so- 
called iambic veAe, it may so happen that we never utter 
one iambic foot. And yet to this neglect of fhe original 
‘beat there is a*iimit. 

“Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts,”' 

^s, with fill its eccentricities, a gopd heroic linCi; for though 
‘it scarcely can be said to mdicate the beat of the iamb, it 
certaiuly suggests no other measure to the ear. But begin 

' Vi Mother Athens, eye of Greece,” 

t 

or merely “ Mother Athens,’' and the game is up, for the 
trochaic beat has been suggested. The eccentric scansion 
of the groups is an adornment ; but as *soon as the original 
beat has been forgotten, they cease implicitly to be eccen- 
tric. Vf riety is what is sought ; but if we destroy the 
original mould, one of the terms of this variety is lost, and 
we fall back on sameness. Thus, both as to the arithmetical 
measure of the verse, and the degree of regularity in scan- 
sion, we see the laws of prosody to b^ve one common 
purpose : to keep alive the opposition^’of two schemes 
simultancQusly followed ; to keep them notably apart, 
though still doincident ; and to balance them with such 
judicial nicety before the reader, that neither shall be dn- 
perceived aVid neither signally prevail. 

The rule of rhythm prose is not so intricate. Here, 
too, we write imgroupj^, or phrases, as I prefer to call them, 
for the prose phrase is greatly longer and is much more 
nonchalantly uttered Asm the group in verse ; so that not 
only is thefe a greater interval of continuous sounti between 
the pauses, but, for that very idasSn, wor^ is linked more 
readily to word by a more summary enuncijtioij. Still, the 

1 MUtan. 
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phrase is the Strict analogue of the group, and successive 
}flirases, like successive grcjiips must differ openly in 
length and rhythm. The rule o* scansion in verse is to 
suggest no measure but the one in hand; in prose, to_ 
suggest no Aeasure at all. •Prose must be rhythmical, and 
it may be as much so as you* will ; but it must not be 
metrical. It may be anythihg, but it mugt not be verse. 
A single he^pic line may very well pass and not disturb 
the somewhat larger stride of the prose stjle ; but one 
following another will produce an instant impression of' 
poverty, flatness, and disenchantment. The same lines 
delivered with the measured utterance of verse *would 
perhaps seem rich in variety. , By the more summary 
enunciation proper to prose, as to a more distant vision, 
these niceties of difference are lost. A whole vefse is 
uttered as one phrase ; and the ear is soon Wearied by a 
siiccess^'cn cf^roups identical in length. The prose writer, 
in fact, since he is allowed to be so much less harmonious, 
is condemned to a perpetually fresh variety of movement 
on a larger scale, and must never disappoint the ear by the 
trot of an accepted metre. And this obligation is the third 
orange with which he has to juggle, the third quality which 
the prose writer must work into his pattern of words. Jt 
may be thought perhaps that this is a quality of ease rather 
than a fresh difficult)^; but such is the inherently rhyth- 
mical strain of th# English language, that the bad writer — 
and must I take for example that admired friend of flty 
boyhood. Captain Reid ? — the inexperienc<|d Writer, as 
Diokens in his earlier attempts to be impressive, and the 
jaded writer, as any one may see for himself, 41II tend to 
fall at once into the production of bad blank verse. And 
here it may be pertinently asked, bad ? ’And I sup- 
pose it might Be enough to answer tfAt no man ever made 
good verse by accident, and that no#rersc can ever sound 
otherwise ^han trivial when uttered •with the 4 ielivery of 
prose. But we can go lie3icgid such answers. The weak 
side of verse is the regularity of*the beat, wfiich in itself is 
decidedlyJeSs iihpressiv® than the movement qf the nobler 
prose ; and it is jpst injo this weak sidf , and this alone, 

D • 
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that our careless writer falls. A peculiar dtfhsity and mass 
consequent on the nearness^ of the pauses is one 'of tue 
chief good qualities of verse ; but this our accidental 
versifier, still following after the swift gait and large 
gestures of prose, docs not s6 much as aspire to imitate. 
Lastly, since he remains unconscious that he is making 
verse at all, i^ can never 'olcur to him to extract those 
effects of counterpoint and opposition which I have 
referred to as the final grace and justification of verse, and, 
I may add, of blank verse in particular. 

4. Contents of the Phrase , — Here is a great deal of talk 
abouti rhythm — and naturally ; for in our canorous lan- 
guage, rhythm is always at the door. But it must not be 
forgotten that in some languages this element is almost, if 
not quite, extinct, and that in our own it is probably decay- 
ing. The ever speech of many educated Americans sounds 
the note of danger. J should see it go with something as 
bitter as despair, but I should not be desperate. As in 
verse no element, not even rhythmi. is necessary, so, in 
prose also, other sorts of beauty will arise and take the place 
and play the part of those that we outlive. The beauty of 
the expected beat in verse, the beauty in prose of its larger 
and more lawless melody, patent as they are to English 
hearing, are already silent in the ears of our next neigh- 
bours ; for France the oratorical itccent and the pattern 
of the web have almost or allogethe'i ^succeeded to their 
jjlaces ; and the French prose writer would be astounded 
at the labours of his brother across the Channel, and how 
a good quarter of his toil, above all invita Minerva^ is to 
avoid writing verse. So wonderfully far apart have races 
wandered in spirit, and so hard it is to understand the 
literature next door f 

Yet French prose is distinctly better thaii English ; and 
A French verse, abov^all while Hugo lives, it will not do to 
vphfduce upon one side. ^ \7hat is more to our purpevse, a phrase 
a verse in French is easi 4 ^«divtinguishable as comely or 
wcomely. There is theii another element of comeliness 
mtherto overlooked in this analysis : the cbntents of the 
phrase. Each phrase in literature is built of sounds, as 
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each Qhi'ase in music consists of notes. One sound sug* 
^sts, echoes, demands, an4 harmonises with another ; 
and the art of rightly using these concordances is the final 
art in literature. It used to be a piece of good advice to alb 
young writelrs to avoid allfteration ; and the advice was 
sound, in so far as it pre^^nted daubing. None the less for 
that was it abominable nons^flse, and the^mere raving of 
those blindest of the blind who will not see. The beauty 
of the contents of a phrase, or of a sente^ice, depends 
implicitly upon alliteration and upon assonance. The 
vowel demands to be repeated ; the consonant demands 
to be repeat^ ; and both cry aloud to be perpetually 
varied. You may follow the adve^itures of a letter jhrough 
any passage that has particularly pleased you ; find it, 
perhaps, denied awhile, to tantalise the ear ; find it fired 
again at you^in a whole broadside ; or fkid it pass into 
congenerous sounds, one liquid or Isbial melting away into 
another. And you will find another and much stranger 
circumstance. Litemture is written by and for two senses ; 
a sort of internal ear, quick to perceive “ unheard melodies*' ; 
and the eye, which directs the pen and deciphers the jprinted 
phrase. Well, even as there are rhymes for the eye, so you 
will find that there are assonances and alliterations ; that 
where an author is running the open A, deceived by the 
eye and our strange Eliglish spelling, he will often show a 
tenderness for th^ nat A, and that where he is running a 
particular consonant, he will not improbably rejoice 1o 
write it down even when it is mute or beals a* different 
value. 

Here, then, we have a fresh pattern—* pattern, to speak 
grossly, of letters — which makes theTourth pre-occupation 
of the prose writer, and the fifth of tne^versjfier. At times 
it is very deliAte and hard to perceive, and then perhaps 
most excellent and winning (I say pdrhaps) ; but at times 
again the elements of this literal nnfelcftly stand m*re boldly 
forward and usurp the dhr? #It becomes, therefore, some- 
what a matter of conscience to %elect examples ; and as 1 
cannot vesy wefl ask the^reader to help me, I shall do the 
next best by giving him«the reason or the history of each 
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selection. The two first, one in prose,* one ijfl verse, I chose 
without previous analysis, simply as engaging passa^s 
that had long re-echoed in my ear. 

“ I cannot praise a fugitive apd cloistered virtue, un- 
exercised and unbreathed, thit never sallies ^ut and sees 
her adversary, but slinks out of the race where that im- 
mortal garland is to be run not without dust and heat.*’^ 
Down to “ virtue,” the current S and R are b(^h announced 
and repeated unobstrusively, and by way ot a grace-note 
that almost inseparable group PVF is given entire. ^ The 
next phrase is a period of repose, almost ugly in itself, both 
S ani R still audible, and B given as the last fulfilment of 
PVF. In the next four phrasls, from “ that' never ” down 
to “ run for,” the mask is thrown off, and, but for a slight 
repe1;ition of the F and V, the whole matter turns, almost 
too obtrusively, on S and R ; first S coming to the front, 
and then R. In the concluding phrase all these favourite 
letters, and even the fiat A, a timid preference for which is 
just perceptible, are discarded at a blow and in a bundle ; 
and to make the break more obvious, every word ends with 
a dental, and all but one with T, for which we have been 
cautiofisly prepared since the beginning. The singular 
dignity of the first clause, and this hammer-stroke of the 
last, go far to make the charm of this exquisite sentence. 
But it is fair to own that S and R aic used a little coarsely. 

** In Xanadv did Kubla Khan (KANDL) 

®A stately pleasure dome decree, (KDLSR) 

Where Alph the sacred river ran, (KANDLSR) ^ 

Through caverns measureless to man, (KANLSR) 

Down to a sunless sea.”® (NDLS) 

I. 

Here I havff putK.};ie analysis of the main^roup alongside 
the lines ; and the niore it is looked at, the more interesting 

* Miltoi^ <^1 ^ , 

* As PVF will continue to haunt us through our English examples, take, 
by wajr of comparison, this Latin verl&, of which it f^rms a chief adornment, 
and dd not hold me answerable for the all-too-Roman freedom of the sense t 
** Ha^c volo, quse facilis, palliolata vajjatur.” 

* Coleridge. 
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it will,8eem. ^ut there are further niceties. In lines two 
arid four, the current S is n^pst delicately varied with Z. 
In line three, the current flat A is twice varied with the 
open A, already suggested^ in line two, and both times' 
(“ where ” alid “ sacred ’*) in conjunction with the current 
R. In the same line F jyid V (a harmony in themselves, 
even when shorn of their confrade P) are admirably con- 
trasted. And in line four there is a marked subsidiary M, 
which again was announced in line two. stop from 
weariness, for more might yet be said. 

My next example was recently quoted from Shakespeare 
as an example^ of the poet’s^colour sense. Now, I do not 
think literature has anything to do with colour, qr poets 
anyway the better of such a sense ; and I instantly attacked 
this passage, since “ purple '' was the word that had so 
pleased the wyter of the article, to see if there might not be 
some literary reason for its use. It will be seen that I 
succeeded amply ; and I am bound to say I think the 
passage exceptional tn Shakespeare — exceptional, indeed, 
in literature ; but it was not I who chose it. 

“ The BaRge she sat iN, like a BURNished throNe 
BURNt oN the water : the POOP was BeateN gold, •per 
PURPle the sails and so PUR\ Fumed that 
The wiNds were love-sick with them.”^ 

• 

It may be asked I have put the F of “ perfumed ” in 
capitals ; and I reply, because this change from P to F « 
the completion of that from B to P, already so adroitly 
carried out. Indeed, the whole passage is a monument of 
curious ingenuity ; and it seems scarce wortlj while to 
indicate the subsidiary S, L, and W. In the same article, 
a second passage from Shakesptafe was quoted, once 
again as an example of his colour ser«ft : • 

“A mole cinque-spotted like the crihison drops 
the bottom of a cowslip.”*^ • 

It is very curious, very aitfliciali and not Worth while to 
analyse aHength : I leaye it to the reader. But before 1 

^ Antony and Cleopatr^’, ^ ^ Cymbeline, 
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turn my back on Shakespeare, I should liKe to quote a 
passage, for my own pleasu’-e, and for a very model fctf 
every technical art : 

• 

“ But in the wind and tempest of her finwn, W. P, (st) (ow) 

Distinction with a loud and powerful fan, W. P. F. (it) (ow) L 

Puffing at all, winnows the light awav ; , W. P. F. L 

And what hath m?88 and matter by Itself W. F. L. M. A. 

Lies rich in virtue and unmingled.”* V. L. M. 

From these delicate and choice writers I turned with 
some curiosity to a player of the big drum — Macaulay. 
I had in hand the two-volume edition, and I opened at the 
beginning of the second volume. Here was what I read : 

“ The violence of revolutions is generally proportioned 
to the degree of the maladministration which has produced 
them. It is therefore not strange that the government of 
Scotland, having beeii during many years greatly more 
corrupt than the government of England, should have 
fallen with a far heavier ruin. The rhovement against the 
last king of the house of Stuart was in England conservative, 
in Scotland destructive. The English complained not of 
the law, but of the violation of che law.*' 

This was plain-sailing enough ; it was our old friend PVF, 
floated by the liquids in a body ; out as I read on, and 
tj’t*ned the page, and still found PVF with his attendant 
liquids, J confess my mind misgave me utterly. This 
could be no trick of Macaulay’s ; it must be the nature of 
the English tongue. In a kind of despair, I turned half- 
way through the volume ; and coming upon his lordship 
dealing with General Cannon, and fresh from Claverhouse 
and Killiccrawkie, here, with elucidative spelling, was my 
reward : 

f 

“ Meahwhile the disorders of Kannon’s KaAip went on 
inKreasing. He Kalled a Koancil of war. to Konsider what 
Kourse it would be advisable to taKe. But as soon as the 

r ■ 

^ The V is .*n “ of.'* > ® Troths and Cresstda. 
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Kouncil had nSet, a preliminary Kuestion was raised. The 
aAny Ws almost eKsKlusivfly a Highland army. The 
recent viKtory had been won eKsKlusively by Highland 
warriors. Great chie/s who had brought siKs or Seven 
hundred /ighting men into*the /ield did not think it fair 
that they should be outr^pted by gentlemen from Ireland, 
and from the Low Kountildfe, who bor^ indeed King 
James’s Kogimission, and were Railed Kolonels and 
Kaptains, but who were Kolonels without raiments and 
Kaptains without Kompanies.” 

A moment FV in all this world of K’s 1 It was not 
the English language, then, that was an instrument of one 
string, but Macaulay that was an imcomparable dauber. 

It was probably from this barbaric love of repeating the 
same sound, rather than from any design of» clearness, that 
he acquired h?s irritating habit of repealing words ; I say 
the one rather than the other, because such a trick of the 
ear is deeper-seated tand more original in man than any 
logical consideration. Few writers, indeed, are probably 
conscious of the length to which they push this melody of 
letters. One, writing very diligently, and only concerned 
about the meaning of his words and the rhythm of hfe 
phrases, was struck into amazement by the eager triumph 
with which he canc(Aled one expression to substitute 
another. NeitheriAangcd the sense ; both being mono- 
syllables, neither could affect the scansion ; and it was onfj' 
by looking back on what he had already wrilten'that the 
mystery was solved : the second word contained an open 
A, and for nearly half a page he bad been riding that vowel 
to the death. 

In practice, I should add, the eafts iy)t always so ex^ct* 
ing; and ordiiftry writers, in ordinary moments, content 
themselves with avoiding what is harshi^ and here and there, 
upon a rar* occasion, buttressing 9 phrase, or lixtJdng two 
together, with a patch of%ss(¥iance or a momentary jingle 
of alliteration. To understand how constant is this pre- 
occupatioi^ol gdhd writen, even whe|;e its resuUs are least 
obtrusive, it is onlj^ necessary to tujn to tfie bad. There, 
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indeed, you will find cacophony supreme,' the rattle of 
incongruous consonants only ^relieved by the jaw-breaking 
hiatus, and whole phrases not to be articulated by the 
powers of man. 

Conclusion . — ^We may now ^briefly enumer*ate the ele- 
ments of style. We have, peculiar to the prose writer, the 
task of keeping Jiiis phrases )dige, ‘rhythmical, and pleasing 
to the ear, without ever allowing them to ,fall into the 
strictly metrical : peculiar to the versifier, the task of 
combining and contrasting his double, treble, and quad- 
ruple pattern, feet and groups, logic and metre — har- 
monious in diversity : common to both, the task of artfully 
combining the prime elfimenfe of language into phrases 
that shall be musical in the mouth ; the task of weaving 
their^argument into a texture of committed phrases and of 
rounded periods — ^but this particularly binding in the case 
of prose : and, again cpmmon to both, the ta§k of choosing 
apt, explicit, and communicative words. We begin to see 
now what an intricate affair is any perfect passage ; how 
many faculties, whether of taste or pure reason, must be 
held upon the stretch to make it ; and why, when it is 
made, it should afford us so complete a pleasure. From 
the arrangement of according letters, which is altogether 
arabesque and sensual, up to' the architecture of the elegant 
and pregnant sentence, which is a vigorous act of the pure 
intellect, there is scarce a faculty in'n.an but has been 
e3i.ercised. We need not wonder, then, if perfect sentences 
are rare,^nd perfect pages rarer. 



THE MORALITY OF THE PROFESSION OF 
LETTERS 

T he profession of letters has been lately debated in the 
public prints ; and it has been debated, to put tl^^ 
master mildly, from a pofnt of view that was calculated to 
surprise high-minded men, anci bring a general^ contempt' 
on books and reading. Some time ago, in particular, a 
lively, pleasant, popular writer ^ devoted an essay, lively 
and pleasa»t like himself, to a very encouraging view of the 
profcoaiun. We may be glad tnat his experience is so 
cheering, and we may hope that all others, who deserve it, 
shall be as handsomely rewarded ; but I do not think we 
need be at all glad to have this question, so important to 
the public and ourselves, debated solely on the ground of 
money. The salary in any business under heaven i% not 
the only, nor indeed the iiflst, question. That you should 
continue to exist i%a matter for your own consideration ; , 
but that your Iciness should be first honest, and second 
useful, are points in which honour and morality are con- 
cerned. If the writer to whom I refer succ^ds*in persuad- 
ing a number of young persons to adopt this way of life 
with an eye set singly on the livelihood, we^^must expect 
them in their works to follow profit only, and we must 
expect in consequence, if he wilk^rdon me the epithets, a 
slovenly, ba^e, untrue, and emp"4f litetature. Qf that 
writer fcmself I am not speaking : Jic is diligent, clean andji^ 
pleasing; we all owe him periods of entertainment, and he 
has achieved an amiably pp^ularity which he has adequately 
deserved. But- the truth is, h^ does not, oi'did not when he 
first embwaced it, regard his profession from this purely 

• ^Mr. James ^yn. ♦ 
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mercenary side. He went into it, I shall venture to say, if 
not with any noble design, at legist in the ardour of a first 
love ; and he enjoyed its practice long before he paused to 
emulate the wage. The other d^y an author was com- 
plimented on a piece of work, gdod in itself arid excep- 
tionally good for him, and replied, in terms unworthy of a 
commercial traveller, that as 'the book was not briskly 
selling he did not give a copper farthing for its fnerit. It 
must not be supposed that the person to whom this answer 
was addressed received it as a profession of faith ; he knew, 
on the other hand, that it was only a whiff of irritation ; 
Jitst as we know, when a respectable writer talks of litera- 
•,^ure as a way of life, like shoemaking, but not so useful, 
that he is only debating one aspect of a question, and is 
still clearly conscious of a dozen others more important in 
themselves and more central to the matter in hand. But 
while those who treat literature in this pennjl-wise and 
virtue-foolish spirit are themselves truly in possession of a 
better light, it does not follow that the treatment is decent 
or improving, whether for themselves or others. To treat 
all subjects in the highest, the most honourable, and the 
pluckiest spirit, consistent with the fact, is the first duly 
of a writer. If he be well paid, .as I am glad to hear he is, 
this duty becomes the more urgent, the neglect of it the 
more disgraceful. And perhaps there is Vio subject on which 
a man should speak so gravely as that industry, whatever 
it m*^y be, which is the occupation or delight of his life ; 
which is his' tod to earn or serve with ; and which, if it 
be unworthy, stamps himself as a mere incubus of dumb 
and greedy bowels on the shoulders of labouring humanity. 
On that subject alone ev^n to force the no e might lean to 
virtue’s side. It is ^o bfe hoped that a numerous and 
enterprising generation^ of writers will follow *and surpass 
Hhe present one ; but it 4 would be better if the stream were 
$tayed, and the roll of 6ur^old honest English books were 
closed, than that esurient book-trakevs should continue and 
debase a brave tradition, and lower, in their own eyes, a 
famous race. Better that our serene* temples 'were deserted 
than filled with trafficking and juggling prests. 



THE PROFESSION OF LETTERS 53 

There a?e two just reasons for the choice of any way of 
life : the first is inbred t^ste in the chooser ; the second 
some high utility in the industry selected. Literature, like 
any other art, is singularly interesting to the artist ; and^n 
a dcgree^peculiar to itsttf among the arts, it is useful to 
maniund. These are jufficient justifications for any young 
man or woman who ado^ftS it as the tyasiness of his life. 

I shall no^ say much about the wages. A writer can live by 
his writing. If not so luxuriously as by qfher trades, thejj 
less luxuriously. The nature of the work he does all clay 
will more affect his happiness than the quality of his dinner 
at night. JVhatever be jour calling and howevc* muchit 
brings you in the year, you could still, you kno'^s get more* 
by cheating. We all suffer ourselves to be too much con- 
cerned about a little poverty ; but such consieferations 
should not move us in the choice of that* which is to be the 
business afid justification of so gr^at a portion of our lives ; 
and like tlie missionary, the patriot, or the philosopher, we 
should all chooscithat poor and brave career in which we 
can do the most and best for mankind. Now Nature, faith- 
fully followed, proves herself a careful mother. A lad, for 
some liking to the jingle of words, betakes himself to letters 
for his life ; by-ancl-by, \jhen he learns more gravity, he 
finds that he has chosen better than he knew ; that if he 
earns little, he is Arning it amply ; that if he receives a 
small wage, how's in a position to do considerable services ; 
that it is in his power, in some small measure to protect the 
oppressed and to defend the truth. So kiAdly*is the world 
arranged, such great profit may arise from a small degree 
of human reliance on oneself, and such, in particular, is the 
happy star o^ this trade of writing, that it should combine 
pleasure and profit to both parlils, a^d be^at once agreeable, 
like fiddling, and useful, like gooc^ preaching. 

This is to speak of literature at its highest ; and with theP 
four grrat elders who are stilLsp&red to ouin respect and 
admiration, with Carl]^ef Ruskin, Browniqg, and Tennyson 
before us. it would be cowardly to consider it at first in any 
lesser ^pectf But while we cannot follow Xhese athletes, 
while we may none o£ us, perh^s, be^very vigorous, very 
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original, or very wise, I still contend that, in the huniblest 
sort of literary work, we have it«in our power either to do 
great harm or great good. We may seek merely to please ; 
w^'may seek, having no higher gift, merely to gratify the 
idle nine days* curiosity of our contemporaries ; oV we may 
essay, however feebly, to instruct. In each of these we 
shall have to deal with that remarkable art of words which, 
because it is the dialect of life, comes home so f>asily and 
powerfully to minds of men ; and since that is so, we 
contribute, in each of these branches, to build up the sum 
of sentiments and appreciations which goes by the name 
of PublicOpinion or Public Feeling. The total of a nation's 
V reading, ii^. these days of daily papers, greatly modifies the 
total of the nation’s speech; and the speech and reading, 
taken together, form the efficient educational medium of 
youth. A good man or woman may keep a youth some 
little while in clearer air ; -hut the contemporary atmosphere 
is all-powerful in the end on the average of mediocre 
characters. The copious Corinthian -^baseness of the 
American reporter or the Parisian choniquer^ both so 
lightly readable, must exercise an incalculable influence 
for ill ; they touch upon all subjects, and on all with the 
samer ungenerous hand ; they begin the consideration of 
all, in young and unprepared minds, in an unworthy spirit ; 
on all, they supply some pungency for dull people to quote. 
The mere body of this ugly matter overi^fielms the rare 
utterances of good men ; the sneering, the selfish, and the 
cowardly are siattered in broad sheets on every table, 
while the antidote, in small volumes, lies unread upon the 
shelf. I havO spoken* of the American and the French, not 
because they are so mu(jh baser, but so much more read- 
^ able, than the Englislv; their evil is done more effectively, 
in America for the masses, in French for the few that care 
*\o read ; but with us aS^with them, the duties of literature 
are daily ne^dected, truth daily perverted and suppressed, 
and grave subjects daily degraded fn the treatment. The 
journalist is not reckoned an important officer ; yet judge of 
the good he might do, the harm htf does ; judge tof it by 
one instance only o that^when we<. find ♦two journals on 
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the reverse sides of politics each, on the same day, openly 
garbling a piece of news iof: the interest of its own party, we 
smile at the discovery (no discovery now 1 ) as over a good 
joke and pardonable stratagem. Lying so open is scAe 
lying, it ^s true, but onfe of the things that we profess to 
teach our young is a respect for truth ; and I cannot think 
this piece of education "R^ll be crowned with any great 
success, ^ long as some of us practise and the rest openly 
approve of public falsehood. I 

There are two duties incumbent upon any man 
enters on the business of writing : truth to the fact and a 
good spirit in the treaynent. In every department f>f 
literature, though so low as hardly to dcserve^thc name,^ 
truth to the fact is of importance to the education and 
comfort of mankind, and so hard to preserve^ that the faith- 
ful trying to do so will lend some dignity to the man who 
tries it. (Air judgments are basc^ upon two things : first, 
upon the original preferences of our soul ; but, second, 
upon the mass of testimony to the nature of God, man, and 
the universe which reaches us, in divers manners, from 
without. For the most part these divers manners^re reduc- 
ible to one, all that we learn of past limes and much that we 
learn of our own reaching i^s through the medium of books 
or papers, and even he who cannot read learning from the 
same source at seedhd-hand and by the report of him who 
can. Thus th#^sum of the contemporary knowledge or 
ignorance of good and evil is, in large measure, the handi- 
work of those who write. Those who wfite nave to see 
that each man’s knowledge is, as near as they can make it, 
answerable to the facts of life ; that*he shall^not suppose 
himself an angel or a monster ; nortake this world for a hell ; 
nor be suffered to imagine that 8I1 rights ^re* concentred in 
his own casf^ or country, or all verScities in his own paro- 
chial creed. Each man should lei»n what is within him,^ 
that he ^may strive to mend ; he fnust be ta^jight what is 
without him, that he ifiay be kind to others. It can never 
be wrong to tell him the truths; for, in his disputable state, 
weaving 3 s Hb goes his theory of life, steering himself, 
cheering or repiFoving others, }11 faots are of the first 
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importance to his conduct ; and even if a fact shall dis- ^ 
courage or corrupt him, it is stiK best that he should know 
it ; for it is in this world as it is, and not in a world made 
eSiy by educational suppressions, that he must win his way 
to shame or glory. In one word, it must always be foul to 
tell what is false ; and it can never b^ safe to suppress what 
is true. The very fact that yoii omit may be the fact which 
somebody was wanting, for one man’s meat As another 
t-^^an’s poison, ai.d I have known a person who was cheered 
by the perusal of Candida, Every fact is a part of that great 
puzzle we must set together ; and none that comes directly 
IVi a writer’s path but has some nice relations, un perceivable 
by him, to the totality and bearing of the subject under 
hand. Yet there are certain classes of fact eternally more 
necessary than others, and it is with hese that literature 
must first bestir kself. They are not hard to distinguish, 
nature once more easily leading us ; for the necessary, 
because the efficacious, facts are those which are most 
interesting to the natural mind of man.^' Those which are 
coloured, picturesque, human, and rooted in morality, and 
those, on ♦he other hand, which are clear, indisputable, and 
a part of science, are alone vital in importance, seizing by 
theif interest, or useful to communicate. So far as the 
writer merely narrates, he should principally tell of these. 
He should tell of the kind and wholesome and beautiful 
elements of our life ; he should tell unspaiingly of the evil 
and sorrow of the present, to move us with instances ; he 
should tell of %rise and good people in the past, to excite 
us by example ; and of these he should tell soberly and 
tni hfully, not glossing faults, that we may neither grow 
discouraged with ourselyes nor exacting to our neighbours. 
So the body of contemporary literature, ephemeral and 
feeble in itself, touches in the minds of men the springs of 
''thought and kindness ,^and supports them (for those who 
will go at ^fil are easily supported) on their way tvs> what is 
true and right. And if, in any degtce, it does so now, how 
much more might it do so if the writers choose t There is 
not a life in ail the records of the pai^t but, properlyistudied, 
might lend a hint and a h^lp to some contemporary. There 
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is not* a juncture in to-day’s affairs but some useful word 
may yet be said of it. Evefi the reporter has an office, and, 
with clear eyes and honest language, may unveil injustices 
and point the way to progress. And for a last word : in4Bl 
narrationnhere is only one way to be clever, and that is to 
be exact. To be vivi^ is a secondary quality which must 
presuppose the first ; for*Tividiy to convey a wrong im- 
pression i| only to make failure conspicuous. 

But a fact may be viewed on many sides ; it may be chroqj> 
cled with rage, tears, laughter, indifference, or admiration, 
and by each of these the story will be transformed to some- 
thing else. ^The newspaoers that told of the retufn of Gift* 
representatives from Benin, even if they had opt differed -i 
as to the facts, would have sufficiently differed ^ their 
spirits ; so that the one description would have been a 
second ovation, and the other a prolongecf insult. The 
subject maSes but a trifling part nf any piece of literature, 
and the view of the writer is itself a fact more important 
because less disputable than the others. Now this spirit in 
which a subject is regarded, important in all kinds of literary 
work, becomes all-important in works of fiction, medita- 
tion, or rhapsody ; for there it not only colours but itself 
chooses the facts ; not onl]{ modifies but shapes the work. 
And hence, over the far larger proportion of the field of 
literature, the healifti or disease of the writer’s mind or 
momentary humfiur forms not only the leading feature of 
his work, but is, at bottom, the only thing he can communi- 
cate to others. In all works of art, widel)^ speaking, it is 
first of all the author’s attitude that is narrated, though in the 
attitude there be implied a whole experience fcnd a theory 
of life. An author who has b^ged the question and 
reposes in some narrow faith caRnot, if 1^ would, express 
the whole or tven many of the sides oY this various existence; 
for, his own life being maim, some rf them are not admitted ' 
in his theory, and were only dimly^and unwillingly recog- 
nised in his experience.* H«nce the smallness, the triteness, 
and the inhumanity in works t>f merely sectarian religion ; 
and heiye* we* find equal although, unsimilar# limitation in 
works inspired by the i^pirit of t^e flesh or the despicable 
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taste for high society. So that the first duty of any man 
who is to write is intellectual. ^Designedly or not, he has ^ 
so far set himself up for a leader of the minds of men ; and 
hi. must see that his own mind, is kept supple, charitable, 
and bright. Everything but prejudice should find a voice 
through him ; he should see the good in all things ; where 
he has even a feardiat he does hot wholly understand, there 
he should be wholly silent ; and he should recqgnise from 
first that he(has only one tool in his workshop, and that 
tool is sympathy.^ 

The second duty, far harder to define, is moral. There 
tre a th<»usand different humours in the mind^, and about 
each of them, when it is uppermost, some literature tends 
to be deposited. Is this to be allowed ? Not certainly in 
every case, and yet perhaps in more than rigourists v;ould 
fancy. It were to be desired that all literary work, and 
chiefly works of art, iss.’iied from sound, human, healthy, 
and potent impulses, whether grave or laughing, humorous, 
romantic or religious. Yet it cannot be denied that 
some valuable books are partially insane; some, mostly 
religious^, partially inhuman ; and very many tainted 
with morbidity and impotence. Wc do not loathe a 
masterpeice although we gird^ against its blemishes. We 
are not, above all, to look for faults, but merits. There 
is no book perfect, e\^ui in design ; buc there are many that 
will delight, improve, or encourage the reader. On the 
one hand, the Hebrew psalms are the only religious poetry 
on earth ; yet 'they contain sallies that savour rankly of the 
man of blood. On the other hand, Alfred de Musset had 
a poisoned and a contorted nature ; I am only quoting that 
generous and frivolou^, giant, old Dumas, when I accuse 
him of a bad he^rt ; ^yet when the impulse under which he 
wrote was purely creative, he could give iis works like 
Carmosine or Fantasij, in which the last note of the 

< t' 

* A footnote, at Ipst, is due to the a^^iraLle example set before all young 
writers in the width of literary sympathy displayed by Mr. Swinburne. He 
' mns forth to welcome merit, whether in Dickens or TrollQpe, whether in 
Villon, Milton, 'or Pope. 'Phis is, in criticism, the attitude wt! should all 
Kelt to preserve, not ordy in tl\^t, but in ev<^ branch of literary work. 
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[omjtfitic comedy seems to have been found again to touch 
and please us. When Flailbert wrote Madame Bovary^ 

I believe he thought chiefly of a somewhat morbid realism : 
and behold 1 the book turned in his hands into a mastef^ 
piece of appalling morality. But the truth is, when 
books are conceived ui^er^g great stress, with a soul of 
ninefold power, nine times heated and electrified by 
effort, the ocnditions of our being are seized with such an 
ample grasp, that, even should the main dIsign be triviqi 
or base, some truth and beauty cannot fail to be expressed. 
Out of the strong comes forth sweetness ; but an ill thing 
poorly donees an ill thing4|top and bottom. And *80 thisf 
can be no encouragement to kifock-kneed, feebl«-wristed 
scribes, who must take their business conscientiously or 
be ashamed to practise it. , . 

Man is imperfect ; yet, in his literature,* he must express 
himself and his own views and preferences ; for to do 
anything else is to do a far more perilous thing than to risk 
being immoral ; it fe to be sure of being untrue. To ape a 
sentiment, even a good one, is to travesty a sentiment ; that 
will not be helpful. To conceal a sentiment, if yoi^are sure 
you hold it, is to take a liberty with truth. There is prob- 
ably no point of view possible to a sane man but contSins 
some truth and, in the true connection, might be profitable 
to the race, I amjiol afraid of the truth, if any one could 
tell it me, but f am afraid of parts of it impertinen^y 
uttered. There is a time to dance and a time t/) mourn ; 
to be harsh as well as to be sentimental to be ascetic 
as well as to glorify the appetites ; and if a man were 
to combine all these extremes into “his wo A, each in 
its place and proportion, that wcjfli would be. the world’s 
masterpiece of morality, as well as tf art. Partiality is 
immorality ; ftr any book is wrong tSat gives a misleading 
picture of the world and life. The tAuble is that the weak- 
ling muarbe partial ; the work ©f one proving dank and 
depressing ; of anothe/, dhfeap and vulgar ; of a third, 
epilepticallx sejisual ; of a murth, sourly ascetic. In 
literatureaas in conduct, ^ou can never hope to do exactly 
right. All you caif do ispto make as suref as possible ; and, 
£ 
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for that there is but one rule. Nothing should be done (o 
a hurry that can be done slc^wly. It is no use to write a 
book and put it by for nine or even ninety years ; for in 
the writing you will have pactly convinced yourself ; the 
delay must precede any beginning ; and if you meditate a 
work of art, you should first Ipng roll the subject under the 
tongue to make^sure you like* the flavour, before you brew a 
volume that shall taste of it from end to end ; or if you 
propose to erfter on the field of controversy, you should 
first have thought upon the question under all conditions, 
in health as well as in sickness, in sorrow as well as in joy. 
It is this nearness of examination necessary for any true 
and kind writing, that makes practice of the art a prolonged 
and noble education for the writer. 

There is plenty to do, plenty to say, or to say over again, 
in the meantime. Any literary work which f'onveys faith- 
ful facts or pleasing impressions is a service to the public* 
It is even a service to be thankfully proud of having 
rendered. The slightest novels are df blessing to those in 
distress, not chloroform itself a greater. Our fine old sea- 
captain *s life was justified when Carlyle soothed his mind 
with The King's Own or Newton Forster, To please is to 
sd^ve ; and so far from its being difficult to instruct while 
you amuse, it is difficult to do the one thoroughly without 
the other. Some part of the writer or his life will crop out 
in even a vapid book ; and to read a n'Ovel that was con- 
ceived \Yith.any force is to multiply experience and to 
exercise the^ sympathies. Every article, every piece of 
verse, every essay, every entre-filety is destined to pass, 
however kwiftly, \hrough the minds of some portion of 
the public, and to^ ^olour, however transiently, their 
thoughts. When tny subject falls to be discussed, some 
scribbler on a paper has the invaluable ^’opportunity of 
beginning its discusSion in a dignified and human spirit ; 
and if there were enough who did so in our public press, 
neither the public nor the PdSrHaiVient would find it in their 
minds to drop to meaner thoughts. Th^ wpter has the 
chance to ‘•stumble, »by the wap, on something pleasing, 
something intet^tingr, something cilPcouraging, were it 
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jjnly*to‘a single reader. He will be unfortunate, indeed, 
if he suit no one. He has the chance, besides, to stumble 
on something that a dull person shall be able to compre- 
hend ; and for a dull person to have read anything and'f 
for that o^ce, comprehended it, makes a marking epoch 
in his education. t ^ 

Here, then, is work worth doing and worth trying to do 
well. And»so, if I were minded to welcome any great 
accession to our trade, it should not be fron\ any reason of 
a higher wage, but because it was a trade which was useful 
in a very great and in a very high degree ; which every 
honest tradesman could mjjive more serviceable to mankind* 
in his single strength ; which was difficult to do.well and 
possible to do better every year ; which called for scrupu- 
lous thought on the part of all who practised it, ojid hence 
became a perpetual education to their Nobler natures ; 
and wbiVV., pay it as you please, in the large majority of 
the best cases will still be underpaid. For surely at this 
time of the day in the nineteenth century, there is nothing 
that an honest man should fear more timorously than 
getting and spending more than he deserves. ^ 
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a 

** Or^HE Editor ^ has somewhat insidiously laid a trap for 
X his correspondents, the question put appearing at 
first so innocent, truly cutting so deep. It is not, indeed, 

• until after some reconnaissance and review that the writer 
awakes, to find himself engaged upon something in the 
nature of autobiography, or, perhaps worse, upon a 
chapter jn tlie life of that little, beautiful brother whom we 
once all had, and whom we have all lost and^ mourned, the 
man we ought to have been, the man we hoped to be. But 
when word has been passed (even to an editor), it should, 
if possible, be kept ; and if sometimes I am wise and say 
too little, and sometimes weak and say too much, the blame 
must lif. at the door of the person who entrapped me. 

The most influential books, and the truest in their 
influence, are works of fiction. They do not pin the reader 
to a dogma which he must afterwards discover to be 
inexact ; they do not teach him a lespon which he must 
jafterwards unlearn. They repeat, the'y rearrange, they 
clarify thp lemons of life ; they disengage us from ourselves, 
they constrain us to the acquaintance of others ; and they 
show us the web of experience, not as we can see it for our- 
selves, but with a* singular change — that monstrous, con- 
suming ego of ours bfipg, for the nonce, struck out. To 
be so, they mu^st becreasonably true to the human comedy ; 
and any work that is so serves the turn of instruction. But 
the course of our education is answered best by those 
poems aAd romances where we breathe a magnanimous 
atmosphere of thought and'm^et generous and pious 
characters. Shakespeare has served me Few living 

o « ' €1 

^ ^ Of ike Britiih meekly t 
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f^'ien^s have fiad upon me an influence so strong for good 
as Hamlet or Rosalind. Tile last character, already well 
beloved in the reading, I had the good fortune to see, I 
must think, in an impressionable hour, played by Mraf 
Scott Siddbns. Nothing* has ever more moved, more 
delighted, more refreshed me ; nor has the influence quite 
passed away. Kent’s brief s^^ech over tho dying Lear had 
a great effect upon my mind, and was the burthen of my 
reflections for long, so profoundly, so touchingly generous, 
did it appear in sense, so overpowering in expression. 
Perhaps my dearest and best friend outside of Shakespeare 
is D’Artagnaii — the elderly^ D’Artagnan of the Vicwnte de^ 
Bragelonne. I know not a mor« human soul, nqf, in his 
way, a finer ; I shall be very sorry for the man whc^is so 
much of a pedant in morals that he cannot learn from the 
Captain of Musketeers. Lastly, I must name tht^Pilgrim^s 
Progress, a Book that breathes q£ every beautiful and 
valuable emotion. 

But of works of act little can be said ; their influence is 
profound and silent, like the influence of nature ; they 
mould by contact ; we drink them up like water ,^and are 
bettered, yet know not how. It s in books more specifically 
didactic that we can follow qut the effect, and distingmsh 
and weigh and compare. A book which has been very 
influential upon me 1^11 early into my hands, and so may 
stand first, thougl? I think its influence was only sensible 
later on, and perhaps still keeps growing, fm it is a bo^ 
not easily outlived ; the Essais of Monmigne. That 
temperate and genial picture of life is a great gift to place in 
the hands of persons of to-day ; they will fiifd in these 
smiling pages a magazine of heroi^ and wisdom, all of 
an antique strain ; they will have^theig “ linen decencies ” 
and excited ofthodoxies fluttered, aiM will (if they have 
any gift of reading) perceive that^these have not been 
fluttered without some excuse jand ground of reason ; 
and (again if they have afiy^ft of reading) they will end by 
seeing that this old gentleman f^as in a dozen ways a finer 
fellow, and nel 3 in a dofen ways a nyDbler view of life than- 
they or their cont^poraries. , • 
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The next book, in order of time, to influence me^ was 
the New Testament, and in particular the Gospel according 
to St. Matthew. I believe it would startle and move any 
f ne if they could make a certain effort of imagination and 
read it freshly like a book, not droningly and dully like a 
portion of the Bible. Any one would then be able to sec 
in it those truths which we ai^^ all courteously supposed to 
know and all modestly refrain from applying^ But upon 
this subject it^s perhaps better to be silent. 

I come next to Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, a book of 
singular service, a book which tumbled the world upside 
fdown for me, blew into space a thousand cobwebs of genteel 
and ethical illusion, and, having thus shaken my tabernacle 
of lies, set me back again upon a strong foundation of all 
the oKginal and manly virtues. But it is, once more, 
only a fook for those who have the gift of reading. I will 
be very frank — I believ^ it is so with all good Kooks except, 
perhaps, fiction. The average man lives, and must live, 
so wholly in convention, that gunpowder charges of the 
truth are more apt to discompose than to invigorate his 
creed. Either he cries out upon blasphemy and indecency, 
and croilches the closer round that little idol of part-truths 
and*, part-conveniences which is the contemporary deity, 
or he is convinced by what is new, forgets what is old, and 
becomes truly blasphemous and indecent himself. New 
truth is only useful to supplement the old.; rough truth is 
Oiily wanted to expand, not to destroy, our civil and often 
elegant cdnvefitions. He who cannot judge had better 
stick to fiction and the daily papers. There he will get 
little harm/ and, in, the first at least, some good. 

Close upon the back of my discovery of Whitman, I 
came under the influeAcE of Herbert Spencer. No more 
persuasive rabKi exists, and few better. Eow much of 
his vast structure willpbear the touch of time, how much 
is clay and^how mucht^raps, it were too curious to inquire. 
But his words, if dry, are always manly and honest ; there 
dwells in his pages a spirit ‘of highly abstract joy, plucked 
naked like algebraic symbol but still jdyful and the 
reader will find there a capuUmortnum of piety, with little 
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indeed of *its^ loveliness, but with most of its^essentials ; 
sfhd ftiese two qualities majse him a wholesome, as his 
intellectual vigour makes him a bracing, writer. I should 
be much of a hound if I lost my gratitude to Herbe^ 
Spencer. » « 

Goethe^ s Life^ by Lewes, had a great importance for me 
when it first fell into m^ ha«ds — a strange instance of the 
partiality of man’s good and man’s evil. I know no one 
whom I less’^dmire than Goethe ; he seems ^ very epitome 
of the sins of genius, breaking open the doors of private 
life and wantonly wounding friends, in that crowning 
offence of Werther^ and in his own character a mere pen- 
and-ink NapWeon, consciolis of the rights and duties of^ 
superior talents as a Spanish inquisitor was conscious of 
the rights and duties of his office. And yet in hi-i fine 
devotion to his art, in his honest and serviceable friend- 
ship for Schifler, what lessons are contained ! Biography, 
usually so false to its office, does^ere for once perform 
for us some of the work of fiction, reminding us, that is, 
of the truly mingled tissue of man’s nature, and how huge 
faults and shining virtues cohabit and persevere in the 
same character. History serves us well to this effect, but 
in the originals not in the pages of the popular epitomiser, 
who is bound, by the very ifature of his task, to make us 
feel the difference epochs instead of the essential 
identity of man, ^id even in the originals only to those who 
can recognise their own human virtues and defects isw 
strange forms often inverted, and under ifrange names 
often interchanged. Martial is a poet of no good repute 
and it gives a man new thoughts to read his^works dis- 
passionately, and find in this unseemly jester’s serious 
passages the image of a kind, wile, and self-respecting 
gentleman. Is is customary, I suppo.^, in iPeading Martial, 
to leave out these pleasant verses ; I never heard of them, 
at least, until I found them for mysSf ; and this partiality 
is one among a thousand tji^ngs ^hat help to build up our 
distorted and hysterical conception of the great Roman 
Empire. ^ ^ 

This brings us a jiatural transition to i very nobl^ 
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book — the Meditations of Marcus Aureliui. Tfie dis- 
passionate gravity, the noble forgetfulness of self, the 
tenderness of others, that are there expressed and were 
practised on so great a scale in the life of its writer, make 
this book a book quite by itself. No one can rejyl it and not 
be moved. Yet it scarcely or rarely appeals to the feelings 
— those very mobile, those very trusty parts of man. 
Its address lies fhrther back : its lesson comes more deeply 
home ; when you have read, you carry awaji^ with you a 
memory of the man himself ; it is as though you had 
touched a loyal hand, looked into brave eyes, and made a 
noble friend ; there is another bond on you thenceforward, 
^binding you to life and to the Vove of virtue. ‘ 

Wordsworth should plrhaps come next. Every one 
has been influenced by Wordsworth, and it is hard to tell 
precisely, how. A certain innocence, a rugged austerity 
of joy, a sight orthe stars, “ the silence that i^^in the lonely 
hills,** something of tWb cold thrill of dawn, cling to his 
work and give it a particular address to what is best in us. 
I do not know that you learn a lessoii ; you need not — 
Mill did not — agree with any one of his beliefs ; and yet 
the spelt is cast. Such are the best teachers : a dogma 
learned is only a new error — the old one was perhaps as 
gooci ; but a spirit communicated is a perpetual possession. 
These best teachers climb beyond peaching to the plane 
of art ; it is themselves, and what is best in themselves, 
that they communicate. 

I should n(,ver forgive myself if I forgot The Egoist, 
It is art, if you like, but it belongs purely to didactic art, and 
from all th^ novels I have read (and I have read thousands) 
stands in a place by’itself. Here is a Nathan for the modern 
David ; here is a bookrtc send the blood into men’s faces. 
Satire, the angiry pi(?^rc of human faults, is^,not great art ; 
we can all be angry with our neighbour ; what we want is 
to be shown, not his defects, of which we are too conscious, 
but his m&ts, to which ^^e are to(j, blind. And The Egoist 
is a satire ; so much must |;e Allowed ; but it is a satire of 
a singular quality, which tells you^nothing of that obvious 
'mote, which^s engaged from first to last^with that invisible 
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beam. . It is^yourself that is hunted down ; these are your 
•owrf faults that are dragged into the day and numbered, 
with lingering relish, with cruel cunning and precision. 
A young friend of Mr. Meredith’s (as I have the sto^) 
came to l^m in an agonj^ “ This is too bad of you,” me 
cried. “ Willoughby is me ! ” “ No, my dear fellow,” 
said the author ; he fe al^f us.” I have read The Egoist 
five or six times myself, and I mean to thad it again ; for 
I am likeJ^the young friend of the anecdote — I think 
Willoughby an unmanly but a very serviSeable exposuj^e- 
of myself. 

I suppose, when I am done, I shall find that I have 
forgotten nfuch that was sftiost influential, as I see^alread^^ 

I have forgotten Thoreau, and*Hazlitt whose paper “ On 
the Spirit of Obligations ” was a turning-point in my life, 
and Pen whose little book of aphorisms had a. brief but 
strong eflFeot on me, and Mitford’s Tales of Old Japan ^ 
wherein I learned for the first tiihe the proper attitude of 
any rational man to his country’s laws — a secret found, and 
kept, in the Asiatic islands. That I should commemorate 
all is more than I can hope or the Editor could ask. It will 
be more to the point, after having said so much«ipon im- 
proving books, to say a word or two about the improvable 
reader. The gift of reading, as I have called it, is no^very 
common, nor very, generally understood. It consists, 
first of all, in a^^iist intellectual endowment — a free grace, 

I find I must call it — ^by which a man rises to understajad 
that he is not punctually right, nor those^roqi whom he 
differs absolutely wrong. He may hold dogmas ; he may 
hold them passionately ; and he may know^ that others 
hold them but coldly, or hold them differently, or hold them 
not at all. Well, if he has the giftiof reading, these others 
will be full meat for him. They will see the other side 
of propositions and the other side 01 virtues. He need not 
change his dogma for that, but he^nay change his reading 
of that dogma, and hg must supplement and* correct his 
deductions from it. A hu/han truth, which is always very 
much a lit, hides as nmeh of life as it displays. It is men 
who hofd another trutn, or, as it leems to tls, perhaps,^ 
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dai^erous lip, who can extend our restricted fi^ld of know- 
ledge, and rouse our drowsy c(\nscience8. Something *thatf 
seems quite new, or that seems insolently false or very 
d|jngerous, is the test of a reader, If he tries to see what it 
means, what truth excuses it, he^has the gift, ai^d let him 
read. If he is merely hurt, or ofended, or exclaims upon 
his author^s folly^ he had bette take to the daily papers ; 
he will never be a reader. 

And here, wijh the aptest illustrative force, ^iter I have 
‘•lard down my part-truth, I must step in with its opposite. 
For, after all, we are vessels of a very limited content. Not 
all men can read all books ; it is only in a chosen few that 
any man will find his appointed food ; and the fittest 
lessons aiV: the most palatable, and make themselves wel- 
come to the mind. A writer learns this early, and it is his 
chief support he goes on unafraid, laying down the law ; 
and he is sure at Aeart that most of what he sayi is demon- 
strably false, and mucH' of a mingled strain, and some 
hurtful, and very little good for servicp ; but he is sure 
besides that when his words fall into the hands of any 
genuine reader, they will be weighed and winnowed, and 
only that* which suits will be assimilated ; and when they 
fall i^to the hands of one who cannot intelligently read, 
hey com e there quite silent arfd inarticulate, falling upon 
deaf ears, and his secret is kept as if htrhad not written. 
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S TYLE if the invariable mark of any master ; and for 
the student who does not aspire so high as to hp 
numbered with the giants, it is still the one quality in which 
he may improve himself at will. Passion, wisdom, creative 
force, the pfewer of mystety or colour, are allotted in th# 
hour of birth, and can be neitBer learned nor simulated. 
But the just and dexterous use of what qualities we# have, 
the proportion of one part to another and to the whole, 
the elision of the useless, the accentuation*of the important, 
and the preservation of a uniforrA character from end to 
end — ^these, which taken together constitute technical 
perfection, are to some degree within the reach of industry 
and intellectual courage. What to put in and what to leave 
out ; whether some particular fact be organically necessary 
or purely ornamental ; whether, if it be purely ornamental, 
it may not weaken or obsture the general design ;^and 
finally, whether, if ye decide to use it, we should do so 
grossly and not^y or in some conventional disguise : are 
questions of plastic style continually re-arising. And t^jc 
sphinx that patrols the highways of execu^ve,art has no 
more unanswerable riddle to propound. 

In literature (from which I must draw my ii^stances) the 
great change of the past century has been effected by the 
admission of detail. It was inaiigurated by .the romantic 
Scott ; and length, by the semi-rc^antic Balzac and his 
more or less wholly unromantic followers, bound like a 
duty on the novelist. For some ti|ne it signified and ex- 
pressed a more ample ^ontem^flation of the cAiditions of 
man's life ; but it has reclntjy (at least in France) fallen 
into a merelyvtechnica] and decorative stage, which it is, 
perhaps't still too ^arsh to call survival. With a movemelff 
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of alarm, thfi wiser or more timid begin to falf a little jback 
from these extremities ; they begin to aspire after a more 
naked, narrative articulation ; after the succinct, the 
4ignified, and the poetic ; and*as a means to this, after a 
general lightening of this bagga^ge of detail. After Scott 
we beheld the starveling story — pnce, in the hands of 
Voltaire, as abstract as a parable — begin to be pampered 
upon facts. The introduction of these detail developed 
a particular ability of hand ; and that ability, childishly 
indulged, has led to the works that now amaze us on a 
railway journey. A man of the unquestionable force of 
Jdi. Zol? spends himself on technical successes. To afford 
a popular flavour and attract tfie mob, he adds a steady 
current o^ what I may be allowed to call the rancid. That 
is exciting to the moralist ; but what more particularly 
interests the artiat is this tendency of the extreme of detail, 
when followed as a prjinciple, to degenerate into mere 
feux-de-joie of literary tricking. The other day even M. 
Daudet was to be heard babbling of a?idible colours and 
visible sounds. 

This odd suicide of one branch of the realists may serve 
to reminh us of the fact which underlies a very dusty 
confljet of the critics. All repr^esentative art, which can be 
said to live, is both realistic and ideal ; and the realism 
about which we quarrel is a matter ^purely of externals. 
It is no especial cultus of nature and vei*k» ity, but a mere 
vrtiim of veering fashion, that has made us turn our back 
upon the hr gel , more various, and more romantic art of 
yore. A photographic exactitude in dialogue is now the 
exclusive fashion ; but even in the ablest hands it tells us 
no more — I think it even tells us less — than Molifere, wield- 
ing his artificial medium, ^as told to us and to all time of 
Alceste or Orgdn, iJorine or Chrysale. TXie historical 
novel is forgotten. Yot truth to the conditions of man’s 
nature and the conditioiis qf man’s life, the truth of literary 
art, is free of the ages. It may be told us in a carpet comedy, 
in a novel of adventure, or a* fairy tale. The scene may be 
pitched in Lqndon, on Jthe sea-coast of BohSmia, or away 
on the mountains o( Beulah. And an odd and luminous 
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^cci^ent, if there is any page of literature <&lculated to 
awake the envy of M. Zolli, it must be that Troilus and 
Cressida which Shakespeare, in a spasm of unmanly anger 
with the world, grafted on the heroic story of the sieged 
Troy. • • 

This question of reqjism, let it be then clearly under- 
stood, regards not in the^east degree <he fundamental 
truth, butf^nly the technical method, of a work of art. 
Be as ideal or as abstract as you please, you Vill be none the , 
less veracious ; but if you be weak, you run the risk of 
being tedious and inexpressive ; and if you be very strong 
and honest ,^ou may change upon a masterpiece. • • 

A work of art is first cloudily conceived in t^e mind ; 
during the period of gestation it stands more clearly forward 
from these swaddling mists, puts on expressive lineaments, 
and become^ at length that most faultless, but also, alas I 
that incommunicable product of the human mind, a 
perfected design. On the approach to execution all is 
changed. The artist must now step down, don his working 
clothes, and become the artisan. He now resolutely 
commits his airy conception, his delicate AriqJ, to the 
touch of matter ; he must decide, almost in a breath, the 
scale, the style, the spirit, and the particularity of execiltion 
of his whole design. 

The engendering •idea of some works is stylistic ; a 
technical prcocilJpation stands them instead of some 
robuster principle of life. And with these tjjie execution is 
but play ; for the stylistic problem is resolved beforehand, 
and all large originality of treatment wilfully foregone. 
Such are the verses, intricately designed, which we have 
learnt to admire, with a certain snyling admiration, at the 
hands of Mr. Lang and Mr. Dobson i sucji, too, are Jthose 
canvases whd^e dexterity or even bi^adth of plastic style 
takes the place of pictorial nobility^f design. So, it may 
be remarked, it was easier to b^girfto write Ewmond than 
Vanity Fair, since, in fhe first, the style was dictated by 
the nature of the plan ; and Thackeray, a man probably’ 
of some indolence of mfnd, enjoyed and got good profit 
this economy of^ effoit. But the cate is exceptional. 
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Usually in Sll works of art that have been conceived frorti 
within outwards, and gener&usly nourished from the 
author’s mind, the moment in which he begins to execute 
iS^one of extreme perplexity and strain. Artists of in- 
different energy and an imperfect devotion to' their own 
ideal make this ungrateful eff(y,t op.ce for all ; and, having 
formed a style, fidhere to it through life. But those of a 
higher order cannot rest content with a procer s which, as 
tJljiey continue to employ it, must infallibly degenerate 
toward the academic and the cut-and-dried. Every fresh 
work in which they embark is the signal for a fresh engage- 
^ment oi the whole forces of thc/r mind ; and the changing 
views which accompany the growth of their experience are 
marked by still more sweeping alterations in the manner 
of their ^rt.. So that criticism loves to dwell upon and 
distinguish the varying periods of a Raphael, a, Shakespeare, 
or a Beethoven. 

It is, then, first of all, at this initial and decisive moment 
when execution is begun, and thenceforth only in a less 
degree, that the ideal and the real do indeed, like good and 
evil angels, contend for the direction of the work. Marble, 
paint, and language, the pen, the needle, and the brush, 
all have their grossnesses, their ineffable impotences, their 
hours, if I may so express myself, of insubordination. It is 
the work and it is a great part of the 3elight of any artist to 
intend with these unruly tools, and now^by brute energy, 
now by v^ttyr expedient, to drive and coax them to effect 
his will. Given these means, so laughably inadequate, 
and given the interest, the intensity, and the multiplicity 
of the actual sensation whose effect he is to render with 
their aid, the artist h^s^one main and necessary resource 
which he must,,in every case and upon any theory, employ. 
He must, that is, suppress much and omit more. He must 
omit what is tedious J^or irrelevant, and suppress what is 
tedious arid necessary. Eut such facts as, in regard to the 
main design, subserve a variety o\ purposes, he will per- 
force and eagerly retain. And it is the mark of the very 
* highest order of creati\e art to be woven exclusively of such. 
There, any fact that is registered ^is coxUrived a double or 
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ji tfQjyle debt to pay, and is at once an ornameift in its place 
and a pillar in the main deslign. Nothing would find room 
in such a picture that did not serve, at once, to complete 
the composition, to accentuate the scheme of colour ,^o 
distinguish the planes of^ distance, and to strike the note 
of the selected sentiment • nothing would be allowed in 
such a story that did not, at the same thne, expedite the 
progress o^the fable, build up the characters, and strike 
home the moral or the philosophical design. But thisjls ^ 
unattainable. As a rule, so far from building the fabric of 
our works exclusively with these, we are thrown into a 
rapture if A^e think we cap muster a dozen or a score (if 
them, to be the plums of our confection. And Jience, in 
order that the canvas may be filled or the story proceed 
from point to point, other details must be admitted. They 
must be admitted, alas ! upon a doubtful* titfe ; many 
without marriage robes. Thus any work of art, as it pro- 
ceeds toward completion, too often — I had almost written 
always — loses in force and poignancy of main design. Our 
little air is swamped and dwarfed among hardly relevant 
orchestration ; our little passionate story drowns^n a deep 
sea of descriptive eloquence or slipshod talk. 

But again, we are rather, more tempted to admit tfhose 
particulars which we know we can describe ; and hence 
those most of all whfch, having been described very often, 
have grown to W conventionally treated in the practice 
our art. These we choose, as the masryi chooses the 
acanthus to adorn his capital, because they come naturally 
to the accustomed hand. The old stock incidents and 
accessories, tricks of workmanship aifd scheAes of com- 
position (all being admirably goo^.^or they would long have 
been forgotten) haunt and tempt our /ancj, offer us ready- 
made but . lAt perfectly appropriate solutions for any 
problem that arises, and wean us fA)m the study of nature 
and the uncompromising praclv:e df art. To struggle, to 
face nature, to find freJh solutions, and give expression to 
facts whicji have not yet beefi adequately or not yet ele- 
gantly cfcpresSed, is td run a little upon the danger ^ 
extreme self-love Difficulty sets a high price uppn achieve- 
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ment ; and the artist may easily fall into the error of tl}^ 
French naturalists, and consider any fact as welcome to 
admission if it be the ground pf brilliant handiwork^; or, 
Sgain, into the error of the modern landscape-painter, who 
is apt to think that difficulty Overcome and science well 
displayed can take the place ^pf what is, after all, the one 
excuse and bredrth of art — charm. A little further, and he 
will regard charm in the light of an unworth§^ sacrifice to 
^irettiness, and the omission of a tedious passage as an 
infidelity to art. 

We have now the matter of this difference before us. 
^The idealist, his eye singly fixad upon the greater outlines, 
loves rariher to fill up the interval with detail of the con- 
ventional order, briefly touched, soberly suppressed in tone, 
courting neglect. But the realist, with a fine intemperance, 
will not suffer the presence of anything so ejead as a con- 
vention ; he shall have all fiery, all hot-pressed from 
nature, all charactered and notable, seizing the eye. The 
styl6 that befits either of these extremes, once chosen, 
brings with it its necessary disabilities and dangers. The 
immediate danger of the realist is to sacrifice the beauty 
and significance of the whole to local dexterity, or, in the 
in^ne pursuit of compietian, to immolate his readers 
under facts ; but he comes in the last resort, and as his 
energy declines, to discard all design, abjure all choice, 
<v,and, with scientific thoroughness, steaclity to communicate 
matter whick is not worth learning. The danger of the 
idealist is, of course, to become merely null and lose all 
grip of fact, particularity, or passion. 

We talk of badland good. Everything, indeed, is good 
which is conceived w^t^ honesty and executed with com- 
municative ardour.c But though on neither side is dogma- 
tism fitting, and though in every case the artist must decide 
for himself, and defade afresh and yet afresh fpr each 
succeedii^ work and new creation ; yet one thing may be 
generally saidj that we of the^iast ''quarter of the nineteenth 
century, breathing as we do the intellectual al;mo8phere of 
^Tour age, arc more apt to err upon the side of realism than 
„ to sin in quest Of the ideal. Upon thJit theory it may be 
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well Jto* watch and correct our own decisiofts, always 
liolding back the hand froiA the least appearance of ir- 
relevant dexterity, and resolutely fixed to begin no work 
that IS not philosophical, passionate, dignified, happilji^ 
mirthful, Oi*, at the last ard least, romantic in design. 
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I 

, HISTORY, OF MOSES 

» 

T here was a woman that had a child when all the 
babies were to be drowned and she was a good woman 
and she aske^ God how she could save her baoy and God 
told her to make a basket of rushes ,gnd put it in the water, 
hiding it the rushes. Then Pharaoh’s daughter was 
going to bathe in a certain place and as she went past she 
saw the cradle and asked her servants to go and bring it 
out and they did it. When they brought it out tl^y lifted 
the thing up that was on the top and they saw a baby 
crying. Then they saw the child’s sister that was standing 
far away and Pharaoh’s daughter cried to her to come and 
when she came she toftl her to call a nurse for the baby and 
then she ran andiftought the mother of it and she told the 
mother to take charge of it and to come to tjie palace and ' 
so she came. • 

Then Moses when he was grown up was sent away to 
show some wonders to the Israelites and God tdld him the 
things he was to do. He first told him to lay down his rod 
and when he laid it down it becatne | serpent. Then he 
told him to g<f and do it when he was witt the Israelites 
and he said he would do it. Then Gtad told him to put his 
hand into his breast and he did so afld his hand#became a 
leper, then he pulled it tAtt ai>d he put it in again and when 
he pulled it out it was just the* way it was before. Then 
God told^hlm'to do that and he w^nt away ^ome to thc^. 
house that he lived in i|nd God |old him that he would 
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have to go to the Israelites, Then he went away *co the 
Israelites. 

One day Moses saw an Egyptian whipping an Israelite 
\nd he came and killed the Egyptian. It was ipot wrong of 
Moses to kill the Egyptian because he was doing harm to 
the Israelite for he was an Israelite too. After that God 
told Aaron and Moses to go up and try to make Pharaoh 
let the Israelites go away and then Aaron an^ Moses went 
fUp to speak to him and asked him if he would allow them 
to go and Pharaoh said no that he wouldn’t. Then Aaron 
laid down the rod and behold it became a serpent. He 
took It by the tail and pulled it up and it turned into a rod. 
He put^his hand into his breast and it became a leper and 
he put it in again and it was just as it was before. Then 
the Egyptians took all their rods and laid them down and 
they became serpents. Pharaoh said that* he would let 
them go but he bar defied his heart and would not. When 
Pharaoh was going to bathe at a certain place Aaron 
stretched his rod over the water and it became blood. Then 
Pharaoh went home in despair and he said he would let 
them but he hardened his heart again. Then Aaron 
stretched out his rod and frogs came forth and crept over 
alf the beds and eat up all the food and everything and he 
said he would let them go but he hardened his heart again. 

Then the next plague was little inserts called lice which 
went all over the country. After that he sent swarms of 
flies whif:h luzzed about in the most horrible manner. 
Then boils came all over the people even over Pharaoh and 
his servants. After that came deaths of beasts and nearly 
all the beasts died. Then God sent hail and rain and fire 
and thunder and befa;^ he sent it he told Pharaoh and all 
his people to keep in their houses. After tjjiat it happened 
all the grass was taken away and all the leaves off the trees 
by locusts. Then it fumed all darkness and it was all light 
beside tlfe Israelites. And God paid to the Israelites that 
they must get all ready and ^and round at a table eating a 
lamb and spread the blood of the lamb on the lintels of 
their doors'for that the angel of aeath was goin^to pass to 
. kill all the babies but vfhoever hds the ])lood on the lintels 
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woulda’t have^ their babies killed. Then when the Egypt- 
iahs hhd gone to bed thinking of no danger, tlie angel of 
death passed through and every baby even Pharaoh’s first 
born was killed and there was a great cry over all the landL 
Then Pharjvjh cried for IN^oses and Aaron as quickly aT 
possible andlie said that they must go away as fast as they 
could and they all went*and>took their bags of meat and 
their flocks and they asked the women of Egypt to give 
them gold antt silver and they did so. ^ 

They came to a sea called the Red Sea, now' don’t sup-* 
pose it was red like blood, so the black cloud stood still 
that had led them all the way and they encamped and soon 
they heard a fereat noise of dorse^ and chariots and it was 
the Egyptians coming after them. They then tolc? Moses 
to go and pray to God and he did so. Then God 4:old 
Moses to stretch out his rod over the Red Sea. and he did 
so. Lo and tfehold the waters went up on each side of a 
dry path like walls, then the Israelites went into the path 
to cross. After they^had got a little way across ihe Egypt- 
ians came up and they saw a dry path and they determined 
to go over it. They had not got very far across when lo and 
behold to their terror the wheels of their charidfe stuck 
like as if in mud as God poured down his wrath and the 
thunder roared and such ligfltnings as were never sefcn 
in Egypt (this is in lijie upon line). God told Moses to 
stretch his rod overnthe water and he did so and the walls of 
water came down upon the tops of the Egyptians and they 
were drowned. * , 

Then the Israelites were very hungry and they began to 
speak to Moses about it. Then Moses prayed tQ God and 
God told Moses that the Israelites were to get up very 
early in the morning and they wouid^ee small white things 
on the ground ,%nd they were to gather .^ but* they were mot 
to gather any for to-morrow because ^ would breed worms 
and stink and they could not eat it bjit on Saturdays they 
were to gather some for §undays because on Suhftays they 
would not see any little while ^things. So' they rose up 
early in the^carning an4 they went out and they did see 
little whiti things and they called it ihanna. It tasted like"* 
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honey. Then they were thirsty and they murmured against 
Moses and against God and so Moses went to pray to GdS 
and God told Moses to go up to a rock with a few men and 
strike the rock with his rod and water would come out, 
so he did so and water came Rowing forth. ^Then they 
travelled on through the wildern^ess and they came to a 
mount called Sinai. God tolcf 'Moses to come up to him in 
the mount and Moses went up. God told Moses that he 
was to tell the^'Israelites to wash their clothes for they were 
^o hear him speaking on the third day. They did so and on 
the third morning they heard his voice and the trumpet 
sounded loud. And he was to put railing round the moun- 
tain and he was not to ,let aiiy of the people touch the 
mountain or the railings. Moses stayed forty days and 
forty^ nights with God and God gave him two tables of 
stone with ten , commandments written on them and the 
Israelites thought the time so long they thbught he was 
never to come back so they asked Aaron to make them a 
golden calf. He told them to give alj their gold earrings 
and things so he melted them and took it out and when it 
was soft he cut it into the shape of a calf. Then he took it 
and putSt upon a high place and he said they should have 
a ^reat feast to-morrow and so they had a grand feast and 
they danced round the calf and cried, “ This is the one who 
brought us out of Egypt,” and Moso5 was coming down at 
that time and he saw the Israelites ^ijncing round the 
image and he broke the tables of stone because he was so 
angry and he tame down very quickly and took the calf and 
melted it and ground it into powder and threw it into some 
water and«nade tl\em drink it and God said that somebody 
must take a sword and kill some of them and Moses asked 
God not tO'kill the wRc^e of them and said, “ Remember 
what you prortfised^o Jacob.” c 

Then Moses went \jp into the mount again and God told 
him to m^ke a tabernacle and he told him of two clever men 
which could help them, fb cs^ve wood and things. Their 
names were Bezaleel and Aljoliab . When Moses went down 
Jthey could not look upon him because he«sho^e with the 
glory of Gofl and^he put a veil over his face. Then he told 
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the Israelites that they were to make a taberrycle for God 
•and*Moses asked them for their gold and silver and all their 
beautiful things to make it of and they gave them. In the 
court of the tabernacle there was a brazen altar for oflermg 
lambs and oxes upon an^ there was a brazen basin a little 
farther in, in which the priests used to wash the dishes and 
their hands. Then in tlie iliside in the hojy place there was 
a golden altar for burning incense on and a candlestick 
which had leven lamps upon it. Then drw up the veil of 
the tabernacle, you will see the Holy of Holies and in it# a 
large box of gold, the top of which was called the Mercy 
Seat and there was two gold angels that bent thc^ win^s 
over the tof), in the inside^ therp was Aaron's budding rod 
and the tables of stone. The Holy of Holies whs a light 
place because the glory of God was in it. * 

After the Israelites left Mount Sinai they came to a place 
near CanaaA and they sent twelve men to see what like it 
was. When they had come into itAhcy saw a great vine and 
so they plucked a J 3 unch of grapes and one man could not 
carry it so they took a long staff and tied the grapes to it 
and Caleb and Joshua carried it and the rest carried figs 
and pomegranates. Then when they came to thft Israelites 
they asked what kind of place it was and they said that the 
cities had strong gates and Vails and that the people Were 
giants and they wejie just like grasshoppers beside them. 
Then the Isr^Utes said no, they would never conquer 
them. Then C^leb and Joshua struck up and said yes they 
would for God would help them for the pSoplp in Canaan 
only worshipped images. But the people did not believe 
Caleb and Joshua and sat up all night moaning and crying. 
Then God was angry and said they would never come into 
Canaan but were to wander fordy^years in the wilderness, 
but their clyldren when they gre^f up iwere to go into 
Canaan and Caleb and Joshua were to go. They travelled 
away from that place into the wiljerness then they mur- 
mured and said to M^ses,** Why did you brirfg us out of 
Egypt ? Here we have neitj^er water ncir food.*' Then 
Moses prayed to God ^d God told him to take his rod and 
speak to the rock. Then Moses Went away and took Bis 
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rod and Aaron came with Moses and they said, “Here 
now ye rebels must we bring you water out of this ro6k,”' 
and Moses struck the rock with his rod and water came 
flowng forth and God said to Moses and Aaron that they 
shtiuld not go into Canaan but^^ should die avd Moses 
prayed to God and asked him if he might not go into it and 
God told him not to pray any iiore‘because he should not 
go into it but God said to Moses that he should not die as 
soon as Aaron. , ^ 

♦Then when they came to a place in the wilderness there 
was a great lot of serpents and their mouths burned like fire 
and God sent them among them when they murmured and 
tKey bit'^them and it made then! very ill and they said to 
Moses to pray to God that he might take away the serpents 
from tifiem. Then God told Moses to take some brass 
and soften at in the fire and to cut it into the shape of one 
of the serpents and to put it upon a pole and to^iold up the 
pole and the Israelites wRo looked at the serpent would get 
better. That should put us in mind of Jesus, because the 
old Serpent the Devil bit us, that means made us naughty 
and when we look at Jesus that makes us better — not to 
look at Jeshs with our eyes but to look with praying. Then 
God took away the serpents and when the Israelites looked 
at thfc brazen serpent they wer4 quite well. 

Then God said to Moses that he wv.ild have to die and 
God sent Moses alone up to a high hill caHed Nebo where 
he could see the whole land of Canaan and Uod buried him 
in a valley i,n tlie land of Moab and nobody knows where 
Moses was buried to this day. And there was great weeping 
in all Israel 5pr Moses. 
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THE AUTHOR OF “ A HISTORY OF MOSES ’’ 

CHAPTER I 

JOSEPH IS SOED AS A SLAJTE ’ 

J ACCD of old married two wives ; one of his wives was 
called RachaeU & the other Leah. Rachaers eldest 
son was Joseph which I intend to found my story on. Well, 
Joseph was his father’s favourite & so his father made him 
a coat of many colours. Joseph had eleven brotners & they 
envied him very much. Well, one day the brothers were 
feeding their sheep afar off & Joseph’s father said to him 
that he was to go wAh some loaves to his brethern. When 
Joseph came t'Uj the place they were not there & he met a 
man when he was searching for them & tlje man said thift 
his brethern had gone over to Dothan and when Joseph was 
very far o£F they saw him coming. Now Joseph had dreamt 
that he and his brethern had been oivt cutting corn in the 
fields and binding sheaves & it came to pass that all his 
brethcrn’s sheaves bowed dowif to |jiis sheaf & he told his 
dream to h9s brethern. And he 'lalso tlreamed another 
dream. He thought he was a stavand that the sun & the 
moon & II stars bowed down to h!m & he told that dream 
also to his brethern fr6m which he derived the name of the 
dreamer.. Well, when they* saw him, they said among 
themselves behold this dreamer, cometh, come let us ]py 
him ” but Reuhen said ** do no^ slay him but put him into 
‘85 ‘ • 
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this pit hern by which means Reuben intended to, get 
Joseph by stealth to his father,** however this plan failed as 
you shall hear. Well, when Joseph came up to them, they 
h<d hands upon him & cast him into the pit. Well, Reuben 
went away, but when he came bick, he was alari'ned when 
he came back by the following qpcurrence. When the 
other brethern had sat down tfi meat there came in sight 
some camels and mules with a lot of merchant%with spices 
& they said anlong one another “ let us sell him to those 
n^erchants.” Well, when the merchants came up they 
asked how much they would give for him & they said three 
talents .of silver. So they drcv^ Joseph out of the pit & 
sold him^to the merchants,. And they carried him down 
to Egypt where they sold him to the captain of Pharoah's 
guard. 

Well, the wife, of Potiphar brought out fals^ accusations 
against Joseph & got hiiji put in prison. There happened 
to be in the jail the chief baker of Pharoah and the chief 
butler of Pharoah. Well, one night they each dreamt a 
dream & the butler & the baker knew not the meaning of 
it. Wheij^ Joseph heard it he said he knew the meaning 
of it, he said that in three days the butler would be restored 
out^of jail & would squeeze the grapes into the cup of 
Pharoah again. And as to the baker *s dream, he said that 
in three days the baker would be huifg upon a tree & the 
birds would pick his flesh & it came to Jipss as you shall 
hear, for in th^ee days was Pharoah ’s birthday & and all 
manner of justice was to be done that day, so the chief 
butler was restored and the chief baker was hanged. 
The Chief Butler did not remember Joseph but forgot 
him. 
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CHAPTER II 

• ^ 

THE DREAM AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

Now, It came to pass that Pharoah dreamt a dreasfti 

6 he dreamed that he stood by the water & there 
came out of the water 7 wfll fed fat kine & they gr^azed iq 
a meadow Sc also there came up out of the water 7 lean 
ill favoured kine & they eat up the fat ones but seemed none 
the fatter of it. And Pharoah awoke & behold it Vas a 
dream & he fell asleep and dreamed agaii\& behold he was 
standing by ihe water again & there came up out of the water 

7 good ear*; of wheat on one stalfi & also out of the same 
water there came g lean and ill favoured cars of wheat & 
they eat up the fat ones but were none the fatter of it & 
Pharoah awoke & behold it was a dream. In the morning 
he called all the magicians and wise men of EgypP, but they 
could not interpret it. Thjn the chief butler said, “ I do 
remember my faults this day for when the chief baker^& I 
displeased King Pheroah & he cast us both into prison & 
we both dreamed a dream & there happened to be an 
Hebrew lad with us in the jail & he interpreted our dream* 
& it came to pass according to his inteifprejation. So 
Pharoah sent to the prison for Joseph & Joseph shaved and 
put on new raiment & came before Pharoa'h & Pharoah told 
him his dream & Joseph said the dream is one & he said 
that the 7 kine & the 7 ears wero ^ars & that 7 fat kine & 
full ears we^ years of plenty & tile sefen thin kine & 
blasted ears were years of faming & he told Pharoah to 
put a wise man over the nation & gather up a ^th of the 
corn during the years pf plenty for store during the years 
of famine. This interpretatjon pleased * Pharoah & he 
said, The^e is not a wiser man in the country than thou, 
& he sef him over the land & he got the second chariot to 
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ride in & put a chain round his neck & a ring on his 
finger & Pharoah’s servants went before him saying, “'bovf 
the knee.” 


CHAPTER Ixl 

THE FAMINE 

t 

Now, when the 7 years ot plenty were come, Joseph 
took all the wheat & corn barley from the fields 
round the cities & laid it. up in barns. And' behold the 
famine waxed sore over the face of the world & Joseph’s 
brethern heard that there was corn in Egypt & came down 
on asses with sacks & they came unto Joseph for it was 
Joseph that sold the corn. 

Now, Joseph knew his brethern, but they did not know 
him & he spoke roughly to them & snd that they were 
spies gome to spy the nakedness of the land & they said no, 
that they were 12 brethern & that the youngest was at home 
with their father & that one was not. But he would not 
believe them & said that they must bring down their 
brother to let him see him And he took Simeon out of 
their midst & bound him & put him k\ jail & said that the 
others must go & bring down their brothvsc. So they went 
*their way & as one of them opened his sack, he found his 
bag of money on the top & they were sorely afraid at this 
& said, “ What hath the Lord done to us,” When they 
came homefUhe others opened their sacks & they found 
their money, too. And when they told their father that 
Benjamin must go to Egypt, he was very sorry & said 
Joseph is not & Simeon is not & will ye ti kc Benjamin 
away ; if evil bcfals him ye will bring down my grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. 
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CHAPTER IV 

’ j 

JOSEPH MAKES H1MSFJ.F KNOWN TO HIS BRETHERN & 
HIS FATHER COltbs DOWN TO tGYPT 

^ I 

And when the food which the brothers had brougj;it 
was exhausted, their father said, “ Go up to the man 
& buy some more corn that we may eat.’’ They said that 
the man had said that thviy should not see his fade agaiA 
until their brother came down but Jacob did not want him 
to go lest perad venture evil should befal him. >Then 
Judah said that he would answer for Benjamin’s sjafety with 
the life of h’^i two sons & so their father jftiswered and said 
unto them “ Take spices & alm-onds & nuts & make a 
preseiu unto the governor & take also Benjamin with you 
& take double mbney.” When Joseph heard that his 
brothers had come he said, “ Kill and make ready for these 
men shall dine with me to-day at noon.” 

When the brethern came in they were afraid and talked 
at the door of Joseph’s house to the keeper & he caid, 
Do not be afraid. Your money is with me ” and they 
made the present ready against Joseph coming at noon for 
they heard that'*tney were to dine with him. The keeper, 
let Simeon out to them. When Joseph came and looked 
and saw Benjamin, he said, “ Is this your younger brother 
that ye spake about & he said to Benjamin, “ God be 
gracious unto thee, my son.” And Joiseph made haste & 
went into his chamber & wept ^ ^hen he came out & re- 
strained his feelings. Then he said, Lay bread.” They 
set bread foi^Joseph alone, for his b^thern next, then for 
the Egyptians who eat with him iftxt all alone. For the 
Egyptians may not eat bread ^^ith\he Hebrev#^. Joseph 
commanded his stewarci to^ut his cup into the mouth of 
the young^t’^ sack & he also Commanded him to put their 
money ia the mouths ot'lheir sacks Sc he said that he should 
run after them as soon as they were out of sight ,& ask thet]^ 
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why they hiW stolen these things & why they had rewarded 
evil for good. * 

The steward did so & overtook them & he said unto 
them what he had been told, then they opened every one 
his sack, beginning at the eldest 4od ending at the youngest 
& the cup was found in Benjamin^s sack & they came back 
& Joseph said un^o them Wha'L is tliis that ye have done ? 
and Judah came forward & told him that he had wished 
them to bring .heir youngest brother & that^their father 
would hardly let them & that if he kept Benjamin, he would 
bring down their father’s grey hairs with sorrow to the 
prave. .. Then Joseph wept & lie said unto them, ** I am 
Joseph whom ye sold unto Egypt, is my father yet alive ? ” 
& they were terrified & he said, be not grieved that ye sold 
me fdc I was sent here by God to save life. And Joseph 
told them to bring their father down in haste. 
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‘ A cloud of witnesses ly here, 

Who for Christ’s interest did appear ” 

Inscription o?t Battle-Jield at RuUion Green 
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f 

THE CAUSES OF THE REVOLT 

** Halt, passenger ; take heed what thou dost see, 

This tomb doth show for what some men did die.’* ^ ^ 

Monument y Grey friar} Churchyard, Edinburgh, i66i~i668.^ 

T WO hundred years ago a tragedy was enacter} in 
Scotland, the memory whereof has been in great 
measure lost or obscured by the deeper tragedies which 
followed it. It is, as it were, the evening of the night of 
persecution -a sort of twilight, dark indeed to us, but light 
as the noonday when compared with the midnight gloom 
which followed. This fact, of its being the very threshold 
of persecution, lends it, however, an additional interest. 

The prejudices of the people against Episcopacy were 
“ out of measure increased,'' says Bishop Burnet, “ by the 
new incumbents, who were put in the place of the ejected 
preachers, and were geherally very mean and despicable in 
all respects. They Vere the worst preachers I ever heard ; 
they were ignorant to a reproach ; and many of them were 
openly vicious. They were indeed the dregs and 'refuse of 
the northern parts. Those of them who rose ajpove con- 
tempt or scandal were men of such violent tempers that 
they were as much hated as the ojhf rs were despised." * 
It was little to be wondered at, from this account, that the 
countryfolk refused to go to the parishv:hurch, and chose 
rather to listen to outed ministers in tlfe held. But this was 
not to be allowed, and their perseputors at last fdl on the 
method of calling a roll %f tile parishioners', names every 
^ Theatre of ^or^lity, p. xo, Ediu. 1713. 

•History oh my O™ Times, beginning 1660, by Bishop Gilbert Burnet,* 
p. 158, ^ 
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Sabbath ar>d marking a fine of twenty shillings Scots to the 
name of each absenter. In this way very large debts wefe 
incurred by persons altogether unable to pay. Besides this, 
Ifndlords were fined for their tenants* absences, tenants 
for their landlords* masters fot^their servants* oervants for 
their masters’ even though they themselves were perfectly 
regular in their attendance, t And as the curates were 
allowed to fine with the sanction of any common soldier, it 
may be imagilied that often the pretexts wert neither very 
•sufficient nor well proven. 

When the fines could not be paid at once, biblcs, clothes, 
and household utensils were seized upon, or a number of 
soldiery, proportionate to his wealth, were quartered on the 
offender. The coarse and drunken privates filled the houses 
witli woe ; snatched the bread from the children to feed 
their dogs J sh/)cked the principles, scorned the scruples, 
and blasphemed the religion of their humWie hosts ; and 
when they had reduced them to destitution, sold the 
furniture, and burned down the rpof-tree, which was 
consecrated to the peasants by the name of Home. For all 
this attention each of these soldiers received from his un- 
willing landlord a certain sum of money per day — ^three 
shillings sterling, according to “ Naphtali.** And fre- 
quently they were forced to pay quartering money for more 
men than were in reality “ cessed **on them. At that time 
it was no strange thing to behold a strong man begging for 
money to pay his fines, and many others who were deep in 
arrears, tr who had attracted attention in some other way, 
were forced to flee from their homes, and take refuge from 
arrest anti imprisonment among the wild mosses of the 
uplands,^ 

One example in prfrKcular we may cite : — 

jfohn Nielsdn, t^ Laird of Corsack, a worthy man, was, 
unfortunately for hiyiself, a Nonconformist. First he was 
fined in# four bundled pounds Scots, and then through 
cessing he lost nineteen 'hundred and ninety-three pounds 
Scots. He was next obliged to leave his house and flee 
, from place to place, during whiah wanderings ^he lost his 

^ Wodrov,*e Church History, bpok II, chap, i, sect, i. 
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h^rse* 'His 'wife and children^were turned out ol^oors, and 
then his tenants were fined till they too were almostall ruined. 
As a final stroke, they drove away all his cattle to Glasgow 
and sold them.^ Surely it was time that something were dorl* 
to alleviate So much sorrou, to overthrow such tyranny. 

About this time too there arrived in Galloway a person 
calling himself Captain An'drew Gray, aifd advising the 
people to revojt . He displayed some documents purporting 
to be from the northern Covenanters, and stating that they 
were prepared to join in any enterprise commenced by 
their southern brethren. The leader of the persecutors was 
Sir James Turner, an officer afterwards degraded for his a 
share in the matter. “ He was haturally fierce, but was 
mad when he was drunk, and that was very often/’ said 
Bishop Burnet. He was a learned man, but had always 
been in armieg, and knew no other rule but* to obey orders. 
He told me he had no regard to any law, but acted, as he 
was coiiuiiaiided, in a military way.” ^ 

This was the state of matters, when an outrage was 
committed which gave spirit and determination to the 
oppressed countrymen, lit the flame of insubordination, 
and for the time at least recoiled on those who perpetrated 
it with redoubled force. * 


II 


THE BEGINNING 


I love no warrcj, 

I love no jarres. 

Nor Btrife’s fire. 
May discord cease, 
Let’s live in peace : 
This I desire. 


If it must be, 

Warre we n\pst see 

(So lates cons'i^re), 

May we not feel 
*^1:1 force of steeil ; 

This 1 desire. 

•1^ T. Jackson, 1651.® 


Upon Tuesday, November 13th, 1666, Corporal George 
Deanes and three other si[)ldiers set upon an old man in the 
Clachan of Dairy, and demanded the paymeW of his fines. 


^ Cfdokshlittk’s Church History, 1751, 2nd edit., p. 202. 

* flumet, p. 348. * 

* Fuller’s Histone of iSie Holy Walre. 4th* edit. i6^t. 
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On the old\ian^s refusing to pay, they forced a laf^ parity 
of his neighbours to go with them and thresh his corn. 
The field was a certain distance out of the clachan, and 
ftiur persons, disguised as countrymen, who had been out 
on the moors all night, met th& mournful drove of slaves, 
compelled by the four soldiery to work for the ruin of their 
friend. However, chilled to the bone by their night on 
the hills, and,worn out by want of food, the}! proceeded to 
{he village inn to refresh themselves. Suddenly some 
people rushed into the room where they were sitting, and 
told them that the soldiers were about to roast the old man, 
naked, on his own girdle. This was too muo^i for them to 
stand, ind they repaired immediately to the scene of this 
gross outrage, and at first merely requested that the captive 
should he released. On the refusal of the two soldiers who 
were in the froht room, high words were given and taken 
on both sides, and tke other two rushed forth from an 
adjoining chamber and made at the countrymen with drawn 
swords. One of the latter, John MXellan of Barskob, 
drew a pistol and shot the corporal in the body. The 
pieces tobacco pipe with which it was loaded, to the 
number of ten at least, entered him, and he was so much 
disturbed that he never appears to have recovered, for we 
find long afterwards a petition to the^Privy Council request- 
ing a pension for^him. The other solc^ers then laid down 
their arms, the old man was rescued, and the rebellion was 
commenced.* 

And now we must turn to Sir James Turner’s memoirs 
of himself ; for, strange to say, this extraordinary man 
was remarkably fond of literary composition, and wrote, 
besides the amusing ac^^ount of his own adventures just 
mentioned, a large number of essays and sh^rt biographies, 
and a work on war^^entitled “ Pallas Armata.” The follow- 
ing are some of th^'shorter pieces : Magicky Friendshipy 
Imprisoi&nenty Anger y Rwengey IluelUy Crueltyy A Defence 
of some of the Ceremonies of the Ei^Ush LiturgUy to wit — 
Bowing at the Name of Jesus, TIw frequent repetition of the 
^Lord*s Prayer and Good Lord dmver us. Of th^Doxol 
^ Wodsoiv, voL p» 17^' 
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OfSurplesses, Ratchets, Cannonicall Coats, etc. ^rom what 
w know of his character we should expect Anger and Cfuelty 
to be very full and instructive. But what earthly right he 
had to meddle with ecclesiastical subjects it is hard to see^ 
Upon the 12th of the month he had received some in- 
formation concerning Gray’s proceedings, but as it was 
excessively indefinite in its character, he paid no attention 
to it. On the evening of the 14th, Corporal Deanes was 
brought into \)umfrie8, who affirmed stoutly that he had 
been shot while refusing to sign the Covenant — a stoiy^ 
rendered singularly unlikely by the after conduct of the 
rebels. Sir James instimtjly despatched orders to the*, 
cessed soldier’s either to come to. Dumfries, or meet him 
on the way to Dairy, and commanded the thirteen or four- 
teen men in the town witli him to come at nine next morning 
to his lodging for supplies. ^ 

On the mdrning of Thursday the rebels arrived at 
Dumfries with 50 horse and 1 50 foot! Nielson of Corsack, 
and Gray, who coiqmanded, with a considerable troop, 
entered the town, and surrounded Sir James Turner’s 
lodging. Though it was between eight and nine o’clock, 
that worthy, being unwell, was still in bed, but rose at 
once and went to the window^ 

Nielson and some others cried — “ You may have fsur 
quarter.” ” I need nc* quarter,” replied Sir James ; “ nor 
can I be a prisoneiA, seeing there is no war declared.” On 
being told, however, that he must either be a prisoner, or 
die, he came down and went into the street in bis night- 
shirt. Here Gray showed himself very desirous of killing 
him, but he v^as overruled by Corsack. .^H6we\^r, he was 
taken away a prisoner, Captain Gray mounting him on his 
own horse, though, as Turner rAiiVely remarks, “ there 
was a good reason for it, for he mounted himself on a farre 
better one of mine.” A large coffer (joittaining i is clothes 
and money, together with all his papers, were la^en away 
by the rebels. They robbed^Maiter Chalmers, the Epis- 
copalian minister of Dumfrie8,^of his horses, drank the 
King’s he^lfli alMhe market-cross, and then left Dumfries,^ 

^ Sir J. Turnei^t Memoin,,pp. i48-ii5D. 
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III 

THE MARCH OF THE REBELS 
t 

Stay, passenger, take noti<^ whft thou reads, 

At Edinburgh lie our bodies, here our heads : 

Our right hands stood at Lanark, these we wapt, 

Bccafise with them we signed the Covenant.’^ 

Epitaph on a Tombstone at Hamilton.^ 


On ^Friday the i6th, Bailie Irvine of Dumfries came to 
'the Council at Edinburgh^- and gave informalicftil concerning 
this “ hbrrid rebellion.** In the absence of Rothes, Sharpe 
presided — much to the wrath of some members ; and as 
he imagined his own safety endangered, his measures were 
most energetic. Dalzell was ordered away^to the west, 
the guards round the tity were doubled, officers and sol- 
diers were forced to take the oath of allegiance, and all 
lodgers were commanded to give in their names. Sharpe, 
surrounded with all these guards and precautions, trembled 
— tremblCd as he trembled when the avengers of blood drew 
him from his chariot on Magus Muir, — for he knew how he 
haxi sold his trust, how he had betrayed his charge, and he 
felt that against him must their chiefrst hatred be directed, 
against him their direst thunderbolts b^ forged. But even 
in his fear the apostate Presbyterian was* unrelenting, un- 
pityingly ^ar^h ; he published in his manifesto no promise 
of pardon, no inducement to submission. He said, “ If 
you submit, not'you must die,*’ but never added, “ If you 
submit you may ifve I ** ^ 

Meantime the insui^mts proceeded on their way. At 
Carsphairn they wfcre deserted by Captajp Gray, who, 
doubtless in a fit of^blivion, neglected to leave behind him 
the coffer containing ^ir James's money. Who he was is 
a mystery, unsolved by *any histprian ; his papers were 
evidently forgeries — that, and his final flight, appear to 
indicate that he was an agent of*the Roya^istS, for either 

^ A Cloud of Witnesses, f. 376. * Wpdrow, pp. 19, 20, 
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^Jie King or the Duke of York was heard to “ That, 
if he might have his wish,'*he would have them all turn 
rebels and go to arms.’* ^ 

Upon the i8th day of the month they left Carsphairn ajid^ 
marched ohwards. ^ 

Turner was always lodged by his captors at a good inn, 
frequently at the best of "y^hich their halting-place could 
boast. Herf^many visits were paid to him by the ministers 
and officers of the insurgent force. In his description of 
these interviews he displays a vein of satiric severity, 
admitting any kindness that was done to him with some 
qualifying spuvenir of foriner harshness, and gloating ove^ 
any injury, mistake, or folly which it was his cjiance to 
suffer or to hear. He appears, notwithstanding all this, to 
have been on pretty good terms with his cruel “phanatfcks,” 
as the following extract sufficiently proves ‘ 

Most of the foot were lodge^d about the church or 
churckyai'd, and order given to ring bells next morning 
for a sermon to bei prached by Mr. Welch. Maxwell of 
Morith, and Major M’Cullough invited me to heare ‘ that 
phanatick sermon ’ (for soe they mcrrilic called ^t). They 
said that preaching might prove an effectual meane to 
turne me, which they heartilie wished. I answered to them 
that I was under guards, and that if they intended to heare 
that sermon, it was probable I might likewise, for it was 
not like my guards wold goe to church and leave me alone 
at my lodgeings. Bot to what they said of pay conversion," 
I said, it wold be hard to turne a Turner. Bot because I 
founde them in a merrie humour, I said, if I did not come 
to heare Mr. Welch preach, then they ihighi^fine me in 
fortie shillings Scots, which was duoble the suome of what 
I had exacted from the phanati?s,*’® This took place at 
Ochiltree, onfthe 22nd day of the moq^h. The following is 
recounted by this personage with malicious glee, and 
certainly, if authentic, it is a sad'proof of hw chaff is 
mixed with wheat, aifd how ignorant, almost impious, 

persons wfre engaged in th 4 s movement ; nevertheless 

* » 

^ A Hind htt Loose, p. 7^3. ^ * Sy J. Turner, p. 163. 
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we give it,\fr we wish to present with impartiality all the 
alleged facts to the reader : — • * • 

“ Towards the evening Mr. Robinsone and Mr. Crui- 
sh|nk gaue me a visite ; I called for some ale purposelie to 
neare one of them blesse it. It fell Mr. RobinsoF.e to seeke 
the blessing, who said one of the most bombastick graces 
that ever I heardin my life. Herummoned God Allmightie 
very imperiouslie to be their secondarie (for that was his 
language). ‘ And if,’ said he ‘ thou wilt not b^ our Secon- 
darie, we will not fight for thee at all, for it is not our cause 
bot thy cause ; and if thou wilt not fight for our cause and 
tjliy oniifi cause, then we are not (jbliged to fight for it. They 
say/ said he, ‘ that Duker, Earles and Lords*'are coming 
with the King’s General against us, bot they shall be nothing 
bot a threshing to us.’ This grace did more fullie satisfie 
nie of the folly ai\d injustice of their cause, than the ale did 
qu&ch my thirst.” ^ * 

Frequently the rebels made a halt near some roadside 
ale-house, or in some convenient pa^k, where Colonel 
Wallace, who had now taken the command, would review 
the horse ^nd foot, during which time Turner was sent 
either into the ale-house or round the shoulder of a hill, to 
prevent him from seeing the disorders which were likely 
to a^rise. He was, at last, on the 25th day of the month, 
between Douglas and Lanark, permitted to behold their 
evolutions. ” I found their horse dick consist of four 
*hundreth and ^fortie and the foot of five hundreth and 
upwards. . The horsemen were armed for most part 
with suord and pistoll some onlie with suord. The foot 
with muskel, pi8e„sith [scythe], forke, and suord ; and 
some with suords great and long.” He admired much the 
proficiency of their cavilsy, and marvelled how they had 
attained to it intjo sj^rt a time.® w 

At Douglas, whicu t]|ey had just left on the morning of 
this great y^apinschaw^they were charged — awful picture 
of depravity ! — ^with the thtft of a siSver spoon and a night- 
gown. Could it* be expected that while the whole country 
«svprmed with robbers of every d^cription^ siicijj a rare 

» Turner, p. XfS. c • fbid, p. 167. 
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opportunity for plunder should be lost by ^rogues — ^that 
suuong a thousand men, even though fighting for religion, 
there should not be one Achan in the campl At Lanark 
a declaratj^on was drawn up and signed by the chief rebUlse 

In it occurs the following : — 

* 

“ The just sense wheredft^ ” — the sufferings of the coun- 
try — “ mad^ us choose, rather to betake gursclves to the 
fields for self-defence, than to stay at home, burdened daily 
with the calamities of others, and tortured with the fears 
of our own approaching misery.” ^ 

. * • • 
The whole body, too, swore the Covenant, to w^ich cere- 
mony the epitaph at the head of this chapter seems to referr 
A report that Dalzell was approaching drove then? from 
Lanark to ^athgate, where, on the evening of Tuesday 
the 26th, the wearied army stoppejl. But at twelve o’clock 
the ci^ which served them for a trumpet of, “ Horse I 
horse ! ” and “ Mount the prisoner ! ” resounded through 
the night-shrouded town, and called the peasants from 
their well-earned rest to toil onwards in their m^ch. The 
wind howled fiercely over the moorland ; a close, thick, 
wetting rain descended. Chilled to the bone, worn-out 
with long fatigue, sinking to the knees in mire, onward 
they marched to <lifestruction. One by one the weary 
peasants fell off from their ranks to sleep, and die in the 
rain-soaked moor, or to seek some house by the waysidd' 
wherein to hide till daybreak. One by one at first, then in 
gradually increasing numbers, till at last^ at every shelter 
that was seen, whole troops left the waning sqfiadrons, and 
rushed to hide themselves from th| ferocity of the tempest. 
To right and left nought could^e (jescried but the broad 
expanse of t9e moor, and the figures of tffeir fellow-rebels, 
seen dimly through the murky night, plodding onwards 
through the sinking moss. Thosd who kept together — a 
miserable few — often ^halted to rest thepiselves, and to 
allow thejr lagging comrades to overtake them. Then 
onward# they* went agiin, still hoping for assistance, /e ^ 

^ Wodrow, f . 29. * 
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inforcementj^ and supplies ; qnward again, throiigh» th% 
wind, and the rain, and the darkness — onward to their 
defeat at Pentland, and their scaffold at Edinburgh. It was 
<:ak.ulated that they lost one half of their army on that 
disastrous night march. t * 

Next night they reached the village of Colinton, four 
miles from Edinburgh, where tl!by halted for the last time.^ 

IV 

RULLION fREEN 

“ From Covenanters with uplifted hands, 

From remonstrators with associate bands, 

Good Lord, deliver us.” 

, Royalist Rhyme, JKirkton, p. 127. 

Late on the fourth night of November, exactly twenty- 
four days before Rullion Green, Richard and George 
Chaplain, merchants in Haddington, ‘beheld four men, 
clad like west country Whigamores, standing round some 
object on <,he ground. It was at the two-mile cross, and 
within that distance from their homes. At last, to their 
horror, they discovered that tfie recumbent figure was a 
livid corpse swathed in a blood-stajned winding-sheet, ^ 
Many thought that this apparition was^a portent of the 
•deaths connected with the Pentland Rising. 

On the morning of Thursday, the 28th of November, 
1666, they* left Colinton and marched to Rullion Green. 
Therethey arrived about sunset. The position was a strong 
one. On the sumnlit of a bare heathery spur of the Pent- 
lands are two hillocks ,ra|3id between them lies a narrow 
band 'Of flat marshy ground. On the highest of the two 
mounds — that nearee^ the Pentlands, and on the left hand 
of the main body — w|s the greater part of the cavalry, 
under Majbr Learmont ; lOn the gther Barskob and the 
Galloway gentlemen ; and in the centre Colonel Wallace 
and the weak half-armed ihfantrjj^ Their ^poiition was 

^ • . C’ 

' Turner, Wifdrow, ^nd Church History, by Jamet Kirkton, an outed 

imniiter of the period. ‘ * Kajj^cton, p. 244. 
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further, strengthened by the depth of the wley below, 
Jnd Ihe deep chasm-like course of the Rullion Burn, 

The sun, going down behind the Pentlands, cast golden 
lights and blue shadows on their snow-clad summits, 
slanted obliquely into the rich plain before them, bathfiig" 
with rosy splendour th 5 leafless, snow-sprinkled trees, 
and fading gradually into ^adow in the cUstance. To the 
south, too, they beheld a deep-shaded amphitheatre of 
heather and bracken ; the course of the Esk^ near Penicuik, 
winding about at the foot of its gorge ; the broad, brovai 
expanse of Maw moss ; and, fading into blue indistinctness 
in the south, the wild he^th-clad Peeblesshire hi]ls. In 
sooth, that Scene was fair, and many a yearning glance was 
cast over that peaceful evening scene from the spbt where, 
the rebels awaited their defeat ; and when the fight was 
over, many a noble fellow lifted his head from the blood- 
stained heatiler to strive with darkening eyeballs to beffSTd 
that lanri<?rape, over which, as o’er his life and his cause, the 
shadows of night aigid of gloom were falling and thickening. 

It was while waiting on this spot that the fear-inspiring 
cry was raised, ** The enemy ! — Here comes the enemy ! ” 
Unwilling to believe their own doom — for our Insurgents 
still hoped for success in soijie negotiations for peace which 
had been carried on at Colinton — ^they called out, — “ They 
are some other of ouo own.” 

“ They are toc.blacke ” (i.e. too numerous), “ fie ! fie ! 
for ground to draw up on,” cried Wallace, fully realising 
the want of space for his men, and proving thaj it was not 
till after this time that his forces were finally arranged.^ 
First of all the battle was commenced* by fifty royalist 
horse sent obliquely across the hill to attack the left wing 
of the rebels. An equal numbear '^f Learmont’s men met 
them, and, a^fer a struggle, drove th<Jm back. The course 
of the Rullion Burn prevented alitJ^st all pursuit, and 
Wallace, on perceiving it, despatched a body of foot to 
occupy both the burn und ^omo ruined sheep walls on the 
farther side. 

Dalzell Changed his position and drew up his army at 
. * Kirktoa. . 
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the loot ofVhe hill, on the top of which were his He 
then despatcned a mingled body of infantry and cat^alrf 
to attack Wallace’s outpost, but they also were driven back. 
A third charge produced a still more disastrous effect, for 
^Olizell had to check the pursuit of his men by sv reinforce- 
ment. ^ 

These repeateyd checks bred|a panic in the lieutenant- 
general’s ranks, for several of his men flung down their 
arms. Urged by such fatal symptoms, and by tlRe approach- 
ing night, he deployed his men and closed in overwhelming 
numbers on the centre and right flank of the insurgent army. 
In the increasing twilight the b^urning matches of the fire- 
focks, shimmering on barrel, halbert, and cuilass, lent to 
the appi\)aching army a picturesque effect, like a huge 
manyr-armed giant breathing flame into the darkness. 

Placed on 9n overhanging hill, Welch and Semple cried 
aTdCid, “ The Go'd of Jacob 1 The God of Jacob ! ” and 
prayed with uplifted hafids for victory.^ 

But still the royalist troops closed in. 

Captain John Paton was observed* by Dalzell, who 
determined to capture him with his own hands. Accord- 
ingly, he ^Jharged forward presenting his pistols. Paton 
fired, but the balls hopped off Dalzell’s buff coat and fell 
into his boot. With the superstition peculiar to his age, 
the Nonconformist concluded that# his adversary was 
rendered bullet-proof by enchantment, and pulling some 
•small silver coins from his pocket, charged his pistol 
therewith. , Dalzell, seeing this and supposing, it is likely, 
that Paton was putting in larger balls, hid behind his 
servant, whai wa® killed.^ 

Meantime the outposts were forced, and the army o^ 
Wallace was envelopedcnv the embrace of a hideous boa- 
constrictor — ^tigktenifig, closing, crushing evfry semblance 
of life from the victKn^enclosed in his toils. The flanking 
parties of^ horse were forced in upon the centre, and 
though, as even Turner grant^, thfy fought with despera- 
tion, a general flight was thq result. 

^ But when they fell there was none to sing thtk coronach 
^ Tunlor. * Kirkton, p. 244. 
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S \^il-the death-wail over them. Those Mfifo sacrificed 
emselves for the peace, fhe liberty, and the religion of 
their fellow-countrymen, lay bleaching in the field of death 
for long, and when at last they were buried by charity, 
peasants (tog up their boij^ies, desecrated their graves, andf 
cast them once more upon the open heath for the sorry 
value of their winding she^As ! 

Inscription on stone at RulUon Green : 

Here 

and near to 

. this price lyes the 

rcuerend Mr. John*Crookshanks 
and Mr. Andrew M’Cormock 
ministers of the Gospel, and 
• about fifty other true coven- 
anted Presbyterians 4vho were 
killed in this place in their own 
innocent self-defence and de- 
fence of the Covenanted 
Work of Reformation by 
Thomas Dalzel of Bins 
Upon 28' November 
1666. .^Rev. 12. II. Erected 
September 28, 1738. 


Back of stone : 

A Cloud of Witnesses ly here, 

Who for Christ’s Interest did^appear? 
For to restore true Liberty, 

O’erturned then by tyranny ; 

Anct|by proud Prelates who ’did Rage 
Against the Lords own hcjitJige ; 

They sacrific’d were for the laws 
Of Christ thek King, kis noble cause, 
These heroes fought yvith great renown 
falling got the Martyr’s crown.^ 

^ Rirkcon, p. 146. > 
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V 

A RECORD OF' BLOOD 

I 

“ iThey cut his handS|ere he was dead, 

And after that struck off his head. 

^ Ills blood under the altar cries, ^ 

I'or vengeance on Christ’s enemies.” 

Epitaph on Tomb at Longcross of Clermont.'^ 

Master Andrew Murray, an outed minister, residing 
*in the Polterrow, on the, morning after the defeat, heard 
the souitds of cheering and the march of many feet beneath 
his window. He gazed out. With colours flying, and with 
music sounding, Dalzell victorious entered Edinburgh. 
Bffc his banners were dyed in blood, and a band of prisoners 
were marched within his ranks. The old man knew it all. 
That martial and triumphant strain was the death-knell of 
his friends and of their cause, the rust-hued spots upon the 
flags were the tokens of their courage and their death, and 
the prisefhers were the miserable remnant spared from 
death in battle to die upon the scaffold. Poor old man 1 
he* had outlived all joy. Had ne lived longer he would have 
seen increasing torment and increi^sing woe ; he would 
have seen the clouds, then but gathering in the mist, cast 
a more than midnight darkness o’er his native hills, and 
have fallen a victim to those bloody persecutions which, 
later, sent' their red memorials to the sea by many a burn. 
By a meroiful Providence all this was spared to him — ^he 
fell beneath the first blow : and ere four days had passed 
since Rullion Green the aged minister of God was 
gathered to hisefathtfrs.® 

When Sharpe fi«^t heard of the rebellion, he applied to 
Sir Alexander RamsaJ^, the Provost, for soldiers to guard 
his hous#. Disliking th^ir occunation, the soldiers gave 
him an ugly time of it. All tHfe night through they kept up 
a continuous series of “ alarms ^d incur^ons,” cries of 
Cloud of Witne|se8, p, 389. Edin. 1^65. - KirkLon, p. 247. 
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“ Stand !•’* “ Give fire 1 ” etc., which forced ^e prelate 
toUee to the castle in the morhing, hoping there to find the 
rest which was denied him at home. ^ Now, however, when 
all danger to himself was past, Sharpe came out in his tri;,^ 
colours, aixd^scant was the justice likely to be shown to the 
foes of Scotch Episcopacy when the Primate was by. The 
prisoner’s were lodged in Hadjdo’s Hole, a pan of St. Giles’s 
Cathedral, where, by the kindness of Bishop Wishart, to 
his credit be ‘It spoken, they were amply slipplied with 
food.^ • 

^ Some people urged, in the council, that the promise of 
quarter which had been give;> on the field of battle should 
protect the li^es of the miserable men. Sir John Gilmore, 
the greatest lawyer, gave no opinion — certainly a suggestive 
circumstance, — but Lord Lee declared that this would hot 
interfere with their legal trial ; so “ to bloody pxeeutions t h ey^ 
went.”® To ?lie number of thirty they were condemned 
and executed ; while two of them, Hugh M’Kail, a young 
minister, and Nielsop of Corsack, were tortured with the 
boots. 

The goods of those who perished were confisc^ed, and 
their bodies were dismembered and distributed to different 
parts of the country ; “ the h^ads of Major M’Culloch and 
the two Gordons,” it was resolved, says Kirkton, “ shoufd 
be pitched on the gate of Kirkcudbright ; the two Hamil- 
tons and Strong’s head should be affixed at Hamilton, 
and Captain Arnot’s sett on the Watter Gate at Edinburgh. 
The armes of all the ten, because they hade witl^ uplifted 
hands renewed the Covenant at Lanark, were sent to the 
people of that town to expiate that crime, ,by placing these 
armes on the top of the prison.” * Among these was 
John Nielson, the Laird of Corsa(&,* who saved Turner’s 
life at Dumfries ; in return for whicl? service, Sir Jafhes 
attempted, though without success, .Jo ^et the poor man 
reprieved. One of the condemned died of his ^wounds 
between the day of condeihnatjon and the day of execution. 
“ None of them,” says Kirkton, “ would save their life by 

p/254. “ Ibid, p. 247. 

® Ibid, pp. 247, 248. ^ ^ * Kirjtton, p. 248. 
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taking the Veciaration and flouncing the Covenant^ ^ou^h 
it was offered to them. . . .*But never men died in Scot- 
land so much lamented by the people, not only spectators, 
^ V^t those in the country. Wien Knockbreck and his 
^ brother were turned over, theyj clasped each other in their 
armes, and so endured the pangs of death. When Hum- 
phrey Colquhoun died, he «3poke not like an ordinary 
citizen, but like a heavenly minister, relating his comfort- 
able Christiah experiences, and called for nis Bible, and 
*laid it on his wounded arm, and read John iii. 8, and spoke 
upon it to the admiration of all. But most of all, when 
Mr. M’Kail died, there wat such a lamentation as was 
never jpown in Scotland before ; not one dry cheek upon 
all the street, or in all the numberless windows in the 
melcate place.”^ 

^ The foltowing passage from this speech speaks for 

itself and its author : — 

« 

Hereafter I will not talk with flesh and blood, nor 
think on the world's consolations. Farewell to all my 
friends, ^whose company hath been refreshful to me in my 
pilgrimage. I have done with the light of the sun and the 
n^oon ; welcome eternal light, eternal life, everlasting love, 
everlasting praise, everlastmg glory. Praise to Him that 
sits upon the throne, and to the Lafnb for ever ! Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, that hath pardoned •all my iniquities in 
the blood of His Son, and healed all my diseases. Bless 
Him, oh 1 all ye His angels, that excel in strength, ye 
ministers that do His pleasure. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul ! "2 * " • 

I 

Mter having ascjn&eH the gallows-ladder he again broke 
forth in the fdllo^ng words of touching ebquence : 

t 

“ And now I lea\fe off to speak any more to creatures, 
and begin my intercourse with dody which shall never be 
broken off. Farewell ff.ther and mother, ^friends and 
^lelations ! Farewell the world *and all delights I Fare- 

^ Kirkton, p. 2^9. * * N&phuli, plug. 1721, p. 205. 



. THE PENTLAND RISING too 

w^l ra^at and drink ! Fare^well sun, moon,4uld stars ! 
Welcome God and Father ! Welcome sweet Jesus Christ, 
the 'Mediator of the new covenant I Welcome blessed 
Spirit of grace, and God of all consolation ! Welcome ^ 
glory I Welcome eternal life ! Welcome Death I ** ^ 

At Glasgow, too, where sodie were executed, they caused 
the soldiers t(\beat the drums and blow the, trumpets on 
their closing ears. Hideous refinement of revenge ! Even 
the last words which drop from the lips of a dying man — * 
words surely the most sincere and the most unbiassed 
which mortaJi mouth can utter — even these were Idoked 
upon as poisoned and as poisonohs. “ Drown thtir last 
accents,** was the cry, “ lest they should lead the crowd to 
take their part, or at least to mourn their doom ! ’* * nut, 
after all, perbsips it was more merciful than *one wotaki '• 
think — unintentionally so, of course ; perhaps the storm 
of harsh and fiercely jubilant noises, the clanging of trum- 
pets, the rattling of drums, and the hootings and jeerings 
of an unfeeling mob, which were the last they heard on 
earth, might, when the mortal fight was over, \»hen the 
river of death was passed, add tenfold sweetness to the 
hymning of the angels, tenfold peacefulness to the shores 
which they had reached. 

Not content with the cruelty of these executions, some 
even of the peasantry, though these were confined to the 
shire of Mid-Lothian, pursued, captured, plundered, and 
murdered the miserable fugitives who fell in their way. 
One strange story have we of these times. of l^ood and 
persecution : Kirkton, the historian, and popular tradition 
tell us alike, of a flame which oftep would arise from the 
grave, in a moss near Carnwath, of rome of those poor 
rebels ; of ho\^ it crept along the gi^pna ; of how it 
covered the house of their murderer ; ^^and of how it scared 
him with its lurid glare. , 

Hear Daniel Defoe : ■ 

* VSIodrow, p. 59. * Kirkton, ji}. >46. 

3 Defoe's of the j^burch. , 
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“ If the\)oor people were Ijy these insupportable vblences 
made desperate, and driven to all the extremities of a wild 
despair, who can justly reflect on them when they read in 
^he word of God ‘ That oppression makes a wise man mad’? 
And therefore were there no other original of\he insurrec- 
tion known by the name of the Rising of Pentland, it was 
nothing but vmat the intolerable oppressions of those times 
might have jpstified to all the world, nature j^iaving dictated 
to all people a right of defence when illegally and arbitrarily 
attacked in a manner not justifiable either by the laws of 
nature, the laws of God, or the laws of the country.*’ 

• ^ ^ 

Bear this remonstrance of Defoe’s in mind, and though 
it the fashion of the day to jeer and to mock, to execrate 
and to contemn the noble band of Covenanters, though the 
■^tter laugh al* their old-world religious vi^jws, the curl of 
the lip at their merits, and the chilling silence on their 
bravery and their determination, are but too rife through 
all society ; be charitable to what was evil, and honest to 
what was good about the Pentland insurgents, who fought 
for life land liberty, for country and religion, on the 28th 
of November, 1666, now just two hundred years ago. 

I 

Edinburgh^ ^Ztb Nov. i866. 
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1 

ON A NEW, FORM OF INTERMITTENT LIGHT . 
FOR LIGHTHOUSES 

T he necessity for marked characteristics in cdast 
illuminatjon increases with the number of lights j 
The late Mr. Robert Stevenson, my grandfather, contri- 
buted two distinctions, which he called respectively the 
intermittent and the fiashtng light. It is only to the former 
of these that I have to refer in the present paper. The 
intermittent light was first introduced at Tarbftness in 
1830, and is already in use at eight stations on the coasts 
of the United Kingdom. As constructed originally, .it 
was an arrangement by which a fixed light was alternately 
eclipsed and revealed.^ These recurrent occultations and 
revelations produce an effect totally different from that 
of the revolving light, which comes gradually into its full 
strength, and as gradually fades away. The changes in 
the intermittent, on the other hand, are jmm^ediate ; a 
certain duration of darkness is followed at^once and without 
the least gradation by'’ a certain period of light. The 
arrangement employed by my gi^andfather to effect this 
object consisted of two opaque cylindrjc shades or extin- 
guishers, one of which descended «/rom the roof, while 
the other ascended from l^elow to me^t it, at a fixed interval. 
The light was thus entirely wtercepted. 

At a late.v period, at the harbour light of Troon, Mr. 
Wilson, G.E., })roduced an internuttent light by the use 
of gas, which leaves little to be desired and which is still 

, H3 » 
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Fig. I. 


in use at liroon harbour. By a simple mechanical pon^i- 
vance, the gas-jet was suddenly lowered to the point of 

extinction, and, after a set 
^ period, as suddenly raised 
again. The chief superior- 
ity of this form of inter- 
mittent light is economy 

I // " in the consiynption of gas. 

In the original design, of 
/ / i \ \ course, the oil continues 

\ "" uselessly to illuminate the 

interior of , the screens 
during the period of occul- 
tation. 

Mr. Wilson’s arrange- 
4n/pnt has 'been lately resuscitated by Mjr. Wigham of 
Dublin, in connection with his new gas-burner. 

Gas, however, is inapplicable to many situations ; and 
it has occurred to me that the desired result might be 
effected with strict economy with oil lights in the following 
manner ^ 

In Fig. I, AAA repre- 
sents in plan an ordinary 
Fresnel’s dioptric fixed 
light apparatus, and BB* 
a hemispherical mirror 
(either metallic or dioptric 
on my frther’s principle) 
which is made to revolve 
with uniform speed about 
the burner. This mirror, 
it is obvious , interce;ots !he 
rays of one 'nenjisphere, 
and, returning «ihem 
throughf'he flame (le^s loss 

by absorption, etc.), spreads them equally over 
other. In this way i8o° of light pass r/;gularly 
^ye of the seaman ; and are followed rfc onq-^ by i8o® 
of darkness. A? the hemispherical mirror begins to open 
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^he.observer receives the^full light, since -^the whole lit 
nemisphere is illuminated with strict equality ; and as it 
cfoses again, he passes into darkness. 

Other characteristics can be produced by difFeiept 
modifications of the a^ove. 

In Fig. z the original hemi- 
spherical mirror is sho^n 
broken up into three different 
sectors, BB^ ^ CC\ and DD* ; 
so that with the same velocity 
of revolution the periods of^ 
light and , darkness will ^e 
produced in quicker succes- 
sion. In this figure (Fig. 2) 
the three sectors have been 
shown as s^pbtending equal 
angles, but if one of them 
were increased in size and 
the other two diminished (as 
in Fig. 3), we should have one long steady illumination 
and two short flashes at each revolution. ^A.gain, the 

number of sectors may 
be increased ; and » by 
varying both their num- 
^ ber and their relative 
size, a number of addi- 
tional characteristics are 
attainable. ' 

Colour m^y also be 
introduced as a means 
of distinction. Coloured 
gla^s m^ he set ip the 
alternate spaces; but it 
isj> necessary to remark 
j tffat these coloured sec- 

tors will be inferior in powtl: to those which remain white. 
This objection is, however, obviated to a large extent 
(especiaUy where the dioptric spherical mirror is usod) 
by such an arrangement as is shown in Fig. 4 ; . where the 
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two sectors, WWy are left unassisted, while the two yidth 
the red screens are reinforced respectively by the tw^ 
sectors of mirror, MM. 

^inothcr mode of holophotally producing the inter- 
mittent light has been suggesteji by my father, and is 

shown in Fig. 5. In 
consists of alternate 
and opposite sectors 
of dioptric spherical 
mirror, MM, and of 
FresneFs fixed light 
apparatus, By the 
revolution of this com- 
posite frame about the 
burner, the same im- 
mediate alternation of 
light and darkness is 
produced, the firstwhen 
the front of the fixed 
panel,' and the second when the back of the mirror, is 
presented $0 the eye of the sailor. 

One advantage of the method that I propose is this, 
thaj- while we are able to produce a plain intermittent 
light ; an intermittent light of variable period, ranging 
from a brief flash to a steady illumination of half the revo- 
^ lution ; and finally, a light combining the immediate 
occultation of the intermittent with combination and 
change of colour, we can yet preserve comparative lightness 
in the revcjlving parts, and consequent economy in the 
driving machineryi It must, however, be noticed, that 
none of these last methods are applicable to cases where 
more than one radiant employed ; for these cases, 
either my grancfiatljpr's or Mr. Wilson’s coiArivance must 
be resorted to. c 




R^Sid before the Royal Society, Edinburgh, 
T5th May, 1873, reprinted from the 
PrcceedingsJ^. S. E. 
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ON THeVhERMAL influence of FOREST'S 

T he opportunity of an experiment on a comparatively 
large, scale, and untler conditions of comparati>?e 
isolation, can occur but rarely m such a science as Meteo^ 
rology. Hence Mr. Milne Home’s proposal fof the 
plantation of Malta seemed to offer an exceptional oppor- 
tunity for ivogress. Many of the conditions are 
able to the simplicity of the result ; and it seemed natural 
that, if a searching and systematic series of observations 
were to be immedkitely set afoot, and continued during the 
course of the plantation and the growth of the wood, some 
light would be thrown on the still doubtful qu6Btion of the 
climatic influence of forests. 

Mr. Milne Home experts, as I gather, a three-fold 
result : ist, an increased and better-regulated supply of 
available water ; 2iid, an increased rainfall ; and, 3rd, a 
more equable climate, with more temperate summer h^t 
and winter cold,^ As to the first of these expectations, 

I suppose there can be no doubt that it is -(justified by 
facts ; but it may not be unnecessary to g^ard against 
any confusion of the first with the Second. Not only 
does the presence of growing timber increase and regulate 
the supply of running and spring, water independently 
of any change in the amount of rainfaU^ut, as Boussing- 
ault found at Marmato,^ denudation of forest is sufficient 
to decrease that suppljy, even when the rainfikll has in- 
creased instead of diminiifhed* in amount. The secqpd 
and third.^ffects stand apart, therefore, from any question 

fc* 

^ * Jour. Scot. Met. Soc., New Sen, xxvi, 35. ** 

* Qi^joted by^Mr. Milne*H6me. * 

' , II9 » 
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as to the utilify of Mr. Milne Home’s important proposal f 
they are both, perhaps, worthy of discussion at the present 
time, but I wish to confine myself in the present paper 
to ftie examination of the third alone. « 

A wood, then, may be regarded either as a superficies or 
as a solid ; that»^s, either as a part of the earth’s surface 
slightly elevated above the rest, or as a diffused and hetero- 
geneous body displacing a certain portion of ftee and mo- 
bile atmosphere. It is primarily in the first character that 
it attracts our attention, as a radiating and absorbing 
surface 9 exposed to the sun ai\d the currents of the air ; 
such that, if we imagine a*plateau of meadow-lUnd or bare 
ir^arth raised to the mean level of the forest’s exposed leaf- 
surface, we shall have an agent entirely similar in kind, 
^though perhaps^ widely differing in the amount of action. 
Now* by comparing a tract of wood with siilh a plateau 
as we have just supposed, we shall arrive at a clear idea 
of the specialities of the former. In the first place, then, 
the mass of foliage may be expected to increase the radia- 
ting power^,of each tree. The upper leaves radiate freely 
towards the stars and the cold interstellar spaces, while 
the lower ones radiate to th 9 se above and receive less 
heat in return ; consequently, during the absence of the 
sun, each tree cools gradually downward from top to 
bottom. Hence we m!ist take into account not merely 
the area of leaf-surface actually exposed to the sky, but; 
to & greater or less extent, the surface of every leaf in the 
whole tree or the whole wood. This is evidently a point 
in which thb acfiou of the forest may be expected to differ 
from that of the meadow or nakedecarth ; for though, of 
course, inferior strata feitd to a certain extent to follow 
somewhat the same dourse as the mass of inferior leaves, 
they do so to a le«!C^gi;pe — conduction, and the conduction 
of a very |low conductor, being substituted for radiation. 

We come next, however^ to a se<Sond point of difference. 
Ill the case of fhe meadow, .the chilled air continues to lie 
upon the surface, the grass, as Humboldt says,* remaining 
alt night submerged in thp stratum of lowest temperature ; 
vj^iile in the case of trees, the coldest t^ir is continually 
V * f 
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passing down to the spa^e underneath boughs, or 
what we may perhaps term the crypt of the forest. Here 
it is that the consideration of any piece of woodland con- 
ceived as a solid comes naturally in ; for this solid contains 
a portion# of the atmosphere, partially cut off from t£e 
rest, more or less exclu&ed from the influence of wind, 
and lying upon a soil that k screened all d%y from isolation 
by the impending mass of foliage. In ^this way (and 
chiefly, I tffink, from the exclusion of winds), we have 
underneath the radiating leaf-surface a stratum of com- 
paratively stagnant air, protected from many sudden 
variations of temperaturef and tending only slttwly t-> 
bring itself into equilibrium with the more general changes 
that take place in the free atmosphere. ^ 

Over and above what has been mentioned, thermal 
effects have been attributed to the vital activity of the--* 
leaves in the transudation of water^and even to the respira- 
tion and circulation of living wood. The whole actual 
amount of thermai influence, however, is so small that 
I may rest satisfied with the mere mention. If these 
actions have any effect at all, it must be practically insen- 
sible ; and the others that I have already stated are not 
only ifufiicient validly to account for all the observed 
differences, but would lead naturally to the expectation of 
differences very mubh larger and better marked. To 
these observations I proceed at once. Experience has 
been acquired upon the following three points : i, The^ 
relation between the temperature of the trunk of a tree and 
the temperature of the surrounding atmosphef;e ; 2, The 
relation between the temperature of the air under a wood 
and the temperature of the air outside ; and 3, The rela- 
tion between the temperature of 'ltie air above a wood 
and the temperature of the air above cleared land. 

As to the first question, there ai.e several independent 
series of observations ; ^nd I may remark in pas;,ing, what 
applies to all, that allowance must be mgde throughout 
for some factor of specific heat. The results were as* 
follows The Seasonal and monthly means in the tree and 
in the air were not sensibly different. jThe variations in 
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the tree, in 1 ^. Becquerers own observations, appear as. 
considerably less than a fourth of those in the atmosplieref 
and he has calculated, from observations made at Geneva 
betjveen 1796 and 1798, that the variations in the tree 
were less than a fifth of those irt the air ; but tjie tree in 
this case, besides being of a different species, was seven 
or eight inches thicker than the one experimented on by 
himself.^ The variations in the tree, therefore, are 
always less tharf those in the air, the ratio bet's^een the two 
depending apparently on the thickness of the tree in 
question and the rapidity with which the variations fol- 
lowed upon one another. The rimes of the maxima, more- 
over, we/c widely different : in the air, thd maximum 
•Occurs at 2 p.m. in winter, and at 3 p.m. in summer ; in 
the ttee, it occurs in winter at 6 p.m., and in summer 
Jietwecn ro and p.m. At nine in the morning in the 
month of June, the temperatures of the trefe and of the 
air had come to an equilibrium. A similar difference of 
progression is visible in the means, wjjiich differ most in 
spring and autumn, and tend to equalise themselves in 
winter and in summer. But it appears most strikingly in 
the case or variations somewhat longer in period than the 
daily ranges. The following temperatures occurred during 
M/Becquerel’s observations in the Jardin des Plantes ; 


Date. 

c 

Temperature 

Temperatun 

1859. 

of the Air, 

in the Tree 

Dec. 

15 . . . 

. 26-78“ 

32° 

»» 

16 4 . 

. 19-76° 

32° 

>> 

17 • 

- 1778° 

31-46° 


18 . « . 

- 13-28° 

30-56° 

>> 

19 . . . 

. I2«02° 

28-40° 

) > 

20 . . 

- 12-54° 

25-34° 

>> 

21 . . 

- 38-30° 

27-86° 


22 ' ' T f . 

• 43-34° 

30-92° 

» » 

23 C . . “ . 

• 

- 4^-06° 

- 31-46° 


r 

. •A moment’s comparison 0/ the two columns will make the 
principle apparent. The temperature of^vth'e air falls 

' Atlas Met^rologiqu^ de V Observ^toire Imperial^ 1867 . 
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nearly fifteen degrees in fivejdays ; the tempQ|?ature of the 
tree, sluggishly following, falls in the same time less than 
four degrees. Between the 19th and 20th the temperature 
of the aiV has changed its direction of motion, and ris^n 
nearly a decree ; but the temperature of the tree persists 
in its former course, ana continues to fall nearly three 
degrees farther. On the ^ist there cofnes a sudden 
increase of heat, a sudden thaw ; the temperature of the 
air rises twenty-five and a half degrees ; the change at 
last reaches the tree, but only raises its temperature by 
less than three degrees ; and even two days afterwards, 
when the aij is already twelve degrees above freezing-# 
point, the tree is still half a degree below it. Takc^ again, 
the following case : 


n.ae. 

1S59. 

• 

Tempciature 
of ihe Air. * 

»Ten*perat» 
in the Tn 

July 13 


84*9^° 

76-28 

„ 14 


82-58“ . 

78-62 

.. IS 

• 

80-42° 

77-72 

„ 16 


79-88“ . 

78-44 

.. 17 

0 % « 

73-22“ 

75-92 

„ 18 

m • • 

68 - 54 “ . 

74-30 

19 

4 - • 

65-66“ .. 

70-70 


The same order reappears. From the 13th to the 19th 
the temperature of the air steadily falls, while the tem^^ 
perature of the tree continues apparently to follow the 
s-'ourse of previous variations, and does not reftlly begin 
to fall, is not really affected by the ebb of J^Satf until the 
17th, three days at least after it had been* operating in the 
air.^ Hence we may conclude l(jaj all varial;ions of the 
temperature of the air, whatever be*thei^ period, from 
twenty-four h(furs up to twelve ihonthp>^ ,,^ followed in 
the same manner by variations in tl^e tempStature of the 
tree ; and that those in tjie tree ye always less iif amount 
and considerably slower of occurrence than those in lh« 
air. The thermal sluggishness, 5 o to speak, seems capable 

* Comptes Rendus d^V Acadi'micf^n^th. M^cb, 1069. 

I 
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of explaining* all the phenomena of the case without aijjr 
hypothetical vital power of resisting temperatures below 
the freezing-point, such as is hinted at even by Becqucrcl. 

*^eaumur, indeed, is said to have observed temperatures 
in slender trees nearly thirty degrees highei* than the 
temperature of the air in the sun ; but we are not informed 
as to the conditions under ^hich this observation was 
made, and it is therefore impossible to assign \p it its proper 
value. The sap of the ice-plant is said to be materially 
colder than the surrounding atmosphere ; and there are 
several other somewhat incongruous facts, which tend, at 
^•first sight, to favour the view of some inherent power of 
resistance in some plants to high temperatures, and in 
others to low temperatures.^ But such a supposition 
seems in the meantime to be gratuitous. Keeping in 
' view the thermal redispositions, which must be greatly 
favoured by the ascent of the sap, and the difference 
between the condition as to temperature of such parts as 
the root, the heart of the trunk, and che extreme foliage, 
and never forgetting the unknown factor of specific heat, 
we may still regard it as possible to account for all anomalies 
without the aid of any such hypothesis. We may, there- 
fore, I think, disregard small exceptions, and state the 
result as follows : 

If, after every rise or fall, the temperature of the air 
-remained stationary for a length of time proportional to 
the amount of the change, it seems probable — setting aside 
all question of vital heat — that the temperature of the tree 
would alw lys finally equalise itself with the new tempera- 
ture of the air, and that the range in tree and atmosphere 
would thus become tb^e same. TBis pause, however, does 
not r occur : the vcjriations follow each other without 
interval ; and slow-conducting wood is never allowed 
enough time" to overtake the rapid changes of the more 
sensitive air. Hence, so far as wr can see at present, trees 
rppear to be simply bad conductors, and to l^ve no more 
influence upon the temperature of their surroundings than 

^ ProftHer Balfour'^ Class ^ook of BotaViy^ Phytiologjr, chap* xii, p. 67a 
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is^fuljy accounted for by th^ consequent tarc^ess of their 
tnermal variations. ^ 

Observations bearing on the second of the three points 
have been made by Becquerel in France, by La Cour#^ 
Jutland and Iceland, and Jpy Rivoli at Posen. The results 
are perfectly congruous. BecquerePs observations ^ were 
made under wood, and abctot a hundred /ards outside in 
open ground^at three stations in the district.of Montargis, 
Loiret. There was a difference of more than one degree 
Fahrenheit between the mean annual temperatures in 
favour of the open ground. The mean summer temperature 
in the wood ^was from two t8 three degrees lower thta the# 
mean summer temperature outsidfe. The mean maicima in 
the wood were also lower than those without by a little^ 
more than two degrees. Herr La Cour ^ found the cfaily 
range consist^tly smaller inside the wood than outside. 
As far as regards the mean winter ^temperatures, there is 
an exv-cas in favour of the forests, but so trifling in amount 
as to be unworthy ofcmuch consideration. Libri found that 
the minimum winter temperatures were not sensibly lower 
in Florence, after the Apennines had been denuded of 
forest, than they had been before.* The disheartening^ 
contradictoriness of his observations on this subject Ud* 
Herr Rivoli to the following ingenious *and satisfactory 
comparison.^ Arrangfcg his results according to the wind 
that blew on the day of observation, he set against each^ 
other the variation of the temperature under wood fronT^ 
that without, and the variation of the temperature of t6e 
wind from the local mean for the month : ^ 


Wind 

N. 

N.E. 

' E. 

S.E^ 

,s. 

S.W.J 

w. 

N.W. 

Var.inWood.. 
Var. in Wind. . 



m 


m 


mn 

m 


^ Cmptes Rendus, 1867 and 1069. . • • See his paper. 

® Atmdes de Chimie et de Physique, xiv, ^^830. A more detailed comparisot . 
of the climate ^estion would be a most interesting and important con« 
tribution to 4 he su^ect. ^ * 

* Reviewed in the Austrian Meteor 6 logicdkM'aga%im^ vol. iv, p. 543. 



u6 EARLIEI^, WORKS 

From thi^ curious comparison, it becomes apparent tjjrat 
the variations of the difference in question depend upon 
the amount of variations of temperature which tajte place 

the free air, and on the slowness with which such changes 
are communicated to the stagt^nt atmosphere of woods ; 
in other words, as Herr Rivoli boldly formulates it, a forest 
is simply a baH conductor. But this is precisely the same 
conclusion a; we have already arrived at jyith regard to 
^individual trees ; and in Herr Rivoli ’s tabic, what we see is 
just another case of what we saw in M. Becquerel’s — the 
different progression of temperatures. It must be obvious, 
howeVer, that the thermal condition of a sing^^ tree must be 
differesit in many wayh from that of a combination of 
trees and more or less stagnant air, such as we call a forest. 
And accordingly we find, in the case of the latter, the 
foKowirig riewvfeature : The mean yearly , temperature of 
woods is lower than the mean yearly temperatiue of free 
air, while they are decidedly colder in summer, and very 
little, if at all, warmer in winter. Hence, on the whole, 
forests are colder than cleared lands. But this is just what 
might hicve been expected from the amount of evaporation, 
the continued descent of cold air, and its stagnation in the 
dose and sunless crypt of *a forest ; and one can only 
wonder here, as elsewhere, that the resultant difference is 
so insignificant and doubtful. ^ 

We now come to the third point in question, the thermal 
influence of woods upon the air above them. It will be 
remembered that we have seen reason to believe their 
effect to ]^e .-ipiilar to that of certain other surfaces, except 
in so far as it may be altered, in the case of the forest, by 
the greater extent of effective radiating area, and by the 
possibility of generating a descending cold current as well 
as an ascendih^hot one. M. Becquerel is (so far as I can 
learn) the octly obset^ver who has taken up the elucidation 
of this^ subject. He placed f^is thermometers at three 
^^oints : ^ A jand B were both about seventy feet above the 
surface of the ground ; tbut A was at the osummit of a 
V chestnut tree, while B was in the free aif; fifty feet away 
, * Comptei Rendus, zSfih May, ^1860, 
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from tjie other. ^ C was four or five feet above ^he ground, 
wiRi a northern exposure ; there was also a fourth station 
to tl^e south, at the same level at this last, but its readings arc 
very seldom referred to. After several years of observatiog, 
the mean tatnperature at A was found to be between one* 
and two degrees higher Aan that at B, The order of 
progression of differences istas instructive 4iere as in the 
two former investigations. The maximum difference in 
favour of station A occurred between three and five in the 
afternoon, later or sooner according as there had beerf 
more or less sunshine, and ranged sometimes as high as 
seven degrees. After this Mie difference kept declining 
until sunrise, when there was ofterf a difference of a ^egree, 
or a degree and a half, upon the other side. On cloudy days 
the difference tended to a minimum. During a ratoy 
month of April, for example, the differenpe m favour of 
station A was fess than half a degree ; the first fifteen days 
of May following, however, were suitny, and the difference 
rose to more than a 4iegrce and a half.^ It will be observed 
that I have omitted up to the present point all mention of 
station C. I do so because M. BecquerePs langu^e leaves 
it doubtful whether the observations made at this station 
are logically comparable withithose made at the other two.' 
If the end in view were to compare the progression of tem- 
peratures above the etrth, above a tree, and in free air, 
removed from all such radiative and absorptive influences, 
it is plain that all three should have been equally exposed' 
to the sun or kept equally in shadow. As the observations 
were made, they give us no notion of the rel^ir€ action of 
the earth-surface and forest-surface upopJ:rfe tehiperature 
of the contiguous atmosphere ; and this, as it seems to me, 
was just the crux of the problem. far, however, as they 
go, they seem to justify the view ^at*all tisese actions* are 
the same in kind, however they may^iffe^ ^^^degree. We 
find the forest heating the air during*the day, an4 heating 
it more or less according as there has been more or less 
sunshine foj it to absorb, and, we find it also chilling ft 
during tljp night ; both of which are actions common to 
^ aoth Ma7,»i86i. ^ 
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any radiatii>^ surface, and Y^uld be produced,* if with 
differences of amount and time, by any other such surface 
raised to the mean level of the exposed foliage. 

, JTo recapitulate : 

ist. We find that single tree^ appear to ac: simply as 
bad conductors. 

2nd. We find that woods, rsgarded as solids, are, on the 
whole, slightly lower in temperature than the free air 
which they have displaced, and that they tend slowly to 
^dapt themselves to the various thermal changes that take 
place without them. 

( 3rdl We find forests regaHied as surfaces acting like 
any other part of the eaith’s surface, probably with more 
or less difference in amount and progression, which we 
still' lack the information necessary to estimate. 

All this dune, I am afraid that there can he little doubt 
that the more general ^climatic investigations will be long 
and vexatious. Even in South America, with extremely 
favourable conditions, the result is far/rom being definite. 
Glancing over the table published by M. Becquerel in his 
book on cjimalcs, from the observations of Humboldt, Hall, 
Boussingault, and others, it becomes evident, I think, that 
nqthing can be founded up^m the comparisons therein 
instituted ; that all reasoning, in the present state of our 
information, is premature and unreliable. Strong state- 
ments have certainly been made ; and particular cases lend 
' themselves to the formation of hasty judgments. “ From 
the Bay qf Cupica to the Gulf of Guayaquil,** says M. 
Boussingayr«.y{‘ the country is covered with immense forests 
and traversed by. numerous rivers ; it rains there almost 
ceaselessly ; and the mean temperature of this moist 
district scarcely reacjies 78 - 8 ® F. . . . At Payta commence 
the sandy deselts of PriTira and Sechura ; «./o the constant 
humidity of QkStio sivxeeds almost at once an extreme of 
dryness ;c and the mean tempera^re of the coast increases 
at the same time by F.’* * Even in this selected 
favourable instance it might be argued that the part per- 
fryrmed in the change by the presence or abaenccj.of forest 
^ BccqucTel, CltmaU^ p. 141. 
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was comparatively small ; ^ there seems to have been, at 
the same time, an entire chaAge of soil ; and, fti our present 
igixorance, it would be difl&cult to say by how much this of 
itself is able to affect the climate. Moreover it is possible 
that the h^nidity of the one district is due to other caiiies 
besides the presence of viDod, or even that the presence of 
wood is itself only an effect of some more g^eral difference 
or combination of differences. Be that as it may, however, 
we have only to look a little longer at the table before 
referred to, to see how little weight can be laid on sucji 
special instances. Let us take five stations, all in this very 
district of Choco. Hacquit^ is eight hundred and Jwenty 
feet above Novita, and their mijan temperatures are the* 
same. Alto de Mombu, again, is five hundred fedl highe% 
than Hacquita, and the mean temperature has here f^len 
nearly two degrees. Go up another five hupdr^d feet to 
Tambo de la Orquita, and again we find nef fall in the ifiean 
temperature. Go up some five huitdred farther to Chami, 
and there is a fall in the mean temperature of nearly six 
degrees. Such num"bcrs are evidently quite untrustworthy ; 
and hence we may judge how much confidence can be placed 
in any generalisation from these South Amerfcan mean 
temperatures. , ^ 

The question is probably considered #too simply — tbo 
much to the neglect pf concurrent influences. Until we 
know, for example, somewhat more of the comparative 
radiant powers of different soils, we cannot expect any vei^:^ 
definite result. A change of temperature would certainly 
be effected by the plantation of such a marshy^^Ji^lrict as the 
Sologne, because, if nothing else were dCne,* the roots 
might pierce the impemjtrabJe subsoil, allow the surface- 
water to drain itself oft, and thu^ riry the country. But 
might not thej::haiige be quite differefltit if the soil planted 
were a shifting sand, which, ^A:c^/Wthes.*qgts of the trees, 
would become gradually covered witRa vcgetJble |arth, and 
thus be changed from drf to wet I Again, the complication 
and conflict of effects arises, not only from the soil, vegeta- 
tion, and ^ographical position of the place of the experi- 
ment itsflf, but from the distribution of similar or different 
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conditions in its immediate neighbourhood, and probably 
to great distSnces on every side. A forest, for examf)le,^s 
we know from Herr Rivoli’s comparison, would exercise 
a perfectly different influence in a cold country subject 
to warm winds, and in a warm country subject to cold 
winds ; so that our question might meet with different 
solutions even on the east and^est coasts of Great Britain. 

The consideration of such a complexity points more and 
more to the plantation of Malta as an occasflon of special 
importance ; its insular position and the unity of its geo- 
logical structure both tend to simplify the question. There 
^are certain points about the^existing climate, moreover, 
which seem specially calculated to throw the influence of 
^ woods into a strong relief. Thus, during four summer 
moaths, there is practically no rainfall. Thus, again, the 
northerly winds, when stormy, and especially in winter, 
tenS to depress the temperature very suddenly ; and thus, 
too, the southerly and south-westerly winds, which raise 
the temperature during their prevalence to from eighty- 
eight to ninety-eight degrees, seldom last longer than a 
few hourg ; insomuch that ‘‘ their disagreeable heat and 
dryness niay be escaped by carefully closing the windows 
and doors of apartments at tjieir onset.” ^ Such sudden 
and short variations seem just what is wanted to accentuate 
the differences in question. Accordingly, the opportunity 
seems one not lightly to be lost, and the British Association 
cr this Society itself might take the matter up and establish 
a series of observations, to be continued during the next 
few years'. ^Sttch a combination of favourable circumstances 
may not otcut^again for years ; and when the whole subject 
is at a standstill for want of facts, tj^e present occasion ought 
not to go past unimproved. 

Such observation^ include the following ; 

The obseg^vn maximum and minimum thermo- 
meters i^ three different classes of situation — videlicet, in 
the areas selected for plantation tiiemselves, at places in the 
; Immediate neighbourhood of those areas where the external 

influence might be expected to reach its mjuc&num and at 

<> 

' ^ S<^oreiby-}aj;kson*« Medical Climatology* 



• INFLUENCy OF FORESTS 131 

places distant from those areas where the influence might be 
Axpdtted to be least. • ^ 

.The operation of rain-gauges and hygrometers at the 
same three descriptions of locality. 

In add-on to the ordinary hours of observation, sp^iel 
readings of the lhermon«etcrs should be made as often as 
possible at a change of wiijd and throughout the course of 
the short hot breezes alluded to already, in order to admit 
of the recogilition and extension of Herr Rivo4i’s comparison. 

Observation of the periods and forces of the land agd 
sea breezes. 

Gauging of the principal^prings, both in the neighbour- 
hood of thfi areas of plantation and at places far removeft 
from those areas. * 



WELLINGTON 

f 


W ITHIN easy memory of the fathers4/of our own 
generation, England possessed a man unique in 
fiatory. The greatest of English soldiers, his sword had 
been sheathed for nearly fifty^ .years ; he had lived to be 
‘; 2 heereii by the children qf those who were born on the day 
of his liiSt engagement ; the men who followed him to 
victory were becoming few and his hand began to grow 
more rarely to the pocket, in which, with hourly generosity, 
he had always a guinea for a former comrade*. He retired 
from the stage ot the great wars covered with honours, a 
duke of England, a count of Portugal, a prince of Spain, a 
duke of Belgium ; the most conspicuo\is man in Europe, 
since Napoleon, the previous observed of all observers had 
fallen befdic his own stoutheartedness, and the loyalty of 
^Marshal Bliicher. Thereupon he entered the second 
period of his c^^reer, as the most despotic of English 
ministers capable in administration, npt politically weather- 
wise, ruling with a rod of iron the pitiful monarch whom 


he was supposed to serve, and steadfastly indifferent to 
popularity. 

With th&^^eform Bill, he fell from this half-royal power, 
and having^W'^'^llen, rose again almost at once to a fresh 
station in the re^'rd of his countrymen, as the counsellor 
of all ministries and the, recognised ^ther of the fatherland ; 
so that, while 1^ lived, the people who ha^ once broken 
his windows, esmrtcd hi At about the cit;^ witn salutes and 
fondly pointed^lnm ou^to their young children ; and when 
he came ib die, the fall ol the mkiistry at home and the 
hV>ody rise of an empire across the Channel were alike 
forgotten in the blow of th^t national berea^entent. It is 
"proposed to study in these pages the qualities 6f mind 
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•and^ character by which rose, and the nature of his 
lin^lar devotion to the service of his couiffry, or — as he 
preferred to put it, in words grown unfamiliar to our ears — 
the service of his King. ^ 

Marties^ Bessi&res, and Desaix were born in the y€kr 
1768 ; Murat, Davoust,^Duroc, Suchet, the Clausel, and 
Junot, the Archduke Charles and the Englishmen Beresford 
and Rowland Hill between 1770 and 1772 ; and it is the 
distinction 8f the intervening year, 1769, to have given to 
the world Ney, Soult, Bonaparte, and Wellington. Thifs, 
in the lapse of a lustre, there were born nearly a score of 
the men that grew most glorious in the long epio of thp 
French Wars ; and when the •last shot was fijed after 
Waterloo, the oldest of them still lacked some years of fift^^ 
Arthur Wellesley was the son of the second eafl of 
Mornington. The Colley-Wellcsleys, ^or ^the Coyvley- 
Westleys (with other variants which I pass over) were a 
family of some standing in the matter of age. On the Irish 
side, their pedigree is graced with the names of several 
independent monarchs. It is more important that they 
were apparently related to the founders of I^ethodism ; 
indeed it was as a Wesley that Arthur came into the world 
and grew to manhood, anckthe spelling was only changes:' 
to please the nice taste of the Marques^is brother. The 
stock at least was one of a certain virtue ; they had pushed 
but recently into the Irish peerage, for certain services to 


the ministry which may be safely translated as the merging 
of votes ; and Arthur’s father was a man of taste and 
successfully cultivated that very graceful bisot^ of music, 
once 80 popular, now seemingly so deaden England, the 
making of glees. The^ outbreak of artistic talent is usually 
the first sign of decay of the raeCs^, but with the house of 
Wellington this order was reve«sed^ and* the sons df the 
dilettante were men of action and §ffairfi»viD.Dut of a family 
of nine, four became p^ers in their»own rignt. • 

It was no great position to be the sixth son of a mushroom 
Irish peer^; and in 1781 Lo^ Mornington died, leavfhg 
his affaj^s in confusion, and the position was thus rendered 
worse. But in these hquscs of tbe poor^nohihty, there was 
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a strong clan feeling, aivd what would now seem to us a. 
great effrontel:y of nepotism. Richard, the new Lord 
Mornington (since famous as the Marquess Wellesley), 
took up the load of his father’s and of his innumerable 
brothers and sisters with a good heart ; and in orv*^ way and 
another he managed to carve oulf a position for them all. 
That the mothe*, a Hill of Seymour, must have been a 
woman of some stoicism, we may gather from the fact 
that she had forgotten the place of the birth of h6r first-born 
and both the place and date of that of Arthur. Perhaps 
dazzled by the parts and address of Richard she despaired 
qf Arthur. He was a heavy, si-lent, sheepish, blank-faced 
lad ; he displayed no taste for arms, nor indefed for any- 
thing but to play the fiddle ; he made no friends, he was 
helplessly dull in society ; and when a lady took him in 
her carriage to a j)icnic, she was so bored by the lad that 
she evaded him on the return, and the future duke drove 
back with the musician^'. In after days he laughed with 
the lady over this incident. 

What was to be done with this incubus — one of a very 
poor family^ ambitious to rise ? He might now be clapped 
to a desk in a tea merchant’s office or slapped upon a cattle 
^'itnch in Texas. 



THE LATE SAM BOUGH, •R.S.A. 


A CUMBERLAND man, and born in t he legendary 
city of Carlisle, Sam Bough (as he delighted to^e 
called) died in Edinburgh on November 19, aged fifty- 
seven. This is not only a ft)ss to art, but the disappearancjp 
of a memorable type of man. • Spectacled, bu^y in his 
rough clothes, with his solid, strong, and somewhat comment 
gait, his was a figure that commanded notice even oti the 
street. He affected rude and levellii:\g manners^ his 
geniality was formidable, above all for those whom he 
considered too fine for their company ; and he delivered 
jests from the sl^ouldcr like bufets. He loved to put 
himself in opposition, to make startling, and even brutal 
speeches, and trample proprieties under foot^. But this, 
although it troubled the amenities of his relations, was no 
more than a husk, an oute^ man, partly of habit, partly^i' 
affectation ; and inside the burr there tfas a man of watm 
feelings, notable powers of mind, and much culture, which 
was none the less genuine because it was not of the same 
character, not altogether concerned in the same fields^ of 
knowledge, as that training which usually appropriatesrthe 
name. Perhaps he was a little disappointe^i^th himself, 
and partly because he loathed fust ian,.^^rtl)f because he 
did not succeed in living consistently up to the better and 
more beautiful qualities *of hit tiature, he did himself 
injustice in tfee world, and paradlpd fiis wcwrst qualities with 
something like a swagger. To bgrrow -f\,^etaphor from 
the stage with which he was so long«connected, preferred 
to play his worst part because imagined he could play 
it best. It was only when yo^ got him alone, or when fin 
company, something occurred to call up a generous con- 
tempt, that you becanje clearly^aware of hie sterling, up- 
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right, and l^uman character., Such manifestations hi^ 
friends were as little willing to forget as he seemed shy of 
offering them. He would then display a sneering enmity 
foi; all that he thought mean or bad, and a quiet and genuine 
delight in all that he thought good. To 8tudei.ts he was 
even exceptionally kind and helpful. He had an open hand, 
and came readiiy forth from his cynical out-works at any 
tale of sorrow. He had read much and wisely ; and his 
talk was not only witty in itself, but enriched ’with the wit 
aftd eloquence of others. He played the violin, sang with 
spirit, and had a remarkable gift of telling stories. It was 
delimit to hear him when he^spoke of Carlisle, Cumber- 
land, ard John Peel, the famous hunter ; or when he 
liarrated his own experience — cobbling shoes beside his 
fathcir, gipsying among the moors to sketch, working in 
the doLks'^as a porter, or painting scenes and sometimes 
taking a part at local theatres. As we say of books that they 
are readable, we may say of his talk that it was eminently 
hearable. He could broider romance into his narratives 
and you were none the wiser ; they would all hold water ; 
they had the grit and body of reality, the unity of a humor- 
ous masterpiece ; and the talents of the novelist and the 
"tOmedian were pressed together into the service of your 
entertainment. 

His sentiment for nature was stroiig and just ; but he 
avoided the subject in words and let his brush speak for 
' him. 

He was p, massive, heavy painter, and liked broad effects 
of light. PKs ^olour was apt to be a little cold and dead. 
Yet he had a re^narkable understanding of sunlight and 
certain aspects of summer atmosphere in the North, which 
perhaps lent themselves' to the defect of his treatment. 
He ^8 proud of his dn wing and certainly rendered the 
significance of -Neural •^orms. Among his more important 
works in oil I may mention Shipbuilding on the Clyde ^ 
Borrowdaky Canty Bay, St, Monans, Kirkwall, and London 
fiom Shooter^s Hill, But his name is more eminently 
connected with the practice of water-colours. man’s 
unshaken courage and great muscular power seem to 
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h^veiHi&re directly found expression in this^eld. It \vas 
a sight to see him attack a sketch, peering boldly through 
his* spectacles and, with somewhat tremulous fingers, 
flooding the page with colour ; for a moment it was 
indescribalfle hurly-burly^ and then chaos would become 
ordered and you would see a speaking yranscript : his 
method was an act of dashftig conduct like the capture of 
a fort in war.^ I have seen one of these sketches in particu- 
lar, a night-piece on a headland, where the atmosphere qf 
tempest, the darkness and the mingled spray and rain, are 
conveyed with remarkable tmth and force. It was painted 
to hang neas a Turner ; and in ^nswer to some words of* 
praise — “ Yes, lad,” said he, “ I wasn't going to Iftok like^ 
a fool beside the old man.” ^ 

His activity was indefatigable ; he worked from nature ; 
he worked in^he studio ; even at home te woufd ha^e a 
piece at his elbow to work upon intthe intervals of music 
and conversation. By many it was supposed that this 
industry had a commercial motive, and injured the quality 
of his production ; and it is true that Sam Bough was pre- 
occupied about material necessities, and had®a rooted 
horror of debt ; but he thoroughly enjoyed his art, an^, 
perhaps, still more the practice of it ; anjJ although thes« 
was an impression of gower in the man and his work that 
led hasty judgments to expect more than ever he accom- 
plished, the best that he has left is probably the best thaj 
he could do. 



CRITICTSMS 


I 

' ON LORD LYTTON’& FABLES IN , SONG 

I T seems as if Lord Lytton, in this new book of his, had 
found the form most natural to his talent. In some 
way^s, indeed, it may be held inferior to Qhronicles and 
Characters ; we look in vain for anything like the terrible 
intensity of the night-scene in Irene y or for any such pas- 
sages of massive and memorable writir^g as appeared, here 
and there, in the earlier work, and made it not altogether 
unworthy^of its model, Hugo's Legend of the Ages, But it 
, becomes evident, on the mos^ hasty retrospect, that this 
earlier work was a step on thte way towards the later. It 
seems as if the author had been feeling about for his definite 
medium, and was already, in the language of the child's 
^ame, growing hot. There are many pieces in Chronicles 
and Characters that might be detached from their original 
setting, an,d embodied, as they stand, among the Fables in 
Song, 

For the term'^Fable is not very easy to define rigorously. 
In the most typical form some moral precept is set forth 
by means of a conce^pfton purely fantastic, and usually 
somewhat trivial into vhe bargain ; thercr is something 
playful abou^'^ff, that* will not support a very exacting 
criticisn*^ and the Id'sson must^^be apprehended by the 
^ fancy at half a hint. Such is the great masSiOf the old 
stories of wise animals or fc^olish men that have^mused our 
childhood. But we should expect the fable, in ^company 
with other a'nd more important literary forms, to be more 

138 



. LORD LYT^ON’S FABLES . 139 

and Qiore loosely, or at least largely, comj^ehended as 
time went on, and so to degenerate in conception from this 
original type. That depended for much of its piquaricy 
on the very fact that it was fantastic : the point of tjug 
tiling lay iA a sort of humorous inappropriateness ; and 
it is natural enough thaf pleasantry of this description 
should become less common^ as men learn to suspect some 
serious analog underneath. Thus a comical story of an 
ape touches us quite differently after the proposition of 
Mr. L»arwin’s theory. Moreover there lay, perhaps, a? 
the bottom of this primitive sort of fable, a humanity, a 
tenderness o^ rough truths f so that at the end of ''some 
story, in which vice or folly had met with its destined 
punishment, the fabulist might be able to assure his 
auditors, as we have often to assure tearful children on ftie ‘ 
like occasions j^that they may dry their eyesk, fdr nbne oi it 
was true. ^ 

But tnis benefit of fiction becomes lost with more 
sophisticated hearers^and authors : a man is no longer the 
dupe of his own artifice, and cannot deal playfully with 
truths that are a matter of bitter concern to him in his life. 
And hence, in the progressive centralisation of modern 
thought, we should expect flie old form of fable to fsfl^ 
gradually into desuetude, and be gradually succeeded by 
another, which is a fal/le in all points except that it is not 
altogether fabulous. And this new form, such as we 
should expect, and such as we do indeed find, still presents* 
the essential character of brevity ; as in any otjier fabre 
also, there is, underlying and animating th^bff|f action, 
a moral idea ; and as in any other fable, me object is to 
bring this home to the reader through the intellect rather 
than through the feelings ; •so thStf without being very 
deeply moved or interested by the rharacterl of the piece, 
we should recognise vividly the hingcis on w^v^h the little 
plot revolves. But the faljulist now sfieks analogic! where 
before he nnerely sought humorou^ situations. There will^ 
be now a logical nexus between»the moral expressed and 
the machjpery employed to express it. The machinery, 
in fact, as this change is <}eveloped^ becoipes Id^s and less 
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fabulous. find ourselves in presence of quite a s^rio^s^ 
if quite a miniature, division of creative literature ; and 
sometimes we have the lesson embodied in a sob^r, evifery- 
dcy narration, as in the parables of the New Testament, 
and sometimes merely the statement or, ab most, the 
collocation of significant facts in life, the reader being left 
to resolve for nimself the vagtie, troublesome, and not yet 
definitely moral sentiment which has been thus created, 
^nd step by step with the development of this change, yet 
another is developed : the moral tends to become more 
indeterminate and large. It ceases to be possible to 
« append it, in a tag, to the ^bottom of the piece, as one 
^ might •write the name below a caricature ; and the fable 
begins to take rank with all other forms of creative litera- 
ture, as something too ambitious, in spite of its miniature 
dimensions! to^be resumed in any succinct fprmula without 
the loss of all that^ is deepest and most suggestive 
in it. 

Now it is in this widest sense that#IiOrd Lytton under- 
stands the term ; there are examples in his two pleasant 
volumes •fof all the forms already mentioned, and even 
of another which can only be admitted among fables by the 
.utmost possible leniency of *construclion. Composure^ Et 
Cateray and several more, are merely similes poetically 
elaborated. So, too^ is the pathetic 'story of the grandfather 
and grandchild : the child, having treasured away an 
'icicle and forgotten it for ten minutes, comes back to find 
it alreadji nearly melted, and no longer beautiful : at the 
same tinv^the grandfather has just remembered and taken 
out a bundle of love-letters, which he too had stored away 
in years gone by, and then long neglected ; and, behold I 
the letters are as fa<Jeil Snd sotrowfully disappointing as the 
icicle. This merely c simile poetically Worked out ; and 
yet it is in as these, and some others to be mentioned 
further^'on, that the* author seei^s at his best. Wherever 
^.he has really written aftdr the old model, there kt something 
to be deprecated : in spite of all the spirit apd freshness, 
tn spite of his happy assumption of that cheerfyl accepta- 
tion of thihgs as they are, which, rightly or wrongly, we 
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come (o attribute to the idealjabulist, there is^ver a sense 
as^of something a little out of place. A form of literature 
so very innocent and primitive looks a little overwritten in 
Lord Lytton’s conscious and highly coloured style. 
may be bad^taste, but sometimes we should prefer a few 
sentences of plain prose narration, and a little Bewick by 
way of tail-piece. So that it ts not among ttfose fables that 
conform most nearly to the old model, but one had nearly 
said among tRose that most widely differ from it, that 
we find the most satisfactory examples of the author’s* 
manner. 

In the merf matter of ingeAuity, the metaphysical fables • 
are the most remarkable ; such as that of ihe windmill who 
imagined that it was he who raised the wind ; or that of • 
the grocer’s balance Cogito ergo sum ”) who considered ^ 
himself endowed with free-will, reason, arid an hifallible 
practical judgment ; until, one fine day, the police make a 
descent upon the shop, and find the weights false and the 
scales unequal ; and*the whole thing is broken up for old 
iron. Capital fables, also, in the same ironical spirit, are 
Prometheus Unbound^ the tale of the vainglvying of 
a champagne-cork, and Teleology^ where a nettle justifies 
the ways of God to nettldfe while all goes well wit!t|^^ 
it, and, upon a change of luck, prom|ftly changes its 
divinity. • 

In all these there is still plenty of the fabulous if you will, 
although, even here, there may be two opinions possible f 
but there is another group, of an order of merit, perhafls 
still higher, where we look in vain for any sui^ playful 
liberties with Nature. Thus we have 'Conservation of 
Force ; where a musician, thinking of a certain picture, 
improvises in the twilight f a pdfet* jiearing the music, 
goes home inspired, and writes 41 poem f and tbeA a 
painter, under the influence of this poem, p?»jpts another 
picture, thus lineally desspended froih the first. #This is 
fiction, butf^iot what we have bee A used to call fable. We 
miss the incredible element, tl;e point of audacity with? ' 
which th^fahuiist was wont to mock at his readers. An^ 
is this the ca^e with others, j^^he Borse and the 
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Fly states on^ of the unanswe];able problems of life quite 
a realistic ana straightforward way. A fly startles a ca?)- 
horse, the coach is overset ; a newly married pair within 
ai^d the driver, a man with a w;fe and family, are all killed. 
iThe horse continues to gallop oflf in the looseStraces, and 
ends the tragedy by running bver an only child ; and 
there is some little pathetic detail here introduced in the 
telling, that quakes the reader’s indignation very white-hot 
against some one. It remains to be seen \{lio that some 
one is to be : the fly ? Nay, but on closer inspection, it 
appears that the fly, actuated by maternal instinct, was 
only Seeking a place for her* eggs : is maternal instinct, 
then, « sole author of ’chese mischiefs all ’* ? Who's in 
" the Right ? one of the best fables in the book, is somewhat 
in Yhc same vein. After a battle has been won, a group of 
officers ^^8se^nb^e inside a battery, and debate together who 
should have the honour of the success : tlie Prince, the 
general staff, the cavalry, the engineer who posted the 
battery in which they then stand talking, are successively 
named : the sergeant, who pointed the guns, sneers to 
himself afethe mention of the engineer ; and, close by, the 
gunner, who had applied the match, passes away with a 
^uile of triumph, since it w^s through his hand that the 
victorious blow* had been dealt. Meanwhile, the cannon 
claims the honour over the gunner * the cannon-ball, who 
actually goes forth on the dread mission, claims it over the 
Cannon, who remains idly behind ; the powder reminds 
the cannpn-ball that, but for him, it would still be lying 
on the argfcnal floor ; and the match caps the discussion : 
powder, cannbk-ball, and cannon would be all equally 
vain and ineffectual without fire^ Just then there comes 
on a shower of rain, %Rich wV:,ts the powder and puts out 
the match, aifd completes this lesson of dependence, by 
indicating tj^- negative conditions which are as necessary 
for any effect, in their absence, ^s is the presence of this 
great fraternity of positive conditions, not any ^.e of which 
can claim priority over any other. But the fj^ble does not 
qpd here, as perhaps, in all logical strictnese, it should. It 
wanders off into ^ discussion as t^ which is the truer great- 
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n^s, of the vanquished fire or that of ^e victorious 
rain. And the speech of the rain is charming : 


** Lo, with my little drops 1 bless again 
4|Sd beautify the fields which thou didst blast ! 

Rend, wither, waste, •and ruin, what thou wilt, 

But call not Greatness |vhat the Gods call Guilt. 

Blossoms and grass from blood in battle spilt, 

Andfpoppied com, I bring. 9 

'Mid mouldering Babels, to oblivion built, 

My violets spring. 

Little by little my small drops have strength 
To^deck with green delfghts the grateful earth.'* 

• 

And so forth, not quite germane (it seems to me) to th# 
matter in hand, but welcome for its own sake. * ^ 

Best of all are the fables that deal mqre-immediiately 
with the emotions. There is, for instance, that of The 
Two Travellers y which is profound!/ moving in conception, 
although by no me^s as well written as some others. In 
this, one of the two, fearfully frost-bitten, saves his life out 
of the snow at the cost of all that was comely injiis body ; 
just as, long before, the other, who has now quietly resigned 
himself to death, had violently freed himself from Love*(ai: 
the cost of all that was finest and fairestfin his characte?. 
Very graceful and s\iteet is the fable (if so it should be 
called) in which the author sings the praises of that “ kindly 
perspective ’’ which lets a wheatstalk near the eye cover 
twenty leagues of distant country, and makes the humble 
circle about a man’s hearth more to him t^n all the 
possibilities of the external world. The companion fable 
to this is also excellent# It tells us of a man who had, all 
his life through, entertairttd a f>£ifesion for -certain blue 
hills on the faiihorizon, and had pjronused himself to travel 
thither ere he died, and become fanjjliar witl^ these distant 
friends. At last, in sony political trouble, he is^banished 
to the verjylace of his dreams. He arrives there overnight, 
and, whence rises and goes forUi in the morning, there sufer 
enough ^re the blue hills, only now they have chan^d 
places with him, and sipile acro^ to him, distant as ever, 
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from the old home whence he has come. Such a, st(jry 
might have been very cynically treated ; but it is not so 
done, the whole tone is kindly and consolatory^ and the 
d^enchanted man submissively takes the lesson, and 
understands that things far away are to be loitd for their 
own sake, and that the unattainable is not truly unattain- 
able, when we can make the bf^auty of it our own. Indeed, 
throughout ajl these two volumes, though Jhere is much 

f practical scepticism, and much irony on abstract questions, 
his kindly and consolatory spirit is never absent. There is 
much that is cheerful and, after a sedate fireside fashion, 
c hopeful. No one will be discouraged by reading the book ; 
but thp ground of all this hopefulness and cheerfulness 
remains to the end somewhat vague. It does not seem to 
'ar&e from any practical belief in the future either of the 
individual cr ^he race, but rather from, the profound 
personal contentment of the writer. This is, I suppose, 
all we must look for in the case. It is as much as we can 
expect if the fabulist shall prove a shrewd and cheerful 
fellow-wayfarer, one with whom the world does not seem 
to have gone much amiss, but who has yet laughingly 
learned something of its evil. It will depend much, of 
^biAirse, upon our own character and circumstances, whether 
the encounter wBl be agt-eeable and bracing to the spirits, or 
offend us as an ill^-timed mockery.* But where, as here, 
there is a little tincture of bitterness along with the good- 
nature, where it is plainly not the humour of a man cheer- 
fully igiVDrant, but of one who looks on, tolerant and 
superior ^^d smilingly attentive, upon the good and bad 
of our existend^, it will go hardly if we do not catch some 
reflection of the same spirit to help us on our way. There 
is here no impertinfift find lyltig proclamation of peace — 
none of the cheap optimism of the well-t<J^-do ; what we 
find here is ^view of Irfe that would be even grievous, were 
it not enlivened wittt this abidi^^g cheerfulness, and ever 
and anon redeemed by k stroke of pathos. 

^ It is natural enough, L suppose, that we ^should find 
voting in this book some of the intenser qualities of the 
kUthor’a wot'k ; qnd their absence is made up for by much 
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hjippy .description after a <^eter fashion. The burst of 
jubilation over the departure* of the snow, wl^h forms the 
prelude to The Thisthy is full of spirit and of pleasant 
images: ’The speech of the forest in Sans Souci is inspired 
by a beauti^l sentiment for nature of the modern sort, afld 
pleases us more, I think, «s poetry should please us, than 
anything in Chronicles andjCharacters. TJiere are some 
admirable felicities of expression here and there ; as that 
of the hill, wliose summit ^ 


“ Did print 

The azure air with pines.** 

Moreover,*! do not recollect in die author’s former work* 
any symptom of that sympathetic treatment of still life,® 
which is noticeable now and again in the fables ; awidu*- 
perhaps most noticeably, when he sketches, the burned 
letters as they*hover along the gusty flue, 

“ Thin, sable veils wherein a restless spark yet trembled.** 

• 

But the description is at its best w’hen the subjects are 
unpleasant, or even grisly.' There are a few csipital lines 
in this key on the last spasm pf the battle before alluded to. 
Surely nothing could be better, in its oijn way, than fF^ 
fish in The Last of the Arroganty “ the shadowy, 

side-faced, silent things,” that come butting and staring 
with lidless eyes at the sunken steam-engine . And althou^ 
in yet another, we are told pleasantly enough how the wajer 
went down into the valleys, where it set itself gaily to saw 
wood, and on into the plains, where it would soberly carry 
grain to town*; yet the real strength of th^fable is when it 
deals with the shut poofinyhich jejtain unfortunate rain- 
drops are imprisoned ambng slugs and snails', and in the 
company of aif old toad. The sodden confentment o^ the 
fallen acorn is strangely significant and it k astonishing 
how unpleasantly we are^tartled^by the appearailbe of her 
horrible Idber, the maggot, * . ^ , 

And nowfor the last word, abou the style. This is not • 
easy to^riticSe, It is impossible to deny to it rapidity, 
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spirit and a full sound ; the liAes are never lame, -and the 
sense is carrifr^ forwards with an uninterrupted, impciuofis 
rush. But it is not equal. After passages of really admir- 
able versification, the author falls back upon a sort of loose, 
cavalry manner, not unlike the style of sokjie of Mr. 
Browning’s minor pieces, and < almost inseparable from 
wordiness, and an easy accej^tation of somewhat cheap 
finish. There is nothing here of that compression which is 
the note of a feally sovereign style. It is urffair, perhaps, 
to set a not remarkable passage from Lord Lytton side by 
side with one of the signal masterpieces of another, and a 
very perfect poet ; and yet it* is interesting, when we see 
‘how. he portraiture of a^ dog, detailed througn thirty-odd 
«Hnes is frittered down and finally almost lost in the mere 
),axity of the style, to compare it with the clear, simple, 
vigorous delineation that Burns, in four couplets, has given 
us of the ploughman’s collie. It is intcrestirfg, at first, and 
then it becomes a littl»o irritating ; for when we think of 
other passages so much more finished and adroit, we 
cannot help feeling that with a little more ardour after 
perfection^ ^ of form, criticism would have found nothing 
left for her to censure. A similar mark of precipitate work 
i«Lthe number of adjectives tumultuously heaped together, 
sometimes to heip out the sense, and sometimes (as one 
cannot but suspect) to help out tht sound of the verses. 
I do not believe, fv)r instance, that Lord Lytion himself 
would defend the lines in which we are told how Laocoon 
“ Revealed to Roman crowds, now Christian grown. That 
Pagan anguish which, in Parian stone, the Rhodian artist,” 
and so on.*' It isi^not only that this is bad in itself ; but that 
it is unworthy of the company in ^vhich it is found ; that 
such verses should nojr kave appeared with the name of a 
good versifier feke Lbrd Lytton. We mustiJake exception 
also, in conclusion, t(j the excess of alliteration. Allitera- 
tion is sg li&le to ba abused th^t we can scarcely be too 
sparing of it ; and yet it is a trie t that seems to^row upon 
author with years. It s a pity to see fine verses, such 
as some in Demos y absolutely spoiled by th^ re'currence of 
ofce wearisome consonanj. ' 



SALVINFS MACBETH " 

S ALVINI closed his short visit to Edinburgh by a 
performance of Macb»fth. It was, perhaps, fron^ 
a sentiment of local colour that he chose to play the 
Scottish usurper for the first time before Scotsmen ; an# 
the audience were not insensible of the privilege. Few^ 
things, indeed, can move a stronger interest* than to ^ee a 
great creation taking shape for the first time. If it is not 
purely artistic, the sentiment is sllrely human. And the 
thought, that you ^re before all the world, and have the 
start of so many others as eager as yourself, at least keeps 
you in a more unbearable suspense before the c^^rtain rises, 
if it docs not enhance the delight with which you follow 
the performance and see the actor “ bend up each corp^^^al 
agent ** to realise a masterpiece of a feW hours’ duratidh. 
With a player so variable as Salvini, who trusts to the 
feeling of the moment for so much detail, and who, night 
after night, docs the same thing diflPerently but always w«ll, 
it can never be safe to pass judgment after a sinj^le hearfng. 
And this is more particularly true of last week’s Macbeth ; 
for the whole third act was marred by a grievously humor- 
ous misadventure. Sc,veral minutes too soon the ghost of 
Banquo joined the party,^nd, rftir having eat helpless a 
while at a tab^e, was ignominious^ withdrawn. Twice was 
this ghostly Jack-in-the-box obtruded on the stage before 
his time ; twice removed again ; «nd yet ^e |howed so 
little hurry when he was really wacted, that, after an awk- 
ward pause, Macbeth had to begin his apostrophe to emj^y 
air. The argval of the belated spectre in the middle, with 
a jerkihat made him nod all ovgr, was the last accident in 
• * * 147 * ' 
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the chapter, and worthily topped the whole. It tqay b« 
imagined ho\^ lamely matters went throughout ihcsK^ 
cross-purposes. 

In spite of this, and some other hitches, Salvini's 
Ml^beth had an emphatic succfess. The crcatiop is worthy 
of a place beside the same artist’a Othello and Hamlet. It 
is the simplest and most unsyiij; pathetic of the three ; but 
the absence of the finer lineaments of Hamlet is redeemed 
by gusto, breidth, and a headlong unity. fSalvini sees 
nijthing great in Macbeth beyond the royalty of muscle, 
and that courage which comes of strong and copious 
circulation. The moral smallness of the man is insisted on 
from the first, in the shudder of uncontrollable jealousy 
yjith which he sees Duncan embracing Banquo. He may 
havg some Northern poetry of speech, but he has not much 
logical ui\derstanding. In his dealings with the super- 
natuf'al powers he is like a savage with his fetich, trusting 
them beyond bounds while all goes well, and whenever he is 
crossed, casting his belief aside and calling “ fate into the 
list,** For his wife, he is little more thah an agent, a frame 
of bone and sinew for her fiery spirit to command. The 
nature of His feeling towards her is rendered with a most 
p^gcisc and delicate touch. He always yields to the woman *s 
facemation ; and j(et his caresses (and we know how much 
meaning Salvini can give to a cares^^ are singularly hard 
and unloving. Some^^imes he lays his hand on her as he 
m\ght take hold of any one who happened to be nearest to 
hin^at a moment of excitement. Love has fallen out of 
this marriage by the way, and left a curious friendship. 
Only once-^-at t|ie very moment when she is showing 
herself so little a woman and so much a high-spirited man — 
only once is he very def f^y stirj^pd towards her ; and that 
finds, expression in the strange and horribl|^ transport of 
admiration, doubly strange and horrible on Salvini*s lips 
— “ Bring forth men-cjaldren only ! ** 

The mfirder scene, a^ ^as to Hb expected, pleased the 
aq^ience best. * Macbeth’s voice, in the talk witJf his wife. 
Was a thing not to be forgotten ; and when he spoke of his 
hangman’s baxtds he seemed to have blood in his uttvrance» 
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I 

Nevgr for a moment, even ip the very article of the murder, 
3oes he possess his own soul. He is a man cm wires. From 
first tojiast it is an exhibition of hideous cowardice. For, 
after all, it is not here, but in broad daylight, with^he 
exhilaratidh of conflict, where he can assure himself *at 
every blow he has the longest sword and the heaviest hand, 
that this man’s physical bfavery can keep' him up ; he is 
an unwieldy ship, and needs plenty of way on before he 
will steer. * 

In the banquet scene, while the first murderer giVhs 
account of what he has done, there comes a flash of 
truculent jqy at the “ twent^ trenched gashes ” on Banquo’f 
head. Thus Macbeth makes welcome to his imagination 
those very details of physical horror which are so soon fb 
turn sour in him. As he runs out to embrace these ftuei’* 
circumstances, as he seeks to realise to his mind’s e 5 ie the 
reassuring spectacle of his dead enemy, he is dressing out 
the piiantom to terrify himself f and his imagination, 
playing the part o^justice, is to “ commend to his own lips 
the ingredients of his poisoned chalice.” With the recol- 
lection of Hamlet and his father’s spirit still fresh upon him, 
and the holy awe with which that good man encountered 
things not dreamt of in his'philosophy, it was not possible 
to avoid looking for resemblances betweftn the two appari- 
tions and the two m<!h haunted. But there are none to be 
found. Macbeth has a purely physical dislike for Banquo’s 
spirit and the “ twenty trenched gashes.” He is afraidfof 
he knows not what. He is abject, and again blusteffng. 
In the end he so far forgets himself, his terijpr, and the 
nature of what is before him, that he rushes upon it as 
he would upon a mant When his wife tells him he needs 
repose there is something really thildish in the way he 
looks about tiie room, and seeing nothingfwith an e^tpres- 
sion of almost sensual relief, pluckg up hear^ enough to go 
to bed. And what is t^e upshot df the visitation ? It is 
written Shakespeare, but should be ^read with the 
comment^iiry of Salvini’s vojee and expression: — “ 0 */ 
Siam mlF opra ancor fanciuUi*^ — “ We are yet young 
indeed/’ Circle below^circle. He.is loj^king with horrible 
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satisfaction into the mouth oAell. There may stiH^be a 
prick to-day but to-morrow conscience will be dea3, 
and he may move untroubled in this element of bjqod.' 

J,n the fifth act we see this Jowest circle reached ; and 
if IS Salvini’s finest moment throughout the pioy. From 
the first he was admirably made-up, and looked Macbeth 
to the full as perfectly as ever h(i looked Othello. From the 
first moment ,he steps upon the stage you can see this 
character is a creation to the fullest meaning of the phrase ; 
ftr the man before you is a type you know well already. 
He arrives with Banquo on the heath, fair and red-bearded, 
^paring of gesture, full of prfde and the sen^e of animal 
well-being, and satisfied “after the battle like a beast who 
tiSiS eaten his fill. But in the fifth act there is a change. 
"^This is still the big, burly, fleshly, handsome-looking 
Thacie ; here is .^till the same face which in tjie earlier acts 
could be superficially good-humoured and sometimes 
royally courteous. But now the atmosphere of blood, 
which pervades the whole tragedy, h^s entered into the 
mail and subdued him to its own nature ; and an indescrib- 
able degradation, a slackness and pufflness, has overtaken 
his features. He has breathed the air of carnage, and 
supped full of horrors. Lad/ Macbeth complains of the 
smell of blood on^her hand : Macbeth makes no complaint 
— he has ceased to notice it now ; bili; the same smell is in 
his nostrils. A contained fury and disgust possesses him. 
He taunts the messenger and the doctor as people would 
taifcxt their mortal enemies. And, indeed, as he knows 
right wellj^every one in his enemy now, except his wife. 
About her he questions the doctor with something like a 
last human anxiety ; and, in tones- of grisly mystery, asks 
him if he can “ ministOrHo a m’jnd diseased.” When the 
news^of her deach is firoi^ght him, he is staggered and falls 
into a seat ; but som^li®^ is anything we can call 
grief that he aisplays. 'There had teen two of them against 
God and man ; and no^;, '»vhen there is only ona^ it makes 
perhaps less difference than^he had expected, -^d so her 
death is not only an affliction, but one mora disillusion ; 
and he redoubles in bitterness. T^he speech that follows, 
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givei^with tragic cynicism Ai every word, is a dirge, not so 
nfuch for her as for himself. From that ti/ie forth there 
is rfothing human left in him, only “ the fiend of Scotland,*' 
Macduff’s “ hell-hound,** whom, with a stern glee, we see 
baited lik^a bear and hunted down like a wolf. is 
inspired and set above fiAe by a demoniacal energy, a lust 
of wounds and slaughter. lEven after he •meets Macduff 
his courage does not fail ; but when he hears the Thane 
was not borif of woman, all virtue goes ouf of him ; and 
though he speaks sounding words of defiance, the la«t 
combat is little better than a suicide. 

The whole performance iJ, as I said, so full of gusto and 
a headlong unity ; the peisonality of Macbeth is so sharj? 
and powerful ; and within these somewhat narrow limitii 
there is so much play and saliency that, so far as conc-irng 
Salvini himself, a third great success seems indubitable. 
Unfortunately^, however, a great actor cannot fill more than 
a ver)r bjuall fraction of the boards •, and though Banquo’s 
ghost will probabjy be more seasonable in his future 
apparitions, there are some more inherent difliculties in 
the piece. The company at large did not distinguish them- 
selves. Macduff, to the huge delight of the gallery, out- 
Macduff’d the average ranter. The lady v/ho filled J^he 
principal female part has done better o* other occasion^, 
but 1 fear she has no* metal for w^hat she tried last week. 
Not to succeed in the sleep-walking scene is to make a 
memorable failure. As it was given, it succeeded in being 
wrong in art without being true to nature. ^ 

And there is yet another difficulty, happily easy to 
reform, which somewhat interfered with the success of the 
performance. At the ,end of the incantation scene the 
Italian translator has miyii Maoboth fall insiensible upon 
the stage. T]|is is a change of qu^stibnablf propriety .from 
a psychological point of view ; wljile in point of view of 
effect it leaves the sta^ for some Vioments' empty of all 
business., To remedy this, a of green ballet-girls 

came fortff and pointed their toes about the* prostrate king* 
A dance of (ligh Church cuAtes, or a hornpipe by Mr! 
T. P.itooke, would not be mor^ out of the^key ; thotfgh 
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the gravity of a Scots audience ^as not to be overcome| and 
they merely ci^'^ressed their disapprobation by a round olf 
moderate hisses, a similar irruption of Christmas, fairies 
would most likely convulse a London theatre from pit to 
gallery with inextinguishable laughter. It is, I afa told, the 
Italian tradition ; but it is one^ more honoured in the 
breach than the'observance. With the total disappearance 
of these damsels, with a stronger Lady Macbeth, and, if 
possible, with some compression of those sceflcs in which 
Silvini does not appear, and the spectator is left at the 
mercy of Macduffs and Duncans, the play would go twice 
|s well, and we should be better able to follow and enjoy 
an admirable work of dralnatic art. 



»III 

BAG%TER’S PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 


I HAVE here before an edition of the PilgnnCs 
bound in green, without a date, and describedi 
as “ illustrated by nearly three hundred engravings, an^ 
memoir of Bunyan.’* On the outside it is lettered “ Bag- 
ster’s Illustrated Edition,** and after the author's apolog^ 
facing the firgt page of the tale, a foldings pittonal “i^lan 
of the Road ” is marked as “ drayn by the late Mr. T, 
Conder," and engraved by J. Basire. No further informa- 
tion is anywhere vouchsafed ; perhaps the publishers had 
judged the work too unimportant ; and we are still left 
ignorant whether or not we owe the woodcuts fi the body 
of the volume to the same^hand that drew the plan. It 
seems, however, more than probable. The literal particu- 
larity of mind which, in the map, laid ^own the flower- 
plots in the devil’s ^rden, and carefully introduced the 
court-house in the town of Vanity, is closely paralleled in 
many of the cuts ; and in both, the architecture of jjie 
buildings and the disposition of the gardens have.a kindred 
and entirely English air. Whoever he w^as, tht author of 
these wonderful little pictures may lay claim to be thp best 
illustrator of Bunyan.^ ’*Th^ are not only good illustrations 
like so many others ; but tfiey areuifte^so few, §ood illustra- 
tions of BunjUin. Their spirit, ki defect* and quality, is 

9 % 

1 The illustrator was, in fact^a lady. Miss Eftnice Bagster, elckst daughter 
of the publisher, Samuel Bagster ; excepUin^he case of the cuts depicting 
the fight witli'Apollyon, which were designed by her brother, Mr. Jonatkaiv 
Bagster. Thc^ edition was published 4n 1845. ^ indebted for this 
informa^k^ to tiffe kindness of Mr. Robert Bagster, the present managing 
director of the firm. — ^[E d.]. ^ . a . 
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still the same as his own. The^esigner also has lain- (} own 
and dreamed dream, as literal, as quaint, and almost & 
apposite as Runyan’s ; and text and pictures m^He Brut 
thq,two sides of the same homespun yet impassioned story. 
To do justice to the designs, it will be necessar)fto say, for 
the hundredth time, a word or ti^ro about the masterpiece 
which they adofn. 

All allegories have a tendency to escape from the purpose 
of their creators ; and as the characters a!id incidents 
become more and more interesting in themselves, the 
moral, which these were to show forth, falls more and more 

i nto neglect. An architect maj^ command a wrpath of vine 
eaves r^und the cornice 'of a monument ; but if, as each 
feaf came from the chisel, it took proper life and fluttered 
•4.ee?ly on the wall, and if the vine grew, and the building 
were hidden ever with foliage and fruit, the ar^chitect would 
stand in much the same situation as the writer of allegories. 
The Faery Queen was an allegory, I am willing to believe ; 
but it survives as an imaginative tale in incomparable verse. 
The case of Runyan is widely different ; and yet in this also 
Allegory, poor nymph, although never quite forgotten, is 
sometimes rudely thrust against the wall. Runyan was 
fem-ently in earnest ; with Ifis fingers in his ears, he ran 
oh,” straight fof his mark. He tells us himself, in the 
conclusion to the first part, that he liid not fear to raise a 
laugh ; indeed, he feared nothing, and said anything ; and 
he was greatly served in this by a certain rustic privilege 
ofSns style, which, like the talk of strong uneducated men, 
when it dqes not impress by its force, still charms by its 
simplicity. The mere story and the allegorical design 
enjoyed perhaps his equal favour# He believed in both 
w'ith an energy of faith that was^capable of moving moun- 
tains. And we<Siave \o remark in him, not tl.e parts where 
inspiration fails and is^supplied by cold and merely decora- 
tive invention, but tht- parts whe^e faith has grown to be 
credulity, and his chaK:cters become so real t^ him that 
;hb forgets the end of their creation. We can follow him 
step by step into the trap which he lays for himself by his 
Own entire good faith . an4 triumphant literality or vision, 
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till the .trap closes and shut^jiim in an inconsistency. The 
allegories of the Interpreter and of the Shj^herds of the 
Detectable Mountains arc all actually performed, like 
stage-plays, before the pilgrims. The son of Mr. Grcjjt- 
grace visi^y “ tumbles hills about with his words.’' 
Adam the First has his ctmdemnation written visibly on 
his forehead, so that Faithfii reads it. At the very instant 
the net closes round the pilgrims, “ the white robe falls 
from the blatk man’s body.” Despair “ gclteih him a 
grievous crab -tree cudgel ” ; it was in ” sunshiny weather • 
that he had his fits ; and the birds in the grove about the 
House Beautiful, “ our coiAitry birds,” only sing their ^ 
little pious verses at the spring, \vhcn*the flowers^appear 
and the sun shines warm.” ” 1 often,” says Piety, “ go out tc^ 
hear them ; we also ofttimes keep them tame on our housft.’** 
The post between Beulah and the Celestial pity sounds his 
horn, as you*may yet hear in country places. Madam 
BubbL, that “ tall, comely dame, sAmething of a swarthy 
complexion, in very pleasant attire, but old,” ” gives you 
a smile at the end or each sentence ” — a real woman she ; 
we all know her. Christiana dying ” gave Mr. J^tand-fast 
a ring,” for no possible reason in the allegory, merely 
because the touch was huihan and alfcctiiig. Lookout 
Great-heart, with his soldierly ways, garrison ways, as f 
had almost called ihera ; with his taste in weapons ; his 
delight in any that “ he found to be a man of his hands ” ; 
his chivalrous point of honour, letting Giant Maul get up 
again when he was down, a thing fairly flying in the terni 
of the moral ; above all, with his language in the yiimitable 
tale of Mr. Fearing : “ I thought 1 should have lost my 
man ” — ” chicken -hcart(;d ” — ” at last he came in, afid I 
will say that for my lord, J^carri^iit wonderful lovingly 
to him.” This js no Independent rginiSter ;«this is a stout, 
honest, big-busted ancient, adjustiijg his shoulder-belts, 
twirling his long moustaches as he speaks. Last ajid most 
remarkable, “ My sword,” says# tite dying Valiant-for- 
Truth, he i?l whom Great-heart delighted, my sword ? 
give to hiro^th^t shall succeed me in my pilgrimage and 
my courl^e apd skill to hm that ca^ g§t it'" A^d after tins 
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boast, more ^rogantly unorthodox than was ever di earned 

of by the rejected Ignorance, we are told that “ all tfie 
trumpets sounded for him on the other side.*’ 

, f*^n every page the book is stamped with the same energy 
of vision and the same energy pf belief. Thb' quality is 
equally and incjifferently displayed in the spirit of the fight- 
ing, the tenderness of the patAos, the startling vigour and 
strangeness of the incidents, the natural strain of the con- 
versations, and the humanity and charm of tiie characters. 
Trivial talk over a meal, the dying words of heroes, the 
delights of Beulah or the Celestial City, Apollyon, and my 
rLord Hategood, Great-heart, and Mr. Worldjy Wiseman, 
^all have been imagined with the same clearness, all written 
of with equal gusto and precision, all created in the same 
''ihixed element, of simplicity that is almost comical, and 
art that. Tor its* purpose, is faultless. , 

It wa^in much the spme spirit that our artist sat down to 
his drawings. He is by nature a Bunyan of the pencil. He, 
too, will draw anything, from a butcher at work on a dead 
sheep, up to the courts ot Heaven. “ A Lamb for Supper ” 
is the nantij of one of his designs, “ Their Glorious Entry ” 
of another. He has the same disregard for the ridiculous, 
?ifd enjoys somewhat of the same privilege of style, so that 
we are pleased even when we laugh the most. He is literal 
to the verge of folly. If dust is to be raised from the un- 
swept parlour, you may be sure it will “ fly abundantly ” 
ill the picture. If Faithful is to lie “ as dead ” before 
Mises, dead he shall lie with a warrant — dead and stiff like 
granite ; nay (and here the artist must enhance upon the 
symbolism of the author), it is with the identical stone 
tables of the law that Moses fells the sinner. Good and bad 
people, whdm we af bnbe distftxguish in the text by their 
names, Hopefifl, Honest , and Valiant-for-T\*uth on the one 
hand, as against By-rmds, Sir Having Greedy, and the 
Lord CXd-man on the other, are in these drawings as 
^|imply distinguished^/ their costume. Gj^od people, 
' when not armed cap-i-picy wear a speckled tumc girt about 
tbe waist, and low hats, apparently of straw. B^ people 
swagger in fail-coats and chimney-pots, a few with knee- 
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breeches, but the large maj<A^ty in trousers, and for all the 
wCrld like guests at a garden-party. Woj/dly Wiseman 
alorfe, by some inexplicable quirk, stands before Christian 
in laced hat, embroidered waistcoat, and trunk-hose. Qnt 
above all examples of this artist’s intrepidity, commend me 
to the print entitled “ Christian Finds it Deep.” “ A 
great darkness and horror,’* says the text, "have fallen on 
the pilgrim ; it is the comfortless death-bed with which 
Bunyan so strikingly concludes the sorrows and conflicts 
of his hero. How to represent this worthily the artist kne^ 
not ; and yet he was determined to represent it somehow. 
This was how he did : HopSful is still shown to his neck 
above the water of death ; but Christian has bodily dis- 
appeared, and a blot of solid blackness indicates his place 
As you continue to look at these pictures, about an irfblf 
square for the most part, sometimes printed ^hree or more 
to the page, and each having a printed legend of its own, 
however irivial the event recorded, "you will soon become 
aware of two thing^: first, that the man can draw, and, 
second, that he possesses the gift of an imagination. 
” Obstinate reviles,” says the legend ; and you Jihould see 
Obstinate reviling. ” He warily retraces his steps ” ; and 
there is Christian, posting through the plain, terror dmd^ 
speed in every muscle. ” Mercy yearns tef go ” shows you 
a plain interior with pjcking going forward, and, right in 
the middle, Mercy yearning to go — every line of the girl’s 
figure yearning. In ” The Chamber called Peace ” we see 
a simple English room, bed with white curtains, ^wind«^ 
valance and door, as may be found in many thousand un- 
pretentious houses ; but far off, through the open window, 
we behold the sun upijsing out of a great plain, 'and 
Christian hails it with his Jwnd : • 

“Wh?re am I now! is this th? love and care 
Of Jesus, for the men that pilgr^^s are 1 * 

Thus to provide I* That I shoujd be forgiven ! 

-J^nd dwell alrcad 7 the next*do^ to heaven 1 ** 

A page or two fiirther, from the top of the House Beautifu^, 
the damfels point his gaze toward® the D^electable Moun- 
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tains : “ The Prospect/’ so th^ cut is ticketed — and I shall 
be surprised, \?f on less than a square of paper you c&n 
show me one so wide and fair. Down a cross-ro^d oil an 
Eijglish plain, a cathedral city outlined on the horizon, 
a hazel shaw upon the left, comes Madam Warfu)n dancing 
with her fair enchanted cup, and Faithful, book in hand, 
half pauses. The cut is pcrflct as a symbol : the giddy 
movement of .the sorceress, the uncertain pose of the man 
struck to the heart by a temptation, the crfntrast of that 
dVen plain of life whereon he journeys with the bold, ideal 
bearing of the wanton — the artist who invented and 
rportrayed this had not merely read Bunyan,^he had also 
thoughtfully lived! I'He Delectable Mountains — I con- 
*tinue skimming the first part — are not on the whole happily 
^ireildered. Once, and once only, the note is struck, when 
Christiaif and , I lopeful are seen coming, shoulder-high, 
through a thicket of green shrubs — box, perhaps, or 
perfumed nutmeg ; while behind them, domed or pointed, 
the hills stand ranged against the sky. ^ A little further, and 
we come to that masterpiece of Bunyan’s insight into life, 
the Enchanted Ground ; where, in a few traits, he has set 
down the latter end of such a number of the would-be 
gcfed ; where his allegory gbes so deep that, to people 
looking seriously on life, it cuts like satire. The true 
significance of this invention lies, oC course, far out of the 
way of drawing ; only one feature, the great tedium of the 
land, the growing weariness in well-doing, may be some- 
what represented in a symbol. The pilgrims are near the 
end : “ Miles Yet,” says the legend. The road goes 
ploughing up and down over a rolling heath ; the way- 
farers, with outstretched arms, are already sunk to the 
knees over the brow < of the nearest hill ; they have just 
passed a milesConc witlj the cipher two ; ffom overhead a 
great, piled 3^ summer gumulus, as of a slumberous summer 
afternooift, beshadowd them : tw^ miles I it might be hun- 
dreds. In dealing wifiu tiie Land of Beulah the artist lags, 
fci both parts, ^miserably behind the text, but ih the distant 
prospect of the Celestial City more than regains his own. 
You will remember when Christian and Hopeffti “ with 
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d|sir« * fell sick.” “ Effect of the Sunbeams ” is the 
artist’s title. Against the sky, upon a cliffy/mountain, the 
radiant .temple beams upon them over deep, subjacent 
woods ; they, behind a mound, as if seeking shelter f|yp 
the splendour — one prostrate on his face, one kneeling, 
and with hands ecstatically Hfted — yearn with passion after 
that immortal city. Turn ihe page, and we behold them 
walking by the very shores of death ; Heaven, from this 
nigher view, nas risen half-way to the zenith, and sheds 
a wider glory ; and the two pilgrims, dark against that 
brightness, walk and sing ouj of the fullness of their hearts. 
No cut mor^ thoroughly illustrates at oiue »he merit and| 
the weakness of the artist. Each pilgrim sings with a book 
in his grasp — a family Bible at the least for bigness ; tomet 
so recklessly enormous that our second impulse is^ tfi 
laughter. An^f yet that is not the first thoughf, ndr perhaps 
the last. Something in the attitude of the manikins — faces 
they have none, they are too small tor that — something in 
the way they swiftg these monstrous volumes to their 
singing, something perhaps borrowed from the text, some 
subtle differentiation from the cut that went before and 
the cut that follows after — something, at least, speaks 
clearly of a fearful joy, of Heaven seen from the death-lje^, 
of the horror of the last passage no less tffin of the glorious 
coming home. Therc^is that in the action of one of them 
which always reminds me, with a difference, of that haunt- 
ing last glimpse of Thomas Idle, travelling to Tyburn in 
the cart. Next come the Shining Ones, woyden ffid 
trivial enough ; the pilgrims pass into the river^; the blot 
already mentioned settles over and obliterates Christian. 
In two more cuts we behold them drawing nearer to the 
other shore ; and then, b0l^^ecn igidiant angels, one of 
whom points upwards, we see thenvnountir^ in new wdeds, 
their former lendings left behind tl^m on thf inky river. 
More angels meet them^ Heaven i 5 displayed, »nd if no 
better, certainly no worse, thaA if has b^n shown by 
others — a pjace, at least, infinitely populous and glorioire! 
with lij^t — a# place that haunts solemnly the hearts jof 
children. And then thi^symbolit draug|jitsman once more 
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strikes into his proper vein. ' 1 ‘hree cuts conclude the fijdt 
part. In theV?rst the gates close, black against the glory 
struggling from within. The second shows us Ignorance 
- 7 -olas 1 poor Arminian I — hailing, in a sad twilight, the 
ferryman Vain-Hope ; and in the third we feehold him, 
bound hand and foot, and black already with the hue of his 
eternal fate, carried high ovct the mountain-tops of the 
world by two. angels of the anger of the Lo^d. “ Carried 
to Another Place,** the artist enigmatically names his plate 
— a terrible design. 

Wherever he touches on ^he black side of the super- 
f natural his pencil grows more daring and incisive. He 
has many true inventions in the perilous and diabolic ; 
Se has many startling nightmares realised. It is not easy 
\t) 'select the best ; some may like one and some another ; 
the‘nudfe, <tep'lated devil bounding and, casting darts 
against the Wicket Gate ; the scroll of flying horrors that 
hang over Christian by the Mouth of Hell ; the horned 
shade that comes behind him whispering blasphemies ; 
the daylight breaking through that rent cave-mouth of the 
mountain^' and falling chill adown the haunted tunnel ; 
Christian's further progress along the causeway, between 
thC'two black pools, where, at every yard or two, a gin, a 
pitfall, or a snafe awaits the passer-by — loathsome white 
devilkins harbouring close under the bank to work the 
springes, Christian himself pausing and pricking with his 
sword’s point at the nearest noose, and pale discomfortable 
mSUntaius rising on the farther side ; or yet again, the 
two ill-favoured ones that beset the first of Christian's 
journey, with the frog-like structure of the skull, the 
frog-like limberness of limbs — orafty, slippery, lustful- 
looking devils, drawp Sd^ays ift'^tline as though possessed 
of a dim, inferflal luminosity. Horrid felloes are they, one 
and all ; horrid fellogvs and horrific scenes. In another 
spirit thftit Good-Codscience “ t€ whom Mr. Honest had 
spoken in hia lifetime^* k cowled, grey, awfuj. figure, one 
* fend pointing to the heayenly shore, realises, I will not 
all, but some at least of the strange impressi^ness of 
Bunyan's words. ^ It is no easy nqr pleasant thing to speak 
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in orys’s lifetime with Goorf-Conscience ; he is an austere, 
ilhearthly friend, whom maybe Torquem^a knew ; and 
th(? folds of his raiment are not merely claustral, but have 
something of the horror of the pall. Be not afraid, hjjw- 
ever ; wii^f the hand of that appearance Mr. Honest will 
get safe across. • 

Yet perhaps it is in sequences that this 'artist best dis- 
plays himself. He loves to look at either side of a thing ; 
as, for instance, when he shows us both sides of the wall — 
“ Grace Inextinguishable " on the one side, with the de^l 
vainly pouring buckets on the flame, and “ The Oil of 
Grace ” on the other, wheSre the Holy Spirit, vessel ii^i 
hand, still secretly supplies the lire. 'He loves, ^Iso, to 
show us the same event twice over, and to repeat hit 
instantaneous photographs at the interval of but a momtSn^. 
So we have, first, the whole troop of Pilgfi»s coming up 
to Valiant, ancl Great-heart to the front, spear in hand and 
parleying ; and the next, the sanfe cross-roads, from a 
more distant view, the convoy now scattered and looking 
safely and curiously on, and Valiant handing over for 
inspection his “ right Jerusalem blade.” It i% true that 
his designer has no great care after consistency : Apollyon’s 
spear is laid by, his quiver bf darts will disappear, when- 
ever they might hinder the designer's fieedom ; and the 
fiend’s tail is blobbed ®r forked at his good pleasure. But 
this is not unsuitable to the illustration of the fervent 
Bunyan, breathing hurry and momentary inspiration. 
He, with his hot purpose, hunting sinners with a laa^o, 
shall himself forget the things that he has writteq^esterday. 
He shall first slay Heedless in the Valley of the Shadow, 
and then take leave of hi/n talking in his sleep, as if nothing 
had happened, in an arbflur on ithe Enchanted Ground. 
And again, in ^is rhymed prolog^^ hi shalk assign some of 
the glory of tne siege of Doubting jUastle to his favourite 
Valiant-for-Truth, who ^id not meet with die Jiesiegers 
till long after, at that dangerous.. -fcorner Deadman’s 

Lane. And, with all inconsistencies and freedoms, theite; 
is a power shpwn in these sequences of cuts : a power of 
joinin^on one action or^onc hunjour to pother ; a po^er 
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of following out the moods, even of the dismal ‘ sybter- 
human fiendsVojngendered by the artist’s fancy ; a power 
of sustained continuous realisation, step by step, ineHatu’fe’s 
o/der, that can tell a story, in-all its ins and outs, its pauses 
and surprises, fully and figuratively, like the aH of words. 

One such sequence is the fight of Christian and Apollyon 
— six cuts, weird and fiery, like the text. The pilgrim is 
throughout a pale and stockish figure ; but the devil 
covers a multitude of defects. There is no Better devil of 
tile conventional order than our artist’s Apollyon, with his 
mane, his wings, his bestial legs, his changing and terrify- 
fing expression, his infernal energy to slay. Ir\.cut the first 
you se« him afar bff, still obscure in form, but already 
formidable in suggestion. Cut the second, “ The Fiend 
hi Discourse,” represents him, not reasoning, railing rather, 
shaking His spear at the pilgrim, his shoulder^ advanced, his 
tail writhing in the air, his foot ready for a spring, while 
Christian stands back a little, timidly defensive. The third 
illustrates these magnificent words “ Then Apollyon 
straddled quite over the whole breadth of the way, and 
said, I airt void of fear in this matter : prepare thyself to 
die ; for I swear by my infernal den that thou shalt go no 
farther : here will 1 spill ihy soul 1 And with that he threw 
a flaming dart at^'his bieast.” In the cut he throws a dart 
with either hand, belching pointed flames out of his 
mouth, spreading his broad vans, and straddling the while 
a^oss the path, as oniy a fiend can straddle who has just 
ST^rn by his infernal den. The defence will not be long 
against sufli vice, such flames, such red-hot nether energy. 
And in the fourth cut, to be sure, he has leaped bodily 
upoii his victim, sped by foot and pinion, and roaring as 
he leaps. The fiftlj ^bws thouclimacteric of the battle ; 
Christian has Reached ijimbly out and got^iis sword, and 
dealt that ^eadly ho^ne-thrust, the fiend still stretched 
upon himi, but ” givilig back, aspne that had received his 
mortal wound-’’ Th^^raised head, the bellowing mouth, 
‘ fee paw clapped upon the sword, the one T^ng relaxed 
iH^ agony, all realise vividly these words of thfi text. In the 
sixth and la«t. t^e trivial armed^figure of the pflgrim is 
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Seenjtriceling with clasped^ hands on the betrodden scene 
01 contest and among the shivers of the d^ts ; while just 
at the margin the hinder quarters and the tail of Apollyon 
are whisking off, indignant and discomfited. ^ 

In one pbint only do these pictures seem to be unworthy 
of the text, and that point is one rather of the difference 
of arts than the difference of artists. Throughout his best 
and worst, in his highest and most divine imaginations as 
in the narrowest sallies of his sectarianism, the human- 
hearted piety of Bunyan touches and ennobles, convince, 
accuses the reader. Through no art besides the art of 
words can ijie kindness of adman’s affecpons be expressed^ 
In the cuts you shall find faithfully parodied the qi^iintness 
and the power, the triviality and the surprising freshne^ 
of the author’s fancy ; there you shall find him outstrip^wl 
in ready syntj^olism and the art of bringin^4feings essenti- 
ally invisible before the eyes : but to feel the contact of 
essential goodness, to be made in Idve with piety, the book 
must be read and ijot the prints examined. 

Farewell should not be taken with a grudge ; nor can 
I dismiss in any other words than those of igratitude a 
series of pictures which have, to one at least, been the 
visible embodiment of Budyan from childhood up, •and 
shown him, through all his years, Greal^heait lungeing at 
Giant Maul, and ApcMlyon breathing fire at Christian, and 
every turn and town along the road to the Celestial City, 
and that bright place itsSelf, seen as to a stave of music, 
shining afar off upon the hill-top, the candle of the w*i1d. 
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D r. JOHN BROWN calls this, in his pleasant preface 
to it, a delightful book' and Dr. John^ Brown is a 
'good judge. A delightful book it certainly is, and delightful 
hi no ordinary way. Although it is not thirty years since 
tfce^ author left it unfinished at his death, it is already in 
some; sense antiquity. The style is farthjpr away from 
us than many styles older in date. There is throughout a 
sort of ponderous editorial levity, that has now gone some- 
what into disuse. We are saluted as “ gentle reader ** and 
gentlest of all readers,’* Social gossip about men and 
things and perpetual compliments to the nobility and 
gentry, by whose estates the river may chance to go, speak 
to u«5 of a time when Scotland \Vas to some extent a separate 
country and an atithor could address himself to a Scottish 
public, almost small enough to d^erve the name of a 
clique and with a clique’s special knowledge and special 
readiness to be pleased. In speaking to us as he does, we 
fedKthat the author is treating us as one of the family. His 
garrulourhfss has all the character of personal intercourse. 
We begin to regard his “ old and much valued friend 
Genetal Sir James Russel,” as ant old and much valued 
friend of our* own ; atdefist, wtwe sure the author would 
be ghd to give us anoint jpduction, not only#o him, but to 
all the friends and acpuaintances who come in his way, 
and so frsnk^to us, fof a whole holiday, from one country 

. ^ Scottish kiveft. By the late Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, Baronet, author 
of the “ Morayshire Floods,’’ etc. (With illustrations by the*Author and a 
preface by John Brown, M.D., author of “Rab and kis Friei^a,” etc* 
(Edinburgh: Edivoz^ton and. Do4\gla8, 1874). 
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^uae'to another, all over ^Tweeddale and the valley of the 
Tyne. 

This* is just one of the qualities that make the book 
delightful.^ It is in no literary sense, it is merely fron|^t]ie 
pleasure" ^f making a Jovable acquaintance and going 
through interesting scenerv, that we can Record it merit. 
We have called the style eaitorial ; indeed, it is not unlike 
that of a provincial editor *s description of the annual 
games, with just such little touches of personal compliment 
as the editor would deal out to his distinguished fellotv- 
townsmen and the various successful competitors. Now, 
at a first sight, one would have thought that a book like thi^ 
would depend almost entirely upon style ; tha^ a book 
which merely promises to set forth to us, with appropriaffe 
gossip, the changeful character of the valley of one i^^^r 
after another* if it failed in the point of *rmd descriptive 
writing, would be a failure altogether. But we have a 
proof to the contrary before us. Scottish Rivers is a 
delightful book, in#virtue of the delightful character of the 
author and the delightful character of his subject. It is all 
about things that are in themselves agreeable. I'he natural 
heart of man is made happy by hearing that the wild cattle 
of Et trick Forest were three times the size of those k^t qt 
Chillingham ; and all the more, perhaps, •if we do not know 
what that was — ^therfe is the more rein for picturesque 
imagination. We should be very sorry for any one who did 
not care to hear about Thomas the Rhymer and the Bljick 
Dwarf ; about border-rivers, fugitive Jacobites, ajid hiflited 
Covenanters. The breath of Walter Scott hv gone out 
over these dry bones of old Scotch history ; the work of 
imagination is done to our hand ; and as we turn over these 
leaves, just as when we^&llow^tlfe^ actual course of the 
rivers themsdlves, we are accompanied the pageant 
world of the Waverley Novels, anri Marmiot^ and the Lay 
of the Last Minstrel. • / • 

Moreover, there is a great deaA ot quotation in the book ; 
not only Scott, but all manner /)f old ballads and old sonjsj 
take tjje tale,fiow and again, out of the mouth of the autljpr ; 
and the pages are pleasantly broken up jind lightened with 
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these snatches of verse. It is Ae fashion nowadays to run 
down this go(A^ old custom of quotation ; we write prose 
so admirably, it seems, that these scraps would give even 
paip to the cultured reader,, as an interruption to the 
sustained measure of the sentences. It may^be so, but 
there is something to be said on the other side ; and we 
greet some famfliar passage when we find it in another man’s 
book, like a friend in strange company. 

The great point, however, in this book ifpon Scottish 
riVers, is the sincerity of the author’s own delight in the 
stories he repeats, the verses he quotes, the scenery and 
^he animals he seeks to describe to us. It is l^y this sense 
of enjoyment that the whole book is kept alive. Some- 
Ames it crops out in one way, sometimes in another, some- 
tiintjs it is his passion for fishing that adds gusto to what he 
has to sayof^ place — as for example : “ Bqlow Kirkurd, 
the Tairth runs through a scries of valuable water meadows, 
in a deep and uniform^stream, resentbling in character an 
English river ; and,” he adds, “ we ar(j much mistaken if 
it be not full of fine fat trouts.” One can hear the smack of 
the lips ini these words. His whole past life has been so 
pleasant ; he has such a host of sunny recollections, that 
tjxe^one jostles the other and* they come tumbling forth 
together in a hafpy confusion : his basket is so full of 
those ” fine fat trouts ” of the memc^y, that it is a sight to 
see him empty it before us. Even fishing is passed by in 
superior ecstasies : ” This is one of the most beautiful 
parK» of tl;ie Tweed,” he says, ” and well do we remember 
the day wl^en, wandering in our boyhood up hither from 
Melrose, we found ourselves for the first time in the midst 
of scenery so grand and beautiful.! The rod was speedily 
put up, and ^ the fly-h^ol: was'oKchanged for the sketch- 
book We wanricreef abput from point to plaint, now and 
then reclining on the, grass, and sometimes, from very 
wantonnoGS, wading irtto the shalk^ws of the dear stream ; 
and so we passed zwaf some hours of luxurious idleness, 
life pleasure of which we shall never cease to rgmember.” 

Is not that passage enough to convince,, the reader ? 

He* will find the book full of the life. He will find tffat this 

• ■ 
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manaiiot very wise perhapt, certainly not very cunning in 
vfords, had a great faculty of pleasurable rec^ection, that he 
noficei, things more closely than most oi us, and liked 
them better, and that he could speak of what he ^us 
observed 4ifid loved in a plain diffuse way that is full of 
gusto and most truly human. 

And the last thing to be mought of, is that the book was 
written during the author’s final illness. “ What a place 
for linnets’ iifists and primroses in the lovely springtime of 
the year 1 ” he exclaims, as the name Blackford Hill comSs 
from under his pen. Would one not fancy that he was a 
schoolboy vjith forty springfimes before Iiiin ? It is easy,^ 
after this, to believe what Lord Cockbifrn said of him, that 
his dying deserves to be remembered, for it reconcilet 
one to the act.” • • 
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A QUIET CORNER OF ENGLAND i 

** A BUILDING,’* says Mr. Champneys, “ can never 
jTVbe like a picture, compltte within the limits of its 
frame and independ(^nt of influences beyond. ‘It must be 
studied upon its o^yn site, and under all the conditions of 
hj^tpry, landscape and neighbourhood.** We may amplify 
this idea ^ little, or rather put it in terms a little more 
general : The aflthor wishes people to look ^t what they 
see with their eyes op^^n, and not isolate special things 
artificially, and look at these only to the exclusion of the 
others. He is not one of those who say’chey are looking at 
a church when they are looking, in truth, at a church, 
complicatea with a confusion of roofs, and chimneys 
connecting itself naturally with the sweep of the street 
that^eads up to and relieved against the blue distance 
and the bright sky on the horizon. A building is a building, 
indeed, but it is much more. It makes or mars the land- 
scape, it completes or nullifies the profile of a town upon a 
hiiC-^op. I have in my eye two notable instances. In one, 
a block of 'high barracks, built in late days upon the battle- 
ments of aif old citadel, falls admirably into harmony with 
the sit?iation, and carries up into the sky-line the sentiment 
of the steep rock upon ^l^jch t!\e^lice is founded ; so that, 
although a commonplace structure in itself, it has become 
the most impressive, afid I had almost s^id the most 
romantic, feature of tbf pile. In the other, a monumental 

f« ^ * If 

1 A Quiet Cornar of England : ^otudies of Landscape and Architecture in 
W&cheUeo, Rye, and the Romney Marsh. By Basil Chaippnew, B.A., 
Aichitect. With numerous Illustrations by Alfred Dawson. (Londons 
Seeley, Jactnon, and HalUday, iSyp. i 
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towei;of some architectural^retensions has been put upon 
a J)oor hill, the last buttress of a grand walU) mountains ; 
and thp^e who remember the hill before if was thus bur- 
thened, the whole scene before it was thus burlesqi^d 
and stultified, can alone appreciate the evil that has ^en 
effected. * 

The most delicate shadow of religion Aiay be traced 
between the sentiment of a building and the sentiment of 
its surroundings. And in no place is this religion so 
delicate and amiable, at least for Englishmen, as in quiA 
corners of England, such as the one Mr. Chainpneys has 
set himself tp realise for us. ’Ife was moved, he tells us, by^ 
“ a jealous desire that the modest and homely landscape 
and architecture of our own country should receive mord 
general appreciation.” He has been justly irritated* at 
that very pii^chbeck and undiscriminati/ig'' enthusiasm 
which inspires so many of the readers of the Continental 
Bradshaw and the followers after Mr. Cook. 

“ Those,” he s^ys, “ whose association with either 
landscape or art is more or less occasional, naturally find 
grandeur more effective than modesty, scale mdre easy to 
appreciate than sentiment. But such emotions as are 
engendered exclusively by gorgeous effects are apt tG#b^ 
sensational, and are neither so wholesome? nor so enduring 
as those which arise iit a homely atmosphere. Moreover, 
familiarity with the more specious is apt to render the more 
modest permanently insipid.” 

There is a great deal of truth in this, and yet I sjioulc^be 
inclined to regard this exclusive preference for;, Alps and 
Pyramids as entirely exotic to the heart of Englishmen. 
If this tare has grown up among us, it is because an ehemy 
came by night and sowed^ic* — mafij» enemies rather : the 
whole generation of small poet^ and small romantic 
travellers — and because better huf^andmen^ have been 
remiss and let the good siied lie idle. •And so we riay have 
all hope of the ultimate success cif bboks suc^ as this, and 
the better sjSirit of which they are the sign. The English ' 
are a docile pqpple in such matters : they will gladly leari^ 
from Mr. Champneys that there is a sentiment in Romney 
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Marsh as Well as in the Pyref^ees ; this acquisition will 
make it an easjer task for some one else to prove to *the!n 
the beauty of ^me other out-of-the way corner or beaten 
track ; and so line upon line, precept upon precept, they 
wlff become intelligently reconciled to the fashion of their 
own country, and learn, perhaps, some more refined 
conception of Aatural lovelineSki than a very big hill of no 
particular shape with some white snow upon the top of it. 

The district chosen by Mr. Champneys is one of some- 
what romantic geographical conditions. Out of a bay on 
the old coast line, still strongly marked and easily recognis- 
able for a coast line, the sea \ias gone back step by step, 
leaving |)chind it a t^reat*^flat. This flat is Ronli'ney Marsh. 
The chief note of the district is its amphibiousness ; and 
tbii is capitally realised for us in the book. Traces of the 
retirjng watQt^ are nowhere wanting. You can recognise 
what was once an island by the constraihed grouping 
together of trees and*' houses ; and what was once an 
estuary or lagoon, by bridges and stepging-stones now left 
high and dry for ever. On the horizon, ships in full sail 
seem mixe^l together with stationary trees and haystacks. 

‘‘ The more subtile effects,’* says Mr. Champneys, 
“ atij? as those upon the sea. You see the storm gathering 
ih the distance, ond-it sweeps over the ground self-con- 
tained, solid, and detached, neither* distorted nor delayed 
by any prominence ; the wind blows steady and undiverted; 
and the countryman who shows you a circuitous path to 
sbnge distant object on the open plain, has some story to 
tell of foi’r^er perils by sea. The farmers keep a few boats, 
and the retired sailors become farmers or farm labourers, 
and the old houses far inland are specially and elaborately 
planned for, hiding sqgu|;gled*gpods. Moreover, the sea, 
though from tfee de&d level it is actually t^nscen, is con- 
stantly present to the imagination as a haunting influence, 
and to tjie S’enses as A bright horizon of reflected light ; 
and the seashore is maftrkqji here and there by a few white- 
•.\«ished cottages and a flagstaff.** * 

This is very good, and there is more of a Rke quality. 
Altogether, yjrl^at with Mr. Champneys’ description and 
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some of" Mr. Damon’s illifetrations — ^that, for* instance, 
op{>osfte page iz and that at the foot of pag^ 6 i — Romney 
MaBsh becomes very distinct and familiar^o our minds 
before we have finished the little volume. 

Of the ^rious buildings that are brought out for’^S 
against this background, ihc various bits of architectural 
detail criticised — architectuAl detail of All sorts and 
descriptions down to the carpentry of certain prison doors 
at Rye, and a glazed cupboard from the inn at New Romney 
— I propose to say nothing. There is much to interest th<! 
reader : and here again some of Mr. Dawson’s etchings 
are worthy of all praise. Bui one must avoid falling into . 
the manner 6 f those critiques de ctitiquos that have.^tirred 
the scorn of Baudelaire, and many others who had a better* 
right, perhaps, to be scornful in such a case. So, without 
entering into any of the more particular poijtits here dpalt 
with, it will beS enough to say that all the criticism bears 
the stamp of strong personality. Mr. Champnevs is no 
more open to all the pleasurable details of art than angry 
against those whom lie considers as art’s banded enemies, 
and he is a very plain dealer when angry. Indee'J, some of 
the most entertaining passages of the volume are those in 
which he has suffered his r^hteous indignation to cayry., 
him away, and refers with truculent ironj#to “ the refined * 
and interesting zeal of .Protestantism,” or regrets the rash- 
ness which led him to “ anticipate that a Conservative 
Government would extend to our most valuable monu-^ 
ments some portion of that tenderness which it is supposed 
to show for abuses.” 



VI 
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BfiRANGER 

P IERRE JEAN DE BERANGER, the national song- 
writer of France, was born at Paris on the 19th of 
August, 1780. The aristocrilic particle before the name 
‘ was a piece of groundleiss vanity on the part bf his father, 
rwhich the poet found useful as well as a distinction. He 
Fas descended, in truth, from a tailor in the Rue Montor- 
guejl. Qf ft 4 ucation, in the narrower sense, he had but 
little. From the roof of his school he behflfid the capture 
of the Bastille, and this stirring memory was all that he 
acquired. Later on he passed some time in a school of 
P^ronne, founded by one Bellenglise on the principles of 
Rousseau where the boys were formed into clubs and 
regiments, and taught to play solemnly at politics and war. 
B^i;anger was president of the club, made speeches before 
\uch members convention as passed through P^ronne, 
and drew up addresses to Tallien or Robespierre at Paris. 
In the meanwhile he learned neither Greek nor Latin — 
not even French, it would appear ; for it was after he had 
school, from the printer Laisney, that he acquired the 
elements ^f grammar. His true education was of another 
sort. In^his childhood, shy, sickly, and skilful with his 
hands, as he sat at home alone to carve cherry stones, he 
was already forming (oarhimstel^ those habits of retirement 
and patient elaboration which influenced t^e whole tenor 
of his life and the cfiaracter of all that he wrote. At 
P6ronnq.he learned oftiis good au^t to be a stout republican; 
and from the doorstep qf her inn, on quiet evenings, he 
» tyould listen to the thunder of the guns before Valenciennes, 
and fortffy himself in his*» passionate love oP France and 
\iftvMtetor all things foreign. Although &e coukl never 
' * 17a ^ 
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read ^orace save in translalon, he had been educated on 
T<!l^maque, Racine, and the dramas of Volture, and taught 
from a phild in the tradition of all that is highest and most 
correct in French. 

After seWing his aunt for some time in the capacity of 
waiter, and passing some linie also in the printing office of 
one Laisney , he was taken to Paris by his father. Here he 
saw much low speculation and many low royalist intrigues. 
In 1802, in cohsequence of a distressing quarrel, he left his 
father and began life for himself in the garret of his evet*- 
memorable song. For two years he did literary hackwork 
when he coqld get it, and \#rote pastorals, epics, and all. 
manner of ambitious failures. At the end of that, period 
(1804) he wrote to Lucien Bonaparte, enclosing some o? 
these attempts. He was then in bad health, and in ifee 
last stage of n^isery. His watch was pledged .»» His ward- 
robe consisted of one pair of boots, one great-coat, one 
pair of trousers with a hole in the ‘Icnee, and “ three bad 
shirts which a frienrjly hand wearied itself in endeavouring 
to mend.” The friendly hand was that of Judith Frfcre, 
with whom he had been already more or less acquainted 
since 1796, and who continued to be his faithful com- 
panion until her death, three months before his owTf in, 
1857. She must not be confounded* wiih the Lisette of 
the songs ; the picccs^^ddrcsscd to her (La Bonne Vieille^ 
Maudit PrintempSy etc.) are in a very different vein. Lucien 
Bonaparte interested himself in the young poet, transferred 
to him his own pension of 1000 francs from theIn 5 titute,iAnd 
set him to work on siDeath of Nero. Five years late^, through 
the same patronage, although indirectly, B6ranger became 
a clerk in the Universityxat a salary of another thousand. 

Meanwhile he had writjfen n^i;^ songs of convivial 
occasions, andj}‘ to console himself.,un 3 er aW misfortune ” ; 
some, according to M. Boiteau, had ?jlrcady been published 
by his father ; but he sc^ no great store on them himself ; 
and it was only in 1812, while watching by the sick-bed of a 
friend, that'^it occurred to him to write down the best he 
could remember. Next year h 6 was elected to the Caveau 
ModetfiCy and his reputation as, a song-wrijter began^to 
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spread. Manuscript copies dl‘ Les Gueux^ Le Sinfteur^ 
above all of Le Rot d'Yvetot^ a satire against Napoleo\i, 
whom he was lo magnify so much in the sequel, .passed 
frqm hand to hand with acclamation. It was thus that all 
hipest works went abroad ; one man sang theifi*to another 
over all of France. He was the o^ily poet of modern times 
who could altdgether have di^ensed with printing. 

His first collection escaped censure. “ We must pardon 
many things to the author of Le Rot d'Vvetot,^* said 
Dbuis XVIII. The second (1821) was more daring. The 
apathy of the Liberal camp, he says, had convinced him of 
,the need of some bugle call awakening. T^his publica- 
tion los/ him his sit^iatioh in the University, and subjected 
him to a trial, a fine of 500 francs, and an imprisonment 
of •three months. Imprisonment was a small thing for 
Beranger/- At painte Pelagic he occupied a^room (it had 
just been quitted by Paul Louis Courier), warm, well- 
furnished, and preferfl)le in every way to his own poor 
todging, where the water froze on wintfr nights. He adds, 
oh the occasion of his second imprisonment, that he found 
a certain rfiarm in this quiet, claustral existence, with its 
regular hours and long evenings alone over the fire. This 
^ecQnd imprisonment of nine hionths, together with a fine 
and expenses anfDuitcing to 1,100 francs, followed on the 
appearance of his fourth collectictt. The Government 
proposed through Lafitte that, if he would submit to 
Jjidgment without appearing or making defences, he should 
onltj be condemned in the smallest penalty. But his public 
spirit mac^e him refuse the proposal ; and he would not 
even ask permission to pass his term of imprisonment in a 
tnaisetn de santiy although his health was more than usually 
feeble at the .time. Wlr-efx you^‘ have taken your stand in a 
contest with the Go^erpment, it seems lo ?>e,” he wrote, 
“ ridiculous to complain of the blows it inflicts on you, and 
impolitic to^furnish K with any^occasion of generosity. '' 
His first thought in LJ F<?rce was to alleviate the condition 
' of the other prisoners. \ 

In the resolution of July he took no inconsiderable part. 
Copies of his, song, Le. V(eux Drapeau, were seryecf\)ut to 
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the insurgent crowd. He lad been for long the intimate 
friend and adviser of the leading men ; ^d during the 
dedsive^ week his counsels went a good way towards 
shaping the ultimate result. “ As for the republic, jj^at 
dream of iriy old life,” he wrote in 1831, “ I did not wi^ 
it should be given us a ^cofid time unripe.” Louis 
Philippe, hearing how mdch the song- writer had done 
towards his elevation, expressed a wish to see and speak 
with him ; dut Beranger refused to present himself at 
court, and used his favour only to ask a place for a friend, 
and a pension for Rouget de Lisle, author of the famous 
Marseillaise was now old and poor, and whom he hadj 
been already succouring for five years . % 

In 1848, in spite of every possible expression of hit 
reluctance, he was elected to the assembly, and that by so 
large a niimbCjf of votes (4471) that he felt JurAsc^f obUged 
to accept the office. Not long afterwards, and with great 
difficulty, he obtained leave to resign. This was the last 
public event of B^r^ngcr’s life. He continued to polish his 
songs in retirement, visited by nearly all the famous men 
of France. He numbered among his friends :• Chateau- 
briand, Thiers, Lafitte, Michelet, Lamennais, Mignet. 
Nothing could exceed the amiability of his private «ha^ 
racter ; so poor a man has rarely beerf so rich in good 
actions ; he was alwilys ready to receive help from his 
friends when he was in need, and always forward to help 
others. His correspondence is full of wisdom and kindness 
with a smack of Montaigne, and now and then a vein of 
pleasantry that will remind the English reader Charles 
Lamb. He occupied some of his leisure in preparing his 
own memoirs, and a certain treatise on Social and Political 
Morality, intended for tho j/coplc^ if work he had much at 
heart, but judgpd at last to be beyoryi his strength. He died 
on July i6th, 1857. It was feared ^hat his funeral would 
be the signal for som^ political disturbance ;♦ but the 
Government took immediate measures, ^nd all went 
quietly, T^e Streets of Paris were lined with soldiers ai 5 d 
full of townsfolk, silent and uncovered. From time to tiqjg 
cries ^Fose : “ Honneu^ honneuf i . Beranger 1 ” ** 
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The songs of B^ranger woul'l scarcely be called SQAgd iii 
English. They are elaborate, written in a clear and spafk- 
ling style, full of wit and incision. It is not so much^for 
aqy lyrical flow as for the happy turn of the phrase that they 
clato superiority. Whether the subject be gajr^r serious, 
light or passionate, the mediim femains untroubled. The 
special merits of the songs are merits to be looked for rather 
in English prose than in English verse. He worked 
deliberately, never wrote more than fifteen sdhgs a year and 
dften less, and was so fastidious that he has not preserved 
a quarter of what he finished. “ I am a good little bit of a 
^,poet,” he says himself, “ cleve^ in the craft, and^a conscienti- 
ous worker, to whdm olU airs and a modest choice of sub- 
jects (fe coin oil je me suis confin6), have brought some 
arjccess.** Nevertheless, he makes a figure of importance 
in literar^^ kis^pry. When he first began tj) cultivate the 
chanson^ this minor form lay under some contempt, and was 
restricted to slight subjects, and a humorous guise of 
treatment. Gradually he filled these, little chiselled toys 
of verbal perfection with ever more and more of sentiment. 
From a date comparatively early he had determined to 
sing for the people. It was for this reason that he fled, as 
far es possible, the houses of hih influential friends, and came 
back gladly to tke garret and the street corner. Thus it 
was, also, that he came to ackn^ledge obligations to 
Emile Debraux, who had often stood between him and 
^tbe masses as interpreter, and given him the key-note of 
the^popular humour. Now, he had observed in the songs 
of the sa^.ors, and all who labour, a prevailing note of 
sadness ; and so, as he grew more masterful in this sort of 
expresssion, he sought more and inore after what is deep, 
serious, and constants* ifi the^ thoughts of common men. 
The evolution was sfbw^ and we can see in^his own works 
examples of every sta^e, from that of witty indifference in 
fifty pieqes Sf the first collection, |to that of grave and even 
tragic feeling in Les" Souvenirs du Peuple or Le Vieux 
• Vagabond. And this innovation involved and^ther, which 
was as a soft of prelude toHhe great romandc movement. 
!^‘oV the chanson^ as he $§ys himself, opened up tcFhim a 
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path which ,his genius c#u!d develop itself at ease ; he 
estaped, by this literary postern, from strict academical 
reqiiiren^ents, and had at his disposal the \mole dictionary, 
four-fifths of which, according to La Harpe, were forbidden 
to the use,df more regular and pretentious poetry, Brtlc 
still kept some of the did vocabulary, some of the old 
imagery, he was yet accustoming people tb hear moving 
subjects treated in a manner more free and simple than 
heretofore ; ^ that his was a sort of conservative reform, 
preceding the violent revolution of Victor Hugo and his 
army of uncompromising romantics. He seemed himself 
to have had glimmerings of 5 ome such idea ; but he with- 
held his full approval of the new mbvernent on two grounds; 
— first, because the romantic school misused some whs* 
brutally the delicate organism of the French language; 
and second, as he wrote to Sainte-Beuve ip^iSSa, bemuse 
they adopted ftie motto of “ Art for Art,** and set no ooject 
of public usefulness before them* as they wrote. For 
himself (and this i^ the third point of importance) he had 
a strong sense of political responsibility. Public interest 
took a far higher place in his estimation than |ny private 
passion or favour. He had little toleration for those 
erotic poets who sing their o\vn loves and not the comjpon 
sorrows of mankind, “ who forget, V quote his own 
words, “ beside theii* mistress those who labour before 
the Lord.** Hence it is so many of his pieces are political, 
and so many, in the later times at least, inspired with a 
socialistic spirit of indignation and revolt. It is by^tlii^ 
socialism that he becomes truly modern, and toiy:fies hands 
with Burns. 

The following books may be consulted : Ma Biographie 
(his own memoirs) ; Vifi Hie Bin$ngery edited by Paul 
Boiteau, I86^^; Correspondance de *Bira%g€r^ edited by 
Paul Boiteau, 4 vols., 1861 ; Bitranger et Lamennms by 
Napoleon Peyrat, 1857 « Quarante~dnq kttref d^Biranger 
publiiespar Madame Louise Colei (ailnost worthless), 1857 ; 
Bdranger^ sds amis, ses ennemis, et ses critiques. By A. AmouW,- 
z vols., 1^64; J. Janin, Birdnger et son Tefnps, 2 vols., 
1866T also Sainte-Beuve's Portt^aits contempprains, vokrf? 
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THE WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE^ 


W ITH just so much of the author’s works before us, 
it would be too soon to speak defijjiitely of his 
charact/^r, either as*a mah or a writer ; and hence, although 
Mr. Ingram’s memoir is prefixed duly enough, to the first 
uolume, I do not think it falls to be considered here in 
detail. Mr^I;:igram has done his best to cl^ar Poe’s name 
from the calumnies of Rufus Griswold (a gentleman, grim 
by name, who makes sd repulsive a figure in literary history, 
that he might well have been coined the morbid fancy 
of his victim) ; but when all is said, it is not in the power 
of man toi make Poe altogether sympathetic. I cannot 
find it in my heart to like either his portrait or his character ; 
^hov^h it is possible we see ‘him more or less refracted 
through the strai?ge^iedium of his works, yet I do fancy 
that we can detect, alike in these, in^iis portrait, and in the 
facts of his life as now most favourably told, a certain 
Jarring note, a taint of something that we do not care to 
dwedl upon or find a name for. 

The taV?!9 themselves are all before us in these two 
volumes ; and though Mr. Ingram does not tell us whether 
they are there printed in chronological order, I fancy wc 
shall not be mistaken f’n* regaining some of the last stones 
in the second velume*^ as^^eing also among thf last he wrote. 
There is no trace, in tjiese, of the brilliant and often solid 
workmanship of Ws better momyits. The stories are ill- 
conceived and written car^^Iessly. There is much laughter ; 
o 

* The Worl^ of Edgar Allan Fpe. Edited by John H. 'Ingram. Vols. 
II containing the Collected Talcs. (London and Edinburg^ Adam 
and Charles Black, 187-^.) v 
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but ife a very ghastly sortAf laughter at best — the laughter 
eft' those, in his own words, “ who laugh, butsmile no more.** 
Ife seems to have lost respect for himself, for his art, and 
for his audience. When he dealt before with hoggible 
images, be* dealt with them for some definite enough crea- 
tive purpose, and with a c^taiA measure and gravity suit- 
able to the occasion ; but ne scatters them abroad in these 
last tales with something of the ghoul or the furious lunatic 
that surpassis what one had imagined to oneself of Hell. 
There is a duty to the living more important than aby^ 
charity to the dead; and^it would be criminal in the* 
reviewer tc\ spare one harsh word in the expression of his 
own loathing and horror lest, by its abs^ence, another victim 
should be permitted to soil himself with the perusal of tlfe 
infamous King Pest. He who could write King Pest lAd 
ceased to be^ human being. For his ovm Jak*>, and out 
of an finite compassion for so lost a spirit, one is glad to 
think of him as dead. But if it is pity that we feel towards 
Poe, it is certainly^not pity that inspires us as we think of 
Baudelaire, who could sit down in cold blood, and dress 
out in suitable French this pointless farrago'^of horrors. 
There is a phase of contempt that, if indulged, transcends 
itself and becomes a phase of passionate self-satisfaclion»; 
so for the weal of our own spirits, ii*is t)etter to think no 
more of Baudelaire O’/ King Pest, 

It is not the fashion of Poe*s earlier tales to be pointless, 
however it may be with these sorry ones of the end. Poi^jtr^ 
lessness is, indeed, the very last charge that ,couM be 
brought reasonably against them. He has the«true story- 
teller’s instinct. He knows the little nothings that make 
stories or mar them. Re knows how to enhance the signifi- 
cance of any situation, arjd%ive (Solfeijr and life to seeming 
irrelevant particulars. Thus, the .^hole spirit of The 
of Amontillado depends upon Fortu^ato’s carnival costume 
of cap and bells and motley. When Poe hadjonce hit 
upon this device of dressing theavictim grotesquely he had 
found the ^ey to the story ; and so he sends him with- 
uneven steps^along the catacombs of the Moiltresors^jjmfi 
the IdSt sound we hear^out of the walledjup recess is the 
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jingling of the bells upon his cip. Admirable, also, i? the* 
use he makes the striking clock at Prince Prosperous 
feast, in The Masque of the Red Death, Each time the clock 
strm^k (the reader will remember), it struck so loudly that 
the music and dancing must cease perforce ubtil it had 
made an end ; as the hours' rai^n towards midnight, these 
pauses grew naturally longer ; the maskers had the more 
time to think and look at one another, and their thoughts 
were none the more pleasant. Thus, as eactf hour struck 
there went ajar about the assemblage ; until, as the reader 
will remember, the end comfs suddenly. Now, this is 
quite legitimate ; no one need be ashamed of being 
frightened or excited? by such means ; the rules of the game 
l&ve been respected ; only, by the true instinct of the 
stbfy-teller he has told his story to the best advantage, and 
got full vaJue far his imaginations. This is ^ot so always, 
however ; for sometimes he will take a high note falsetto ; 
sometimes, by a sort^of conjuring trick, get more out 
of his story than he has been able tq. put into it ; and, 
while the whole garrison is really parading past us on 
the esplanAle, continue to terrify us from the battlements 
with sham cannon and many^fierce-looking shakos upon 
brocwn-sticks. For example, iii The Pit and the Pendulum^ 
after having exhJUst^d his bedevilled imagination in the 
conception of the pendulum and ftie red-hot collapsing 
walls, he finds he can figure forth nothing more horrible 
Jpf the pit ; and yet the pit was to be the crowning horror. 
Thii is how he effects his purpose : — “ Amid the thought 
of the fieiy destmction that impended, the idea of the 
coolness of the well came over my soul like balm. I rushed 
to its" deadly brink, I threw myrstraining vision below. 
The glare from the^ tfnKndleti voof illumined its inmost 
recelSses. Yet ior a wild moment did my spirit refuse to 
comprehend the meaning of what I saw. At length it 
forced—^ wrestled ife way into »ay soul — it burned itself 
upon my shuddering reason. Oh, for a voice to speak 1 
' dh, horror 1 oh, any horror but this 1 
^ ,^d that* is all. He knows no more aboqt the pit than 
you or I do.« ft is purecimposture, a piece of audSfcious, 



EDGAR ^/.LAN POE * i8i 

impydent thimble-riggingi^ and yet, even with such bugs 
a& these he does manage to frighten us. You will find the 
salne aftifice repeated in Hans Pfaal^ about the mysteries 
of the moon ; and again, though with a difference, i^the 
abrupt coriblusion of Arthur Gordon Pym. His imagination 
is a willing horse ; but t&ree tinVes, as you see, he has killed 
it under him by over-riding, and come limping to the post 
on foot. With what a good grace does he not turn these 
failures to aaVantage, and make capital out of each imagina- 
tive bankruptcy ! Even on a critical retrospect it is hard\oa 
condemn him as he deserves ; for he cheats us with 
gusto. ^ ,, 

After this knowledge of the stage*, this cleverness at 
turning a story out, perhaps the most striking of Poe*s 
peculiarities is an almost incredible insight into the deh/rt- 
able region between sanity and madness. JThe^lmp ♦/ the 
Perver^^ for example, is an important contribution to 
morbid psychology ; so, perhaps, is^The Man of the Crowd ; 
Berenice, too, for .^s horrible as it is, touches a chord 
in one’s own breast, though perhaps it is a chord that 
had better be left alone ; and the same idea rofcurs in The 
Tell- Tak Heart, Sometimes we can go with him the whole 
way with a good conscience ; sometimes — instead of 
saying, “ Yes, this is how I should if^I were just a little 
more mad than ever L^vas ” — ^we can say frankly, “ This is 
what I am,” There is one passage of analysis in this more 
normal vein, in the story of Ligeia, as to the expressioit^^. 
Ligeia’s eyes. He tells us how he felt ever on thp poitit of 
understanding their strange quality, and even baffled at 
the last moment, just as, “ in our endeavours to recall to 
memory something long forgotten, we often find ourselves 
upon the very verge of r«n!embAixe, without being able 
in the end to i^^member ” ; and hojv, in sti^eams of rurining 
water, in the ocean, in the falling of^ meteor, jp the glances 
of unusually aged people, in certain* sounds from stringed 
instruments, in certain passages *from books, in the 
commonest* sights and sensations of the universe, Ae 
found ever apd anon some vague inexplicable analogy jjp 
the eil(>res$ion and the ^ower of these joyed eyes. This, 
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at least, or the like of it, we all know. But, in general, 
his subtlety was ^ore of a snare to him than anything else. 
“ Nil sapientice odiosius^^^ he quotes himself from Seneca,' 
“ li^^sapientiae odiosius acumine nimio,** And though it is 
delightful enough in the C. Au^ste Dupin ‘trilogy — it 
was Baudelaire who called *it a^irilogy — yet one wearies in 
the long run of this strain of ingenuity ; one begins to 
marvel at the absence of the good homespun motives and 
sentiments that do the business of the everyday world ; 
alfhough the demonstrator is clever, and the cases instruc- 
tive and probably unique, onp begins to weary of going 
«ound this madhouse, and longs for the society of some 
plain haRfmless persbn, with business habits and a frock 
chat, and nerves not much more shattered than the majority 
of* his plain and harmless contemporaries. Nor did this 
exaggerated •Insight make him wearisome pnly ; it did 
worse than that — it sometimes led him astray. Thus, in 
The Pit and the Penddtumy when the hero has been con- 
demned, the sound of the inquisitorial voices,*^ he says, 
“ seemed merged in one dreamy indeterminate hum. It 
conveyed tii my soul the idea of revolution y perhaps from 
its association in fancy with the burr of a mill-wheel." Now, 
it waffits but a moment’s reflection to prove how much too 
clever Poe has be^n Here, how far from true reason he has 
been carried by this nimium acumen^ For — the man being 
giddy — the “ idea of revolution ’’ must have preceded the 
iffcy^rging of the inquisitorial voices into an indeterminate 
hunf , and most certainly could not have followed it as any 
fanciful deduction* Again, as before in the matter of 
effect, one cannot help fearing that some of the subtlety is 
fustian. To take an example of both sorts of imagination — 
the fustian and the f ificSre — ftrom the same story, Arthur 
Gordon Pym : the four^.urvivors on board t^ie brig Gram-' 
pm have lasted themsejves to the windlass, lest they should 
be swept^way ; as on*^ of them, having drawn his lashings 
too tight, is ready to yieldup his spirit for a long while, is 
nfearly cut in two, indeed, by the cord about his Ipins. “ No 
Sf^per had we removed it, however," Poe goes on, " than 
he spoke and sfcmed- to •experience instant relief-^eing 
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able to inove with much grciliter ease than Parker or myself 
(fwo who had not tied themselves so closjly). “ This was 
iid doubt owing to the loss of blood'' Now, whether medi- 
cally correct or not, this is, on the face of it, siiKy-y^ly 
imagined » Whether or got in fact, it is correct in art, Poe 
evidently believed it true evidently it appeared to him 
that thus, and not otherwise, the thing would fall out. Now 
turn a page back, and we shall find in the description of 
the visions ihat went before Pym while thus boun^l, 
something to be received very much more deliberately.; 
“ I now remember,** he wrijes, “ that in all which passed ‘ 
before my gnind*s eye, nation >yas a predominant idea^ 
Thus I never fancied any stationary^ object, suth as a 
house, a mountain, or anything of that kind ; but wind- 
mills, ships, large birds, balloons, people on horsebaeJk, 
carriages dri^yng furiously, and similar rfioVffg objects 
presented themselves in endless succession.** This may 
be true ; it may be the result of great erudition in the 
thoughts of people dn such sore straits ; but the imagina- 
tion does not adopt these details, they do not commend 
themselves to our acceptance, it is nowise apparent why 
stationary objects should npt present themselves to the 
fancy of a man tied to the windlass of a dismantled Ifrig \ 
and, this being so, the whole passage' ai art, stands con- 
demned. If it be me?e careless fancy (as it seems), it is 
fustian of the most unpardonable sort ; if it be erudition — 
well then, it may be erudition, but never art. Things a^e* 
fit for art so far only as they arc both true and appa?ent. 
To make what I mean clear ; Mr. Ruskin, in s(Ane one or 
other of his delightful books, quotes and approves a poet 
(I think it was Homer) »who said of a brave man that he 
was as brave as a fly ; aild’procSeds^ in his usual happy 
manner, to justify the epithet. THe fly, h<^ tells us, is in 
very deed the most madly courageoi^ of all crcj^led beings. 
And therefore the simile tis good — excellently godd. And 
yet the reader’s instinct would ^11 him, I am sure, that 
the simile yS a vile simile. Let him prefer ^is instinA 
before Mr. Piiskin’s natural history. For, though it^* 
based Uh what is true, tljis comparison is,nf>t iased upon a 
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truth that is apparent ; it does (lot commend itself tcb our* 
acceptance ; it i^ not art. ' 

I have spoken at so great a length of these matters of*" 
metitpd and detail, that no room remains to me to speak 
of the larger question — a question^ avoided also Sy Baude- 
laire on the S£^fie plea of Sva^J of space — ^why it is that 
these subjects interested Poe’s imagination — a question 
difficult of solution, indeed, but not insoluble with time. 
Nor have I left myself room to speak of whit is perhaps 
Qtfll more important, the relation between Poe and his 
far greater and better compatriot, Hawthorne. That there 
is a consanguinity, that the two saw the world in a fashion 
not altogether dissimilar, that some of the short stories 
ol Hawthorne seem inspired by Poe, and some of Poe’s 
sHbrt stories seem to be an echo of Hawthorne — all this is 
beyond quSS^oit^ but all this I can do no more/han indicate. 

- Nor should the reader be surprised if a criticism upon 
Poe is mostly ncgativl, and rather suggests new doubts 
than resolves those already existing ; £pr it is Poe’s merit 
to carry people away, and it is his besetting sin that he wants 
altogether luch scrupulous honesty as guides and restrains 
the finished artist. He was, l^t us say it with all sorrow, 
not Conscientious. Hunger was ever at his door, and he 
had too imperiouS" a^desire for what we call nowadays the 
sensational in literature. And thift the critic (if he be 
more conscientious than the man he is criticising) dare 
greatly praise lest he should be thought to condone 
all (nat /s unscrupulous and tinsel in these wonderful 
stories. TKiey are* to be praised by him in one way only — 
by recommending those that are least objectionable. If 
any one wishes to be excited, let him read, under favourable 
circumstances. The G^lS Bug^ The Descent into the MaeU 
strdm^ The Cask of AmmtilU^o, The Oval P$/rtrait^ and the 
three storieg^ about Auguste Dupin, the philosophical 
detective. If he shoiljd then decide to read more, he may 
go on, but warily ; there are trap-doors and spring-guns 
' in these tW9 volumes, there are gins and pitfaQs ; and the 
l^r^ipitate reader may scumble unaware^ upon some 
nightmare noft family to be forgotten. ^ 
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One .word on the servicty of Mr. Ingram. This edition 
has ^idently been a labour of love with him. Let us hope, 
ia the next two volumes which are to conlpletc the series, 
he may extend some of his love and labour to the scraps of 
French which Poe was so fond of scattering about his p^^. 
There are some deplorable error^s abroad in the two that are 
under consideration — errowf I should like tb make clear to 
Mr. Ingram, some fine evening, over what he would call, 
or suffer histprinters to call, a flacon of Clos de Vougeot. 



Vllf 
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THE POEfs AND POETRY OF SCOTLAND ‘ 

J T is somewhat too much the fashion to*' pat Scotch 
literature on the back. Inhabitants of South Britain 
•are pleased to commend versej, which, short of a miracu- 
lous gift of tongues, it is morally impossible tjiiey should 
compreltend. It mky interest these persons to learn that 
tfurns wrote a most difficult and crude patois (or sub- 
pdtihis^ if they prefer) : that there are not so very many 
peopVe aliVb^n Scotland who could read his ^orks without 
a furtive reference to the margin ; and consequently, that 
an Englishman need Aot be ashamed to confess he can 
make nothing out of the vernacular poeips except a raucous 
gibberish — which, it is the honest belief of the present 
reviewer, il: about the measure of his achievement. It is 
partly to this that we must attribute the exaggerated favour 
of Cotter's Saturday Nighty by no means one of his 
best poems, but oH^ieftf the most easily understood ; partly 
to this, and partly to the Scotch predilection for religious 
literature. 

■►^But even the least intelligent condescension of the South 
Britbn is. better than the hysterical praise with which Mr. 
Grant Wikon bednubs his native literature — praise which 
reads all the more hysterical, that it is gravely written, 
without adjectives, without ^oint/> of admiration, in the 
most convinced aqd* !natt^-6f-fact tone conceivable. 
Scotch literatuife, he telk us, contains “ a bocjy of poetry and 
song than V^ich ther^is none superior in the literature of 
any land, ancient modern.*’® Barbour's Bruce^ “ in 

, The Poets and Poetryof Scotfand, from the Earliest to th^ Present Time ; 

' comprising characteristic selections from the Works of the mfre noteworthy 
^t^ttish Poets; with Biographical and Cricital Notices., By James Grant 
Wilson. Vol. I, to 1776; ^London ; Blackie and Co., 

^ • 186 ‘ 



POETRY SCOTLANTk 187 

<?learn^ss and simplicity irjist rank before either Chaucer 

Gower ; and in elevation of sentiment Pinkerton does 
OiQt he^tate to prefer it to both Dantes^ and Petrarch.” 
Dunbar’s Dance of Sevin Deidly Sins “ is equal in its way 
to anything* in Spenser,” and his Justis betuix the TatSidur 
and Sowtar^ “ as droll as’anythi.ig in Scarron or Rabelais.” 
Mr. Wilson thinks that Buiiis spoke with ** somewhat too 
nuich extravagance ” when he called the Gentle Shepherd 
” the most glorious poem ever written ” ; but he seems 
quite to agree with Allan Cunningham in thinking ” WiVAe 
was a wanton wag,” the most original of lyrics. And this** 
barbarous galimanfry or libtch-potch of indiscriminate 
laudation dbes not come fairly to the^boil, until jve hear 
that Falconer’s Shipwreck placed its author “ in the frorX 
rank of Scottish poets.” What ? alongside of Barboiir 
who. surpassed Dante, Chaucer, and Petr^rch^ cheejc by 
jowl with Dfinbar who was the equal of Spenser and 
Rabelais, and arm in arm with the unique Hamilton of 
Gilbertfield, for whom it had been reserved since the 
foundation of the World to write the most original lyric on 
record 1 Was there ever such irreverent huriy-burly of 
names, such a profane morris-dance of great men and 
little poetasters ? Whaur’s'^Wully Shakespeare noo ^ lef 
us exclaim, and write it in the ripjhcjjt vernacular for 
English consonants. ^ 

And not only (to make an end of fault-finding), not 
only has Mr, Wilson made himself a mouthpiece foruall 
that the perfervid genius of the Scots has ever found to 
say in praise of itself, but he has been somewhat^ Hasty and 
inexact in his historical enquiries. Certainly in 1414 the 
English King Henry IV. did not take James I. along with 
him on his second expeUijicn tO‘Frjjince. If for no other 
reason, Henry IV. had then been soAie ti^e‘dead. And 
certainly Mr. Wilson ought not to^ave printed Lapraik’s 
” When I upon thy boso^n lean.” ^hey are shoeing bad 
verses, whatever Burns may have thought. And besides, 
good or badi they are not Lapraik’s. They are a bungling , 
plagiarism from an English pieee in the Weekly Magazin^ 
and realiV lamentable manner in which they ha?e 

Ml j ^ 
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suffered in the stealing is the^last article in the^cjiarge 
against * 

** Ihe odd kind rhiel aboot Mulr-kirk.’* ^ 

have convicted him on two counts ; not being able 
to write himself, and not knowing what was gobd in other 
people’s verses. Again, the fj^jble of the Eagle and Robin 
Redbreast should certainly have appeared in the collection, 
but as certainly, I apprehend, should not have appeared 
under the name of Alexander Scot. “ Ar. S6ot ” was the 
*-«ignature W’ilh which Allan Ramsay chose to send abroad 
^his forgeries ; it contains, it \^11 be seen, his initials and a 
declaration of his nationality, which is charactyistic of the 
race. 'Fhe fable iA question, which is here attributed 
to the Scottish Anacreon,” and the Vision which has 
b6dn rightly enough placed among the selections from 
Ramsay, lfc>th i^pearcd for the first time injthe Evergreen 
under the same signature of “ Ar. Scot.” And, unless Mr. 
Grant Wilson has somt* other light unknown to me on the 
matter, I cannot understand upon whjit principle he has 
separated them. Either they are both by Scot, or both by 
Ramsay. I’here is no third way. And, as a matter of fact, 
I believe they arc both Ramsa]j’s. 

• But Mr. Grant Wilson is not without qualifications for 
the task he has setthiftiself to do. Of course, all anthologies 
make bad blood. Of course, one is^iar more sorry for the 
good things left out, than pleased that so many have been 
•pvt in. I am inconsolable for Drummond’s sonnet, begin- 
ning* la vain I haunt the cold and silver springs.” Where 
is Auld Lkng Syne ? What strange blindness fell upon 
Mr, W’^ilson when he began to make his selections out of 
Scott ? Scott, of all men, is the n^m to gain in a properly 
made anthology. Ajid Here fie •has not gained ; here he 
has druelly lost* The d^ath of Marmion ha^been printed, 
the admirable battle ^ene immediately preceding is left 
out. Anfl of all thos#^ inspired fragments of song he scat- 
tered here and there about the pages of novels, we have no 
■nfore than ^the barest represei\tation. On '{he whole, 
h<?wfver, the selection is \tell done. Therf might have 
been a little les^of what is Scott in no real sense, alid the 
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same principle which led ^r. Wilson to include Susanna 
Elamyre might have led nim, not without advantage, to 
Jeave syme others out. She was English by birth, but 
wrote * in the Scottish spirit ; these others were born 
Scots, buf*aped the English manner just well enough ^'to 
fall betvneen two stools. Ajid, indeed, they will not long 
detain the reader — ^they artT so dead and so dead-heavy — 
and he will pass on to what is genuinely national in the 
collection, to the specimen of that merry, coarse, and 
somewhat prosaic poetry which began with James I. aad^ 
is yet scarcely cold. 

Chrisfs Kirk on the Green is a direct descendant of the 
Canterbury^TaleSy and its best succesfjors are all jnore or 
less in the same vein. A clear stream of narration, a plent> 
ful scarcity of serious images and similes, a sort of dry 
slyness, a gross, unflinching realism in hunjorous disquisi- 
tion or descrtplion — these are notes common to almost all 
that is good in Scotch poetry. Even when an author seeks 
to move pity, it is not by strong language that he sets about 
the task, but by dramatic truth. In the simplest words, he 
makes his characters say what they might ha^^e said and 
do what they might have done. He relies entirely on the 
inherent pathos of the situation. He does not se<^ tp 
heighten or idealise. He is no Shako;pe^re, only a sort of 
provincial Boccaccio at the most. 

All this is fairly well illustrated in the volume under 
review. Here also the reader will find that gem of a poem, 
Alexander Hume’s Day Estivall. In speaking of such vjorfe,* 
one must beware of the Grant-Wilson school ,pf oratory. 
Let an earnest recommendation here suffice. 

A point of curiosity is the rest of Burns’s ode >about 
Washington, some of whi^h appear^ already in his Corre- 
spondence. It is a very poor performance, >b At interesting 
as another testimony to the profound sympathy of Burns 
for all democratic movgments. \vliy does Wilson 
tell us no more about the histogr of the piece ; and why 
(since we aae at fault-finding once more) does he not gi:;e . 
us explicit hotice when a'piece^ is original and when it is a 
transli^ion fAm the Gaelic ? 



JULES VERNE’S STORIES V 


A new vein in story-telling, discovered, 1 believe, by 
Edgar Allan Poe, has \)een worked with almost 
Sevilish^ingenuity by thfc clever Frenchman A^hose name 
stands at the head of this article. His heroes are in advance 
contemporary science like Von Rempelen ; they are 
boupfl for ^e Pole like Arthur Gordon Pym ; they go to 
the moon like Hans Pfaal, and descend the PSaelstrom like 
the Norway fisher. But on the bare idea of such strange 
chances, Jules Verne has engrafted a wealth of most 
persuasive detail. He has fenced them in with instances 
and calcult'tions, not much more trustworthy, perhaps, 
than the calculation in Mokeanna, but mighty reassuring 
to ui^scientific readers. Moreover, he has a sort of prosaic 
pedestrian qualitj^^ ofe imagination, eminently fitted to win 
belief of nineteenth-century reader*. These tales of his 
are not true, but they do not seem to fall altogether under 
the, heading of impossible. Pie could easily have made 
“straager stories if he had liked ; but it is not strangeness 
that he foljpws after with his discreet and daring pen. He 
likes just to outstrip the possible, and no more : to go one 
step beyond his generation, one step outside the habitable 
world ; and to do all |hts driiy ^i(d solidly, as though he 
had originally ^epaAsd his facts for a learned Society, and 
only by aei afterthou^t turned them to* account in a 

' ^ JuU* feme's Stories, t. Adventures of Three Englishmen and Three 
Runtans. 2. Five>Weeks in a Ballton. 3. A Floating City. 4. The Blockade 
'Rfbners. 5. From the Earth to the ^oon. 6. Aroun^ the Moon. 
y^^Twenty ThSiisand Leagues antler the Sea. 8, A Voyage round the 
Vforld. (London j Sampson Low and Co,, 1876). * 

* • * Ipo 
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fantastic tale. Joanne-Ho^man Pierre V^ron called him in 
tne PanthSon de Poche : to parody the phrase in English — 
•^urra^’s Guide Books edited by Edgar ^Vllan Poe. It is 
this mixture, this opposition of ends, that gives a pecu\}ar 
and mosl*original flavour to his work. This teller of 
extravagant stories is quite f practical man^it appears, with* 
a taste for mechanics that puts the most of us to shame. 
It is little wonder if we extend some confidence, in this 
scientific ag#, to a man who goes about to get the wind of 
us by such purely scientific means. If we don’t exaclljl, 
believe in the Gun Club’s jirojectile, we cannot see whyi 
something pf the same sort, or to^the same end, should not 
become practical in the course of •years ; and if Sir 
Humphrey Davy spoke tenderly of the Philosophers 
Stone, an outsider with a taste for the marvellous ma^ 4 )e 
allowed to ii^ulge a secret foible for the «ubft^?arine»boat. 

I suspect the science throughout is very flimsy ; not that 
this compromises in any degree fhe super-excellence of 
the tales. And I (^n’t help fancying that, once he has got 
his story fairly planned and put together, Tules Verne 
careers on the paper with the most flagrant anu detestable 
vivacity. Of human natiire^it is certain he knows nothing ; 
and it is almost with a sense of relief that one finds in«the9e 
sophisticated days a good trotting hd^s^of an author who 
whistles by the way^nd affects to know nothing of the 
mysteries of the human heart. Once, indeed, he has gone 
out of his way, and with perfect ill-success : his Capitain* 
Nemo, of the undying hatred and the Scotch impronl^tus, 
is a memorable warning. But his extr^iordinafy stock-in- 
trade consists of several somewhat time-worn dolls : 
scientific people with b^ld heads, and humorous seafnen of 
indescribable fidelity. SHs maridh^ft^es are ajl athletic and 
all virtuous. do not remember ^ny bad^character ih his 
gallery, or one who was afraid. “ Jf I sought^ti despair, I 
could not,” says Professor Arronaji, referring ito a very 
ticklish moment of his life. And his confidence was not 
misplaced,* Jules Verne Jias the point of honour of a go(id’ 
ship-captain^ and holds himself personally responsibje^ipr 
the Ifv^s of all the cre^. A few anonyji^us persons may 
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perish by the way, lest we shoTj^d think too lightly of tljp* 
perils ; but so soon as a man has ’been referred to by nanie, 
he bears a charifted existence and will turn up at the las?' 
page in good health and animal spirits. Once or twice, as 
in Giptain Hatteras or The Su^vors of the tjhancellor^ 
Jules Verne sir^s against this pjrinciple, brings his stories 
to a bad end or tortures us too much upon the way, and 
then, I confess, he seems to me shallow and iiMertinent. 

His characters being dolls, it is truly instrfictive to see 
JtioV well he juggles with them. He has the knack of 
■making stories to a nicety. He^is as full of resources as one 
9 f his own heroes ; his books are as accurateljfc calculated 
as the lines of the Nautilus^ or the partition -breaks of the 
pfojectile. Look, for instance, at the skill with which he 
kesf>s us interested during the eighty days of Phineas 
FoggJe jounerey lound the world. He has Fix,ihe detective, 
on his trail from first to last — a continual excitement to the 
reader I And Fix series yet another purpose ; for the 
warrant which he expects at port after port keeps us 
always with one eye on London, and so helps us to realise 
the distanci travelled. Another device for the same end, 
and even more ingenious, is ^e gas jet left burning by 
Passepartout in the hurry of departure. All around the 
world we are kcp^iif irritating remembrance of this little 
flicker of light in Savile Row. We arS continually sent back 
again in fancy to the starting-point ; and on each occasion 
^Q,>*spin the globe around between our fingers and take 
stoclf'of the hero’s progress. Similarly admirable is the 
treatment t>f the ^jrojcctile during its perilous voyage. 
Everything is done to make us realise its new position as 
an independent world. * It has a cVmate of its own. The 
dead dog, thi^wn ou^ tf^he scustle, accompanies it on its 
jourrfey as an obedient stellite. The cold of^pace through 
which it pib^es, the W2((idering meteors it encounters, the 
earth sec* as a cresed^t on the vtene — all these tell their 
%t6ty with convincing eloquence. If anything will help 
ycbng imaginations to grapple wth the diffic&t ideas of 
aJit^onomy and conceive the world as one star among many, 
it seems to m* should be such tale as tbis. Fo7 it is 
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C in a child’s way. Th| projectile plays at being a world, 

IS the boy plays at being a soldier. 

••'Evety one knows, of course, that th^ Voyages Extra- 
ordinaires are illustrated, and every one has admired the 
designs of De Neuville and Riou. In themselves'^lthese * 
pictures are a source o^mijch delight ; but I cannot help* 
asking myself whether the^ do not harm tHe stories. I am 
sure a person who has already scampered over the illustra- 
tions to T^JSenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea loses 
a great deal of pleasure when he commences to read thj^ 
dexterous commencement. And, if we had the thre^. 
volumes oj Thy Mysterious Island put all at once into ouj: 
hands, how much of the mystery would remain J There 
might still be a few savoury claws to crack, but the body^f 
the story would be ready broken to our hands. It is^Urue 
there is another form of interest ; and peiha{\?i we find as 
much amusement, after we ourselves have the clue of the 
labyrinth, in watching the bewildefment of the characters, 
their rude expedijnts and blindfold guesses at the truth. 
And it is true, also, that mystery is rarely more than 
subordinate in the best of Jules Verne’s tails. Such a 
book as llie Fur Country will stand almost any test you 
like to put it to. For my own part, I first had the^hnle 
plot retailed to me by an enthusiastic admirer ; some time 
after I fell upon the «econd volume and read it with such 
pleasure that I lost no time in procuring and reading the 
first. It would be difficult to pay a higher complimeii| to^ 
a book without any pretension to style, human nature, or 
philosophy, which offers no interest ^but th# legitimate 
interest of the fable, and hinges for a great while on an 
elaborate mystery, * * 

What a pity it is we werc^not ^li)oys when these jolly — 
for I must u^ a schoolboy’s wor^— ^olly fcooks appeared ! 

I think I can fancy how the possessor of one df them will 
be worried and impor^ned by edger compan\pns ; and 
what a deal of new matter wifi be at the disposal of the 
dormitorjj^toryteller. ^ ‘ 
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•TT was a fortunate idea to ^xtricate from so much that 
JLwas purely local, purely temporary, and often enough 
in ill h«mour, all chat seemed permanently human in 
Vfilson’s Nodes. Few people nowadays would take the 
trouble to go through the fruit of these ten years of high- 
pressMre literary action. Of the few who ^id so, most 
would feel a strange weariness and despair creep over them 
among tnese warfares f>f the dead. Bygone personalities 
have an odd smack of the grave ; and^^we feel moved to 
turn the tables on the high-stepping satirist, and remind 
him, with lomething of the irony of country headstones, 
that not only they, but he — not only the rejected Whiglings, 
but tke redoubtable Kit North—point the moral of dust to 
dust. « ^ 

But of the more perennial part, •picked skilfully from 
among this detritus of old literary and political convulsions, 
JMx^ Skelton has erected what is perhaps the most durable 
monflmeijt to Wilson’s fame that we possess. In it we find 
the immortel trio their best throughout. From begin- 
ning to end, their meetings are inspired and sanctified by 
Bacchtls and Apollo. * North ca^ always lay aside his 
crutch ; Ticl^ler is alw«yf six fte^high ; and the Shepherd 
is always the Shepherd^ For how is it possible to praise 
that adoraWe creation ^ut in terms of himself ? He is the 
last expression of sophisticated nisticity ; at once a poet, 
a journalist, g Scotsmai^ and a shepherd ; oscillating 

t • 

' The Coitiftdr of the Noctes ^Ambresianae. By Christopher North. 

' and arranged by John Skelton, Advocate. (Edinburgh and London » 

William Blac^wooi^ons, 1876)^ • 
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between Burns and the DaUy Telegraph in things literary ; 
and, in things moral, occiipying all sorts of intermediate 
“iftalioixsl between ^ prize-fighter and Pedfen the Prophet, 
If it were lawful to marry words of so incongruous a strain, 
we might .Classify him as a Presbyterian Faun. ^ ^ 
And this book is not ?)nly welcome because it takes us 
on a visit to Wilson when h? is in his best vfin, but because 
Wilson in all his veins is the best antidote or at least the 
antithesis of ftiuch contemporary cant. Here is a book full 
of the salt of youth ; a red-hot shell of animal spirks^ 
calculated, if anybody reads it, to set up a fine conflagration^ 
among the <Jry heather of present-day Phariseeism. Touch 
it as you will, it gives out shrewfl galvanic shocks, which* 
may perhaps brighten and shake up this smoke-dried and 
punctilious generation. Look at the profound ani«aal 
sensuality, w^jich breaks out in the prais^ ot^all so^ts of 
exercise, and gloats, through near one-half the pages, over 
the dcUiIis of eating and drinking# “ O manj^’^ays the 
Shepherd to Ticklgr, “ it wad be a great peety to dee wi* 
sic an appeteet I Again, the Shepherd explains his own 
position immediately before dinner : “ Tm naft glutton — 
nae gormandeczer — but a man o’ a gude, a great appeteet — 
and for the next half-hour I shall be as perfectly happy 
ony man in a’ Scotland.” And thoie#vho can read the 
“ towsy tea ” in the sifuggery without an access of imagin- 
ary hunger must have something amiss with their digestions. 
Look at the grand inhumanity ; see how they laugh over 
the two bagmen lost in the snow, for no better reasonrthan ’ 
that they were Cockneys, and wore false collar%something 
delicately starched ; or listen to them cfeclaring that “ any 
man may well lose patience to thinlf of fools being sorry for 
the death of a fox.” A*d ^hen^qpk at that curious and 
most Scottislj enthusiasm whicl^ Ages #t ^ large in all 
descriptive passages, and inspires such extravagant poetry 
and reasoning that one i%never riglilly sure wHfethpr it be in 
jest or earnest. Some of it is fal^e fire, I daresay ; but by 
far the mo^ is the uncontrollable expression of the ma»’s* 
high spirits. . If any other writer broke out iftto a fervent 
“ TH&nk God that Nelson died jt sea I ” should not 
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a little exercised as to his sanitjk; but in Wilson we lifce the 
extravagance, because we understand the man. And it ill 
goes well enouljh with his copious and headloAg st^(?^ 
For it is scarcely literature : at most, a sort of inspired 
ta*ikfiig, as it purports to be : *and the fiction^ of Gurney 
• the short-hand writer in the e^r ol Dionysius seems almost 
necessary to explain the existence of the book. 

Wilson looked upon life with the positive acceptation of 
a man in excellent health ; his heart seems fiever to have 
foiled him over anything, however squalid or sad ; but, 
squaring his elbows, he put it outside of himself in some 
easy and forcible pages. The man who wrotj the Alder- 
man’s ^eath, or the Shepherd’s commentary over the 
(fysters was certainly of no very dainty stomach. But it was 
tQothis same unscrupulous catholicity of taste that we owe 
mast^rpiecAs (jjfter their fashion) like the djg-fight in the 
Guse Dubs, the execution of the mutineer, or those scath- 
ing pictures of depravky with which the Shepherd silences 
some sentimental aspirations after the i^piprovement of the 
species. 
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H ere are two illustrated Japanese romances ; one ^ 
Chiusl^ingura^ or the Loyal League^ translated into 
English by Mr. Dickins ; the oilier JL.es Fideles.^R6nins^ 
rendered into French by M. Gausseron from the AinericaJi 
edition of Messrs Greey and Schiouichiro Saito. Each^is 
an imagiiiati\je version of the story of tjhe* '^orty-^geven 
RdninSy the gem of Mr. Mitford’s collection. No one who 
has read it once will be likely to fojpget that drama*of clan 
fidelity ; but it may be as well, in the interest of those who 
have not, to recapitulate the leading features. In 1701 the 
chief of a clan, insulted by his superior, fell upcii him with 
his sword in the precincts of the palace, and was condemned 
in consequence to self-destruction. By the same ediej, thf; 
lands and castle were forfeited to Gi)>#irnment, and the 
clan dispersed. No\? Kuranosuke, the Kard, or chief 
vassal of the clan, was a man of excellent conduct and 
courage — a man “ worth millions.” He gathered ^le 
clansmen together, as if to defend the castle ; for that, it 
seems dimly to appear, would have bceij one w^y of doing 
honour to the ma7ies of their chief. But this was not his 
genuine purpose. Explaining to tht clan the vanity of any 
such defence, he laid beXa:e*then#a#document binding the 
signatories to gelf-destruction, andj:o*this aix^y-three were 
prevailed upon to set their hands. Kuranosulfc had now 
separated the wheat frona the chaflfj to the sfxtyrthree he 
explained his true intention. T^e ciocument was a blind ; 
they were not to slay they selves, but to execute vengeance 
on their dead^chieftain’s enemy. To this desperate eng^e-^ 
ment* forty-seven proved faithfpl. . For ^qpiething feore 
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than a year they watched the mavements of their adVeirsa^, 
themselves hunted by spies, apart from their homes and 
families, feigni^ig recldessness and degradatidn, afifT 
contemned by all for the apparent tameness with which 
tliey*nad accepted the min and dishonour of theii clan. At 
length, when all suspicion had been lulled to sleep, they 
carried the mansion of their powerful enemy by night, put 
him to the sword in the midst of his guards, and quietly 
resigned themselves into the hands of justicA Then they 
cduld say, in the words of one of the romances now before 
us, “ We deserted our wives, ^we abandoned our children, 
we left our aged folk uncared for, all to obtain^ this head.” 
The audiorities condemned them as criminals to the pain 
df self-destruction ; but the people of Japan, both high 
axvi low, greeted their achievement with an outburst of 
applause ; ^eir memories are cherished to this day, their 
story is become a theme for the novelist, and the grave of 
Kuranosuke was honoured, only thirteen years ago, with 
the most distinguished mark of Imperial approval. 

There is no form of conceit more common or silly than 
to look doVn on barbarous codes of morals. Barbarous 
virtues, the chivalrous point of honour, the fidelity of the 
wild ^highlander or the two-sworded Japanese, are of a 
generous example# We may question the utility of what is 
done ; the whole-hearted sincerity Sf the actors shuts our 
mouth. Nor can that idea be merely dishonourable for 
^wljtch men relinquish the comforts and consideration of 
society, tjie love of wife and child and parent, the light of 
the sun, amd the protection of the laws. The seductions 
of life are strong in every age and station ; we make idols 
of our affections, idols *of our cu^omary virtues ; we are 
content to a\;oid the jncc^vemeir/wrong and to forego the 
inconvenient right with^lmost equal self-approval, until at 
last *we make a home for our conscience among the negative 
virtues and the cowardly vices. •A story like this of the 
Rdnins shaken about our ears the ramparts of our crockery 
*|Adcho. We cry out for a while ^n the insuffidSfncy of the 
mgp’s motives or the barbafity of the act. Rut our hearts 
soon 'begin to nyj^ve us, and we recognise at last th?it for 



BOOK ILUUSTRATION . 199 

no purpose under heaven, Jiowever excellently just, could 
wi collect forty-seven of <»r relatives or neighbours to be 
-^lls cpntemptuous of the terrors of death and of public 
opinion. 

The histdrical incident, it will be seen, involves impdftaht 
moral issues. Nothing xar^ be* more instructive than to » 
observe the play of native imagination abfiut a theme of 
such a character ; and in both of the volumes under review 
we find the sfcme quality of moral vigour. It is from the 
moral rather than from the romantic side — it is not as^a 
feat of arms, not as a story of the sword, but of pathetic ^ 
duty — that the action has been strengthened. It is as a 
case of competition of duties, and the continued trii^mph of 
the superior duty, the duty to the clan, that the tale hs£B 
been throughout considered by the writers. Our dut'^ss 
here in England weaken as they get fm^the** fronj the 
hearth, until patriotism is but a fitful and tepid considera- 
tion, and honesty to the State a st«tch of QuixOt**y. To 
these Japanese, on the other hand, the clan came before the 
family ; and both of our authors have fixed upon that 
doctrine with singular zest, and lavished a considerable 
wealth of fancy in varying the conditions in which it is 
displayed. To one characte*r after another clan virtue ar^; 
made to clash with filial duty, with nosiriied love, with the 
becoming prudences erf social life ; and one after another 
makes the nobler choice and goes forth to die. From the 
point of view of literary art this is an error in design. The ^ 
main outline of the story already strikes the note witbcpic 
brevity and force. A true artist might ^ave bei^ content, 
in addition, to elaborate the figure of Kuranosuke — a loyal 
Lorenzaccio — lulling his enemy’s Suspicions by a life of 
heartless dissipation, di^wcfhg h^sjjeloved wife, pointed 
at with finger^ as he went reeling Ijpiiiewaiii horn the* tea- 
house, and conscious through all his loathed ctrousata of 
the sad purity of his hear$ and the trJgic death ftiatafollowed 
at his heels. But our two authoiy go on to show us, in the 
history of one Ronin aftej- another, the same'wrenching jf .* 
the family affections, the same^incredible nobility of mmd 
in p]i;fl[> ^fld v?oman, Samurai anej coinmon^rj The mdtncr 
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of Communal kills herself that her son may pursije his 
duty with the lighter heart. Ive servants of KuranosiAe 
are with difficulty restrained from suicide. » Hofx^ 
manoeuvres to be killed. Gihei is eager to sacrifice his 
irffalU son. The Kar6 of the villain dies as gfe^ly for his 
master as the Kar6 of th^ bc^lovfed chieftain. Something 
in this iteratioA sets the teeth 6n edge. We grow weary of 
the triumph of clan duty as we grow weary of the triumph 
of the point of honour in Corneille’s Cid. ^There is even 
something in this continual return of the motive, this moral 
* ‘ air and variations,” which faintly reminds us of the 
elaborate method of such a brfok as Quatre-vin^t-treize and 
’the manner of Dugias had been more suitable in such a 
<»ase than the manner of Hugo. Indeed, I have a thought 
oi^regret that this excellent fable never fell into the hands 
of tl^ authgr of the Mousquetaires, He could have given 
it the fire and action which it somehow lacts ; he would 
have p»t some deviltry, into the fighting ; and his spirited, 
boyish, but really adequate presentation of character was 
excellently suited to so chivalrous a tale. 

And yetithese innumerable episodes are, in themselves, 
touching and pleasant. The good women, the simple 
homes illuminated by respectful love, the honest pieties 
which tempt the|R^nins fiom the dark path of duty, are 
dwelt upon and made amiable in our eyes. The whole 
web of the men’s lives is kind, courteous, and elegant. 
Thf^y make verses with their wives ; they make verses as 
' thfey^sight the sunny peak of Fuji on their way to death. 
The flovVqrs of wild cherry are dear to them. When 
Kuranosuke allows one of the vassals to visit his family 
on the way to the catlstrophe at Yeddo — an indulgence 
which he rigidly refu|et. hin#self^“ The perfume of the 
flowering pluiiv,tree parses swiftly,” says h^. “ Profit as 
best you may by these delightful moments.'’ The vassal 
goes ; after U day and lialf he reaches the miserable house 
to which his family haS bejn reduced by the ruin of the clan 
. his own adherence to duty • at the doos^his wife is 
washing clothes, their baby con her back ; and even as she 
willifcs she prattles to the child about her absent husband 
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and hU desired return. Tryly a moment to wring.the heart 
of a man who was looking pit these things for the last time. 

yet#when he discloses his presence it seems she scarcely 
interrupts her task. “ Oh, honourable husband I ” she 
says, “ ho^glad I am to see you I Mother has bcen-^A^efy 
anxious on your account^ I;Jonourable mother, where are r 
you ? my husband has come home.*’ The'^simplicity, the 
absence of exaggeration, the thought of her mother-in-law 
leaping out ai^ong the first — how amiable a family picture 1 
The first of our illustrations represents another of theJe^ , 
family scenes. The husband has been long ill, threatened , 
with blindness ; the wife, tne servant, and two children 
have made S long and painful joutney ,to attend upon his ^ 
wants ; they find him in a crazy house full of tatters an<s 
patches ; and there you behold the family united. T-he 
servant nurses the baby, the wife sits respectfully b<;fore 
her lord, the crller child is speaking : ** Dear papa, do your 
eyes hurt yon ? I am so glad I camf; ; now you will have 
somebody to rub your back ! You know that^s good for 
invalids.” Perhaps the last idea is a reminiscence of liis 
own ; for both children have been down with smallpox 
on the journey, and arc but just recovered. Here again, 
and in all these scenes, there is the same absence of caresses ^ 
so strange in the Western mind, the sapi^, affection under- 
stood and passed over silence or with but a word. This 
wife, for instance, has undertaken a long journey to com- 
fort her husband ; she knows besides the certain death that 
awaits him ere long ; yet on her arrival she first inquires 
after his health, and then, having elaborately saiuted him 
on her knees, “ My honourable husband,” she says, “ it 
is now many, many months since x have seen you.* All 
the while I have sighed affei'^ihe rir^pie when I should see 
your face again.” This distance, ^thtis sul^jection of all 
relations to eti4uette, is still more drolly illustrated when 
Rikiya comes with a message and is received by Konami, 
his betrothed. The one blushes like the plum-tree, the 
other like th^, wild cherry : and the girl, forgetful of he 
manners, draws near to hef betrothed. “ Rikiyardrew bagk 
with a& offended air,” it seems. “ Hold I ” he cried, “ this 
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is scarcely civil. All the worfd knows that when a message 
is to be received the forms politeness ought {o be 
rigidly observeck” Well, every country has its iCustoi%i 
There were plenty of true marriages conducted from the 
allaiVo the grave according to these nice conveiftijons. Our 
Rdnins were accustomed /,o |ee Iheir wives kneel before 
them and stodp their forehejfds to the mat ; but their 
hearts bled when they had to part with them. It was pity 
and love for his young wife that kept bac^ one of the 
number on the night of the attack, until he had actually to 
be sent after and led away. And there could be no prettier 
marriage relation than that of the old Samurai who was a 
*poet a^ had a poejess tV) wife. His last lettei*, written on 
Ae eve of battle, is a gem. “ Although our separation is 
tl\j? result of a resolution of so old a standing, we both of 
us f^el cruelly its sadness. During the day, you write, 
your affairs prevent you from dwelling on tfie thoughts of 
our mk’rortune, but, >yhen the night comes, you think of 
me and cannot sleep. My poor dear wife, I feel even as 
you feel. . . .You tell me that you wire pleased with my 
verses on ihe defile of Osaka. I have a great admiration 
for those you send me in your letters : and I hope, when- 
^ver^vou have a moment, you yfill write and send me more.” 
And so he goes o^j ^^vising her about her health, talking of 
old bereavements, and touching c^ce on business ; and 
ends by sending her a salted goose to make a soup of. 

In this same letter, among other matters, there is a 
slcetcJi of how the conspirators lived when they were all 
gathered together, waiting for their spring. The younger 
ones kept house, and served at table ; they had sometimes 
leave .of absence for the theatre. All were full of courage 
and even mirth ; th^v#ll htd^ck-names ; and the old 
poet, amon^ Qjtherst was familiarly called “ the doctor.” 
Happy and simple ways : mirth, innocenf pleasure, and 
innocent fitedoms, prolonged up to the very margin of 
their voluntary gravtf. 

. «Both in matter and illustrations the Frentjh version is 
the more interesting ; unSprturiktely it is a tAnslation of 
a Ifrnnslation, and is disfigured by the faftious er^or of 
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tran^ating proper names Messieurs Lebleu and Duval 
afe not at all happily introduced to English readers under 
style of Mr. The-Blue and Mr. Of-thfe-Vale ; nor can 
a book be anything but arduous reading where the clyi- 
racters m^^uerade with such titles as Fortune-Six, R^olte- 
Precoce, or Lac-Wisteria. tEven the translator seems to* 
have lost his head, for the Chevalier Peti!-Bosquet loses 
his own name at an early page, and meets his death under 
the alias of Bosquet-Droit. Mr. Dickins's version of the 
other romance has a more outlandish smack, more *04 
trick, colour and imagery of^n alien language, society, and* 
literature. ^His original besides ^is more fiery — fuller o{ 
fighting and brave words ; but* it is at the same time 
decidedly inferior ; and Chiushingura is perhaps mdfe 
curious than interesting. But it is interesting, too ; bwh 
are interesting — first for their intrinsic merit, 4 md secondly 
as a piece of foreign travel among strange scenes ,j^manner 8 , 
and virtues. Both in'^the text and illustrations a iflmdred 
little touches transport us into the houses, besides the busy 
shores, and on the mountain passes of Japan : — messengers 
shaken all day and night in flying litters ; the hifnter caught 
by rain, begging a light for ^is match-lock from the travel- 
ler who passes with a paper lantern ; the rowdy cooKes at 
the river ferry ; the young man, on lfi^^vay to die, hope- 
fully saluting the hil^ Fuji on the day of his majority ; 
the Samurai at home, with the pipe, the kettle, the glasses, 
and the two swords laid by upon the bamboo sword-r^Rik ; 
and behind and around all these, the well-knowu features 
of the scenery of Japan, the square sailg of vcsifels putting 
out to sea, the black pines, the giountain summits, the 
congregated roofs of towns. * 

For both volumes all tite ilTustrfti^ns have been designed 
and cut by n|tives, but in neither do th^ represenl^the 
highest order of Japanese work. Tljp consumn^te generali- 
sation, the singular clarily and elegajice of desigfl, are not 
here so conspicuous as in many oS those enchanting picture- 
books that^find their way to us from over se^s, and are^a 
joy for ever. ^The effect is soiftetimes a little scattered 
. detail^ too much insisted on. But the ct^t|^]t M. Quantin*s 
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book, four of which we reprcduce, are still of striki^ 
excellence : vigorously drawn ^and composed with that . 
happy knack peculiar to the nation ; in which every incf?* 
d^nt of the subject and the very title of the picture are put 
toget'her like the elements of a pattern ; and feeth in the 
‘‘use of the line and the opp’oshion of the flat black and the 
full white, sonie of the charm of arabesque is added to the 
significance of representative art. One of our examples 
has been already described. The second, whK:h represents 
clan mustering at the castle, tells its own story with too 
^much spirit to require a commentary. But the third and 
fourth are in a different case. One of the Ronins of Ako 
was a certain Haie-Rouge (I am now quoting the French 
book with its distracting nomenclature), a very drunken 
dc^y a disgrace to his family, and a sore concern to his 
brother, the Chevalier Tourbiere, who was a severe, 
respectaWe Samurai. Haie-Rouge has been seen at his 
brothei^s house, drunS as usual, the day before, and has 
been refused admittance. Early in the morning a great 
clamour in the city awakens the Chevalier Tourbiire, who 
comes to hfe door, as in our third picture, and learns from 
his eager servant, Premier-Compagnon, that the deed has 
been done, that the clan of Ako has wiped out their chief- 
tain’s shame, that'^hey are now retreating from the ruined 
mansion of their enemy amid the acclamations of the mob. 
Instantly the question arises : Has poor Haie-Rouge 
wiped out the errors of his life by a share in this heroic deed, 
or has Ije been lying somewhere drunk while his com- 
panions trod the path of duty ? Premier- Compagnon is 
sent to spy out the facts ; he must not ask ; to ask, and to 
be answered in the negative,^ wep an intolerable shame. 
Everywhere the mol^ cs 'ap, pusaing for a glimpse of the 
heroes, and Prtmier-Cempagnon has much^^do, tramping 
in the snow^ to get a siffht of them. At length he gets into 
the front rank of the^ crowd, and beholds them, in three 
companies, leaving the mansion of the Prince of Sendai, 
wtiere they have been entertained. The first company 
pas^c^s ; no Haie-Rouge. The second company passes ; 
it i$ led by Kyranosuke, and almost all the mefi are 
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%vouaded, some even carrjbd in litters ; and stili no Haie- 
Rouge. Poor Premier-CJmpagnon, who is a loyal servant, 
^HKd holds his master’s glory for his owrf, begins to grow 
sick at heart ; when lo ! here comes the third cornpapy, 
and, mancning at their Jhead, acknowledged leader ,^aie*- 
Rouge in his battle armours The servant falls on his knees* 
in the snow ; the transformed drunkard pauses, -speaks to 
him, sends messages to his family, and gives the pennon 
of his lance hy way of relic. And then, as his companions 
are already some distance before him, he overtakes th^i^ 
by running, and disappear^ for ever from men’s eyesight, 
** Look at^im ! look at him I cried the servant to hi| 
neighbours in the crowd. “ Honourable gentlemeti, this is 
the Chevalier Haie-Rouge, the brother of my honouraMe 
master. He only belongs by adoption to the clan of Ako, 
and behold l\jm to-day among the avengers ! And*so he 
wanders on, until his hero is long out of sighj and the 
byctandcrs tell him he has gone “ ftiad with joy ” thence 
he speeds home, vjien the drunkard’s hat and half-emptied 
saki-bottle are religiously laid aside in honour of his 
memory. Happy drunkard, who has thus realised the last 
and dearest of human illusmns, and at one blow gloriously 
wiped out the stains and dishonours of a life ! The two 
pictures seem to me both excellent : f^^emier-Compagnon 
quite a creation in a rdhgh way, and his grinning excitement 
in the first scene admirably distinguished from his hysteri- 
cal glee in the seccftid. I need not call the attention ofj:he 
reader to the composition of the fourth plate, it §peaffts for 
itself sufficiently ; but I hope he will nqjt fail to^bserve the 
droll white dog in number three. ^ 

From Mr. Dickins’s. translation we reproduce, 'by the 
publisher’s permission, 'n<7 corffpie^e picture, but two 
groups, the f^th and sixth of our^llustrat^ns. Thc^ are 
much worse designed and execu^d than tljpSe we nave 
already studied, but thfy have a certain intere^ of their 
own. In the fifth, Kuranosuke, After having. long deceived^ 
a treacherptis clansman „Kudaiu, has at last broken fofth* 
on him witl^ blows and cur^s. “ This very nigh^’ihe 
has Wd, “ the very eve of out lord V death-day — ah I 
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what evil things have I been forced to say about hiiti with* 
my lips ; but at least in my heart j I heaped reverence upon 
reverence for hiS* memory — ^this very night was ft. tholF 
chQsest to offer me flesh. I said nor yea nor nay, as I took 
it ; tfit, oh I with what shame, with what anguish did I, 
^vhose family for three generations have served the house 
of Hanguwau, find myself forced to let food pass my lips 
on the eve of my lord’s death-day I I was beside myself 
with rage and grief, every limb in my body tfi'^mbled, and 
forty-four bones quaked as though they would shiver 
to pieces.” And then, having unpacked his heart with 
yords, he orders the traitor out to die. The ci;it does not 
agree in details with* the text ; it has little merit, and that 
lit^^le seems to have evaporated from our reproduction ; 
but there an effort after the heroic may be observed in 
Kuraaosuke’s attitude as he stands leaning on his sword, 
above the jest. In our sixth picture the final onslaught is 
shown "»/ith a certain gciin intensity which can scarcely be 
paralleled in either of the volumes under study. Justice 
is rarely done either to passion or action. The assault, in 
the French^book, is a piece of jumbled folly, and the 
conflict with the cooli^ almost undistinguishable. As 
for the midnight murder in the English book, it is melo- 
dramatic if you pl«2is«, but sadly laughable. 

That violent action should be thus inefficiently treated 
is, of course, exceptional in the vigorous and fantastic art 
of Japan ; but that emotion, so much dwelt upon by the 
writef; should be thus slurred by the draughtsman, seems 
not oriy jw- characteristic, but probably a commendable 
feature. The eye oi the Japanese is as quick to single out, 
as his hand is dexterous to reproduce, the truly pictorial 
features of a landscape, ‘ior afi inijident. But with these 
features he appears to r^st content. The mass of incidental 
infofmatioii which goes to the making of modern European 
landscape —tlie differe^ice of planes, the intricacy of out- 
line, the patient effort after a combination of local and 
geOieral colour — contrasts strikingly with the few learned 
touches by vPhich a Japanese will represent a mountain or 
a city? The Oriental 3dd;;esses himself singly to the" eye. 
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’ ieeBhg at the same timj the maximum of effect and the 
jpainin^im of detail. It may be an open^question whether 
we should attribute the purely pictorial and unemotional 
character tof the bulk of these illustrations to th# s^e 
artistic ^ngleness of purpose or to a mere defect of skilL 
Whatever is the cause, I saould say the lesson to be learnt 
is the same, and it is one which the art of Japan is particu- 
larly fitted to enforce. Pictorial art in the West is still 
following false gods, literary gods ; it strains after passion, 
which is beyond its purpose and beyond its capacity ft 
communicate ; it too often^ addresses itself to other facul- 
ties besides the eye, or, if to the eye, then without simplicity 
of means ; and, in common with alf our arts, it laboi*rs 
under the desire of the artist to represent, before all things, 
his own ability and knowledge. _ ^ 
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COLLEGE FOR MEN AND WOl^EN 


' AN inaugural meeting of this institution will be held at 
f:/A.eig^ht o’clock next Monday evening, at St. George’s 

3 Jill, Lahgham Plactj, under the presidency of Mr. Thomas 
^hes. For ten years it has been known to many good 
friSids as the College for Working Women, 29 Queen’s 
Squafe, and,' under this designation, it performed a small, 
but nqJ,^animportant, educational function. Here came 
mothers, that they mi^ht be able to teach their children in 
the course of time. Here came certain brave girls out of a 
love of kr^owledge that was stronger than the love of 
pleasure or the natural weariness that follows a laborious 
day. And how constanf and unflagging this love of know- 
ledge was I Year after year found the same students 
following up one fcofirse of study after another. It would 
have been a pity, certainly, had fiiere been a want of 
opRortunity for this fine devotion. For a long time, how- 
ever^, it has been the desire of the managers to realise the 
idea of the late Professor Maurice and so enlarge the scope 
of their institutioir as to throw open classes, library, and 
conversation room to men as well as to women ; and this 
after long deliberation, a^d af^er ^ving assured themselves 
of the symp’ijithy and^bo-operation of their old students, 
they have ^t last resolvt!d to do. r 

We are ai’ familiat^. vdth the current arguments against 
mixed classes. Sinalar classe^^, however, are already 
^^.syccessfully carried on in inany institutions alike in London 
and this cowtry ; and there are many special 1-casons why 
th^y -should be employed under the circumstances. ^ The 
council remind (hrir friends generally “ of the many' evils 

2o8 » 
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•whi<ih‘ arise from the seprfation of men and women in the 
\%rlds of learning and /bought, and of the ennobling 
%’fluen*ce which each sex has upon the ^ther, when both 
are united in a common work with serious purpose ^nd 
endeavour.*’ But out^of the. special circumstance^^, as I 
say, there arise special reasuns in favour of the scheme novf 
adopted. The number of students with 'the old system 
was necessarily so limited that there was a certain waste of 
power, especially in the higher subjects which will, it is 
hoped, be now no longer the case. Again, wives and sisfejp 
will be free to come to the c(jllege under the new condition.^ 
bringing l^usband or brother along with them ; and the 
prosecution of some worthy subject tvill no longer entau 
upon them the discomfort and actual danger of anotller 
daily separation, besides that already entailed upon tli»em 
by their neegssary work. Men and women, besides, will 
be thus brought together by common devotion to culture 
in«'+ead of the usual haphazard juxmposition and pisrpetual 
“ handy-dandy ” jf the world. And once brought together, 
they will associate in an atmosphere not otherwise attain- 
able for them ; their intercourse will take on Something of 
refinement from the example of {hose among whom they 
move ; and so culture will be begun in them, not oniy oiz 
deeper kind, but in a manner more iutknate and effectual. 

Besides increased Supervision, and the care which the 
Council has taken to leaven the life of the college by the 
presence of those %vcll qualified to do so, the prograirQme^ 
will remain as before. The classes will include, as iJfefore, 
those on Mathematics, Literature, I^anguagis, Physical 
Science, History, Law, and Art. ^ The Saturday evening 
lectures will be given, for the present, by Professor Morley, 
Mr. Furnivall, and Mr.^N^vtort® rf^the Britjsh Museum. 
To all who hgve the higher cultu?^ of the^vVbrking-dasses 
truly at heart, this announcement cannot Ml to tfe of 
interest ; and the intertst will beeflme more serious and 
hopeful, I believe, as the facts a^e more carefully weighed jn. 
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REVIEWS OF SHAMROCK AND ROSE by Ernte 
Ariel Wolfe; KILCORRAN by ThhrHon. Mrs. 
Fetherstonhaugh ; MOTTISCLIFFE by James 
Walter Ferrier ; AGAINST HER WILL by Annie 
L. Walker 

« * 
shamrock and rose 


I iV is only with a measure of delicacy that one can refer 
to «a work dike Shamrock and Rose, Nice, young ladies 
and nice young officers comport themselves on its pages in 
a most**7:reditable marilier ; master and servant, mistress 


and maid, are upon terms of intimacy,^ that would seem 
e^CJiggerated in the Golden Age ; a sound of marriage-bells 
and scent cJi orange-flowers pervades the little book from 
quite an early period if and ,it appropriately concludes 
with ei double wedding, a reception by loyal tenantry, a 
hired band and a taaceful display of fireworks. There are 
many amusing signs of youth about the style. Thus, in 
a great scene at the battle of the Alma, on which no expense 
ha§ ”been spared, the reader will not^^ be surprised that 
death “ was present in many a terrible form,” that “ no 
thought 0 $ his ovjn danger crossed the faithful fellow’s 
mind,” and that he waited “ with almost more than woman’s 
tenderness ” for “ the first gleam of returning consciousness 
which should illumined rtiose palfid features.” I suppose 
this is what you^Would <^,11 writing in good set^terms. There 
are four phases at leasij: which have a familiar, not to say 
a classics!, ring aboijt them. Few who have had early 
« aspirations after authorship can declare with truth that 


iKfi one of them has ever escaped tjieir fervid pfcp : but the 
autj^pr of ^amrock and Rose may claim ^ measure of 
origiii&lity in tha^she has used all fojAr in the same sentence. 
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•(Jne»fhore quotation, forfthe prettiness of the thing, and 
we have done. Some ammalion is displayed all through 
IKout the marriage-service, about jewels, and generally 
about raiment for the perishable body. At one tlyilljng 
moment a plain banc^of dull gold with a Maltese cross in 
pearls '' is produced from a^bliJb leather cage. “ The threS 
ladies exclaimed admiringly. It was simple, atid yet so 
chaste and pretty.” As a sort of literary baby-talk, I 
confess I ha%e a warm heart to Shamrock and Rose, 

KILCfORRAN 

• • 

The lion. Mrs. Fetherstonhaugh ftgures with liineteen 
mottoes from Mr. Swinburne’s Poems and Ballads 
against three from Roots, two from Murger’s Scenes M la 
Vie de Bohdn^y and one apiece from Tennyson and Major 
Whyte Melville. Such an intolerable proportion of 
Sv.liiuurne in the intellectual diet? seems to pronKse the 
very worst ; bu% the reader may reassure himself — 
Kilcorran is neither eloquent nor wicked. I ^ not quife 
sure that the authoress would agree with either of these 
commendations. She has decided aspirations for the 
passionate, untutored business ; but her high-nfettrtd 
barbs and Ukrane steeds of the deseft^ontent themselves 
with inoffensive passJgings in the stable. Her characters 
have wild miserable moments,” but they politely refrain 
from acting on <hem. Dark, romantic Neal Trffuch, 
coming upon us, as if out of a thunderstorm, from a career 
of nameless revelry in the past, proves \^t a ninJiny-piminy 
personage on close inspection, w^h little to distinguish 
him except a bold moustacj;ie. There is a dashing Irish 
mare — a lineal descendaht of Bu^dbpo, let w.^ay — ^which 
promises gre^ things and leads u^ on to fbok for mqying 
accidents in the field at every segond page.^^o the in- 
expressible irritation oP the reader^ the Irish fhare kills 
nobody but herself. And this irritation is felt all the more^ 
keenly as tJfere is good reason to hope that she may kill flie' 
heroine. Fgr the heroine if the only really bad^Aing 
about Kilcorran; a vylgar, flippant neither more 
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nor less, ^he shows herself to fte ; and if the Hoh: <Mrg; 
Fetherstonhaugh will glance at A.e top of page 63, volume ^ 
ii., she will perhaps, on reconsideration, come to agree iiP" 
th^s opinion. 

MOTTISCLIFFE 

^ I. 

AN AUTUMN STORY 

Mottiscliffe ^ patently a first book, has many engaging 
qualities. There is no story to speak of. Tfte characters 
rre mostly very slight sketches. Sir Valentine Ormalh- 
^-^aite, indeed, makes a capital ^noiithpiece for the author's 
rwn vein of reflection, which is whimsical, humorous, and 
man-of-che-worldlyf' in an odd but highly palatable 
nSxture. But the delight of the book lies in a sort of hazy, 
EffltJurean atmosphere, which wooingly pervades the 
readet as he 'advances from page to page. The lines have 
fallen to him in pleasant places, and everyone around him 
is content. The recto/* dozes away the warm afternoon on 
manifold cushions ; Sir Valentine smokes interminable 
cigars ; th<j. girls are playing croquet or bathing ; thirsty 
souls have an eye to an afternoon drink ; and you may be 
sure that there is some m'ld junketing on hand for the even- 
ing or the next day. Is there nothing happening ? Well, 
perhaps not ; unl8b§ you count it something to make the 
acquaintance of a most good-naturtd cicerone. For Mr. 
Ferrier himself has many meritorious points about him ; 
andj above all, he can display a “ greatAess of gusto.” He 
writes with a smack of enjoyment. It may be said that he 
smokes wiAi Sir Valentine, eats with Cope, and dozes with 
Dr. Wilbraham. Heuholds up the long tumbler, and 
listens luxuriously to the clin|(ing of the ice in a hock and 
seltzer. He -cannot iiAefition deer without viewing them 
in, connectioS with c«d-currant jelly anf* Burgundy.” 
Here, for n^stance, is^ couple of sentences on the ideal 
“ court, ’*which seem»to be writtdfi in the true spirit of the 
* 1 '* rural voluptuary ” : ^ 

There i^ summoned to my f»ncy a vision‘«^f a stately 
possibly in some mahner surrounded by a cloister, 
iteossy lawns, umbrageous cedars, the lon^ shadows 
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b|f \v4ilch a westering suiij casts darkly over the*fish-pool, 
wliere, from under the brfad lily-leaves, obese but cunning 
carp eye the passer to see if he carry Vith him ever a 
crumb of 4:om{ort. If I might so far interfere in ^n^n 
affairs, I would people ajil ‘ courts * with Roman CatEolics ; 
sleek priests should linger o^er folios in the^library, and hi^ 
Eminence should occasionally allow a glimps^e of his 
brilliant stockings to be seen in the yew walks.’* 

Mr. FerriA*, with this en^able quality on his side, am^g 
others, has only to try for more compression and soliditj^ 
and make his next book §.s good as the best parts 
Mottisclijfet^ to produce something worthy of himself. • 

ft 

AGAINST HER WILL 

Against mer W^ll^ in its tame, transp^irent way, is 
really quite a readable book. It is too long, but that is the 
fauu of the times and the publishers, and the long-eared 
vegetative publics The story moves on in a peaceable 
enough fashion, but still it moves. It is the of a yoiiffg 
lady with a singular inclination to marry anybody who 
asks her, and tells how she conducted herself in poverty 
and riches, and with her various suitors, in a VaA, 
unpretentious, and pej^fectly capable nfkflner. The heroine, 
principally from her remarkable matrimonial behaviour, 
becomes strangely even unpleasantly, interesting to the 
male reader, and iifls him with thoughts of La Trapjje%nd 
a modest conventual existence in the future. None of the 
scenes are brilliantly executed ; but s^me of ftiem are so 
well conceived that they fix the render’s attention in spite 
of himself. In this, Miss "J^alk^ reaps the advantage of 
having something like a story to tflV and h^r-book, Jrom 
this circumstance, has a marked a#vantag? ovy the Qther 
three with which we have been jdgaling. One of these 
scenes — that in which* the High Church clei^yman is 
accepted by the heroine, and then, finding some manhoocj 
in his heart, practically«rejects her on such jtermsas she 
has to offer-^is really originar and just : two qualitk^ot 
usually found together* • 
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A REVIEW 

f I ^HIS book with the tempting title is a'*prize essay 
i re*printed for * some occult reason. Probably there 
iA:ver was published anything with less result, anything 
thict left the reader more entirely where he was. The 
tempting title which we have already conceited to it, is its 
first merit and its last. It is only by the comparative 
methcfCi that such a si/oject could be treated with success ; 
and yet Dr. Murray either knows nothkig about any other 
M-llad literature, or, if he does, adroitly conceals his learning 
from the reader. It is not by a few sporadic references to 
Tom Thumb or Thon’s hammer, but by a systematic 
exhibition of identities and differences that we should hope 
for any elucidatioi'ia^r the dark and attractive subject. And 
again, to write such a book even 'passably wcU, a man 
should have some notion of elementary aesthetics. It 
wcvlld require of him a way of thinking on such subjects 
a litfie more accurate, a use of language a little more 
definite, than Dr,i Clarke Murray’s. For example, our 
^author defines the object of the ballad as the “ perfect 
imitation of nature.” It certoinly should not be possible 
for any oneJto emit spdfh* a definition who had ever thought 
for two consecutive mirAutes about the matfer. Not even 
the* name Addison^ (from whom Dr. Clarke Murray 
imitates kis phrase, ar from a grdat critical authority) can 

The Ballads and Songs of Scotland, in view of tlieir i.ijuence on the 
Character of th« People. By J. ClaAc Murray, LL.D., Professor of Mental 
iind^wl^ral Philosophy in McGill College, Montreal. (Lofidon : Macmillan 
& Co., 1874). •.. . • » r 
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render * tolerable so primitjfve a confusion of idiaas. The 
/ballad is a means of expree/ion quite at the other end of the 
sfCSile ffdrn any of the realistic arts ; it is intensely abstract 
and subjective. This is to be learned in the infant school of 
art criticism. Whatever^may b^ Dr. Murray’s attainAems 
in his own subject, it is obviou^that his views of aesthetics^ 
are neither precise nor interesting. He is hot the man to 
stand up and instruct his fellows. The root of the matter 
is not in hiiT% 

And accordingly, we turn over his leaves in a vain sear<:|^ 
for the solution, even for thej:reatment of the most pressing, 
question, faking all allowances for his ignorance of othet^ 
popular literatures there is yet much gthat he could have 
illustrated and cleared up for us. One would have wish^ 
to know, for instance, whether the proud, self-relisyat, 
democratic sejitiment, so strong in Burns, is^to be traced 
in any of the earlier songs of Scotland. One would have 
wish pH to hear something of the ‘relations between the 
measure of the verses and the music to which they were 
sung. One would have hoped for some reference to^ 
peculiar taking rhythm that recurs in all Scot A versifiers 
down to Scott or even Mr. RobeiJ Buchanan. But of all 
this there is no word. Dr. (5larke Murray goes on tov^rdr 
his own end, and passes these minci^jqucstions blandly 
and unconsciously by.^ 

His own end, then, or rather that of the St. Andrew’s 
Society, of Glasgow, how is that accomplished ? W^ll, 
this is the strangest part of the whole affair. Wc^hear 
nothing whatever about the influence of thi» literature 
upon the people, save in passing jnd guarded allusions.. 
Whether the Scotch are drunken because they have good 
drinking songs, or whetf#er tertaiH#indecorous verses, to 
which he alludes with a modesty jiighly liecoming -in a 
Professor of Moral Philosophy, may not have •^sometRing 
to do with the number eof illegitiffijte births'^'in# country 
districts, he is not altogether suje. In shor^, Dr. Clarke^ 
Murray rejF^nses, with gingular discretion, to commit 
himself to any definite opinion on the subject ; hf^ is 
^restrained, by a pleasing diffideyce,.from deciding for us 
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whether their ballads and songslhave had a great influence, 
vice versUy the Doctor professe^himself unable to decide, \ 
or no influence at all, upon the people of his native. landPj • 
he had rather, it appears, leave the matter open for the 
bittei judgment of the reader! ^ow, mocicsty jis a good 
•thing in itself ; but the same^modesty which withholds a 
man from resolving a question, should certainly keep him 
back from publishing the fact of his indecision to the 
world in more than two h^l^^^:ed pages of type. Indeed, 
jht; psychological problem thus presented is not without 
^interest. Having set before hjm a certain task, and having 
^failed to accomplish it — having striven, hqjiestly and 
^strenuously no doubt, to^^set a certain question at rest, and 
ht-ving utterly failed to bring forth the least figment of an 
answer — having in a word, miscarried of the whole purport 
of hifi book—we ask ourselves in wonder, ^hat possible 
reason could have induced this unsuccessful enquirer to 
record? at such great Ifmgth, the story ofdiis failure ? 



PROTEST ON BEHAIT f)F^OER INDEPENDENCE 

i88i 

I WAS a Jingo when Jingoism was in season, and I cltv§ 

I pall myself still of like j)assions with the Jingo. 
sir, it mav be possible for you to understand that a maij 
may be a Jingo and yet a man ; *that iic may have been a 
Jingo from a sense, perhaps mistaken, of the obligations, 
the greatness, and the danger of his native land, and jaot 
from any brutal greed of aggrandisement or ^:heap l*ve of 
drums and regimental columns. A man may love these 
also and be honest. But there oftefi comes a time jnd the 
changes of circumstances, when a man is pleased to have 
held certain opinions in the past, that he m^ denouQ^sT* 
them with the more authority in the present.* I was not 
ashamed to be the countprman!y)f Jingoes ; but I am 
beginning to be grow ashamed of being the kin of tho^ wisp 
are now fighting — I should rather say,t|^o are now sending 
brave men to fight — in this unmanly Transvaal war. It is 
neither easy nor needful to justify these changes of opinion. 
We all awake somewhat late to a sense of what is just ;^^nd 
it is ordinarily by something merely circumstahtidff that 
the sense is awakened. A man may have betn right or 
wrong before, but it adds some^weifht to his intense^ 
conviction if his former thoughts were of a different and 
even contrary spirit. Now, fir, I at the present hour — 
in company, I am sure, with all th^ most lioJiourable and 
considerate of my countrymen — ^literally grilling in* my 
own blood about this vsicked busA^s. It is nd affair of 
ours if the Boers are capable o^ self-government or not ^ 
we have made it sufficieptly plain to Europe of late djl^s ' 
that we oufsejives are not as a^hole the mostf harmonious 
^nation upon earth. That Colley an^ all hi^ brave Mlows 
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are gOK^ for ever, that we been beaten, and -fairly 
beaten, by the stalwart little state are not, to my mind, 
arguments for auy prolongation of the war, but for aii' 
instant, honourable submission. We are in the.. wrong, or 
alrthSfe we profess is false ; bfood has been sh^d, glory 
lost, and , I fear, honour alsc^ B^it if any honour yet remains 
or any chivalry', that is certainly the only chivalrous or 
honourable course, for the strong to accept his buffet and 
do justice, already tardy, to''te weak whomtshe has mis- 
and who has so crtishingly retorted. Another Majuba 
jjill, with the result reversed, and we shall treat, I hear ; 
but that may be long of coming ; and in the meanwhile, 
many of our poor soldiers — many of them true patriots — 
m'i^t fall. There may come a time in the history of Eng- 
land— for that is not yet concluded — when she also shall 
come ‘to be oppressed by some big neighbour ; and if I 
may not say there'is a God in heaven, I may say at least 
there » a justice in tl^e chain of causes *that shall make 
England drain a bucket of her best blood for every drop 
now exacts from the Transvaal. As if, sir, there were 
any prestige like the prestige of being just ; or any gener- 
osity like that of owning and repairing an injustice ; as if 
ip thi*' troubled time, and with all our fair (?) and plucky 
history, there weref'^-y course left to this nation but to hold 
back the sword of vengeance and bare the head to that state, 
possibly enough misguided, whom we have tried in- 
effectually to biutalisc I 
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